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_ A CLASSIFICATION OF TUMOURS 
ACCORDING TO 


THEIR ANATOMICAL STRUCTURE. 


HE obfervations which I have had an 
opportunity of making in St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hofpital, on the various tumours 
which occur in the human body, have been 
fo numerous, that I have almoft felt myfelf 
under the neceflity of forming fome claffifi- 
cation of thofe difeafes. This claffification I 
have attempted according to their anatomical 
ftructure, which allows, at the fame time, of 
a correfponding arrangement of thofe practical 
remarks that have been promifcuoufly col- 
lected. I have long felt fo fenfibly the ad- 
vantages refulting from an orderly arrange- 
ment of this extenfive fubje@, that I have 
B taught 
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taught it for fome years in my Le€tures in the 7 
manner exhibited in the following pages. I — 


ye 
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am far, however, from being fatisfied with the 
method which I have adopted, but it is the — 
beft that I have been able to devife ; and, at 
leaft, it has this utility, that it' admits of a 
number of important cafes being arranged in 


a perfpicuous manner, and prevents that ob- 
{curity which a total want of order neceflarily 
creates. 


My motives for laying this paper before the ; 


“ ore ar 
rie ae, ~~ i a io 


Public are; firft, a conviction, that an ex- 7 
tenfive knowledge of this fubje@, fuch a know- ~ 


ledge as would lead to an attempt at claf- © 
fification, and to afcertaining the peculiarities : 
which charaéterize the different fpecies of — 
tumours, can only be obtained by thofe who 
have very ample opportunities of obfervation. © 
But it is probable that, when the fubje&t in q 
general has been furveyed, and its parts pointed © 
out, that thofe parts may be difcriminated and © 
examined with accuracy and advantage, by © 
perfons who have not had opportunities — 
of contemplating the whole. 2dly, The ~ 

minds — 
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tninds of medical men having of late been’ 
_laudably excited to inveftigate the nature of 
_ cancer, in hopes of difcovering fomething fer- 
_ viceable in that dreadful difeafe. It becomes 
~ therefore right to remark, and it will appear 
from the following account, that there are 
_ many local tumours and ulcers, as intractable 
in their nature, and deftruGiive in their pro- 
grefs as cancer, which are liable to be con- 
founded with that difeafe, but which ought 
to be diftinguithed from it, before any pro- 
grefs can be made in this difficult part of 
‘medical fcience. The fociety for the invefti- 
gation of the nature of cancer have enquired 
about the anatomical ftruCiure of that difeafe, 
and about other diforders which have a re- 
femblance to it. In the prefent paper I have 
attempted to reply to fuch interrogations, as 
far as my knowledge enables me. It appears 
to me, that, in order fully to inveftigate any 
fubje&t with advantage, a creat deal of colla- 
teral knowledge is required, which ferves, 
like light fhining from various places, to illu- 
minate the objeét of our refearches. I 
am not without hopes that this paper will 

B2 tend 
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tend to point out the required diftinGlions, 
and furnith fuch collateral knowledge. 


In engaging in a new undertaking, [am 


likely to expofe my own deficiencies of in- — 


formation ; and by adopting a new and per- 


haps injudicious arrangement, and employing 


new and perhaps unfit terms, I may lay my- 
felf open to criticifm and cenfure. I am not 
unwilling, however, to encounter thefe rifks, 
when I have it in view to bring a difficult 
and interefting fubje@ fairly before the pub- 
lic; in hopes that, by exciting the attention 
and engaging the labours of many perfons, 


it may, at length, acquire that perfeGtion of © 


which it is fufceptible, and which could never 
be brought about by the exertions of a few 
individuals. 


The fubje&t of tumours occupies a con- 


 fiderable fpace in the works of the antient 4 


writers on medicine. They feem, however, 
to have confidered the fubje&t, rather with 


regard to its name than its nature; for we — 
find a great variety of diffimilar difeafes col- — 


lected, — 
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lected, I cannot fay arranged, under the fame 
general title. ‘The error has defcended to us, 
and even in Dr. Cullen’s Nofology we find 
difeafes of arteries, veins, glands, tendons, 
joints, and bones, brought together under 
one order, and defignated by the fame name 
of tumours. Some of thefe alfo are merely 
enlargements of natural parts; whilft others 
are entirely new productions, having no 
exiftence in the original compofition of the 
body. We have, I believe, fufficient know- 
ledge of the nature of thefe difeafes to clafs 
them more {cientifically; and as this has 
not yet, as far as I know *, been done, I thall 
endeavour to fupply the deficiency. 


In the definition which I mean to give of 
tumours, I fhall trefpafs as much againft the 
ufual import of the word, as nofologifts have 
hitherto done in their claflifications againft 


* Plenck publifhed, 1767, a work intitled “ Syftema 
Tumorum,” which I have not feen, but I conclude that it 
does not refemble the prefent attempt; fince no arranges 
ment, like that which I have made, is to be met with in the 
#acyclopédie Methodique. 


Be ar the 
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the nature of the difeafe. For I thall reftri& 
the furgical fignification of the word “ Tu- 
mour” to fuch fwellings as arife from fome 
new production, which made no part of the 
original compofition of the body; and by — 
this means I fhall exclude all fimple enlarge- 
ments of bones, joints, glands, &c. Many 
enlargements of glands are however included - 
in the definition, as they are found to be 
owing to a tumour growing in them, and 
either condenfing the natural ftructure, or 
caufing the abforption of the original gland. 
Sometimes alfo the difeafe of the gland feems | 
to produce an entire alteration of ftructure 
in the part; the natural organization being 
removed, and anew-formed difeafed ftru€ture — 
fubftituted in its ftead. In either of thefe 
cafes the difeafe of the gland is deligned to be 
included in the definition; and the practical — 
remarks which follow will equally apply to 
the fame kind of difeafed ftru@ture, whether 
it exifts feparately by itfelf, or occupies the — 
fituation of an original gland. The ftructure — 
of tumours is alfo’a part of morbid anatomy — 
which deferves to be examined ; fince (as it 


did 


al 
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did not come within the fcope of the under- 
taking) it has not been fully difcufled by | 
Dr. Baillie in his very valuable treatife on that 
fubject. Yet as he has given reprefentations 
of glandular parts enlarged by a difeafed ftruc- 
ture of an entirely new formation ; {fo I thall 
have the advantage of referring the reader to 
his accurate and expreflive reprefentations of 
fome of thofe appearances which it is my pur- 
pole to defcribe. There is an obfervation of 
this judicious and accurate writer which I hall 
take the liberty of inferting, fince it juftly 
appreciates the degree of utility of inveftiga- 
tions like the prefent: he obferves, that the 
knowledge of morbid ftru€ture does not lead 
with certainty to the knowledge of morbid 
actions, although the one is the effet of the 
other; yet furely it lays the moft folid foun-. 
dation for profecuting fach enquiries with 
fuccefs. In proportion, therefore, as we thall 
become acquainted with the changes pro- 
duced in the ftructure of parts from difeafed 
actions, we fhall be more likely to make fome 
progrefs towards a knowledge of the aétions 
themfelves, although it muft be very flowly.” 


B4 The 
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The incipient ftate of tumours will natur- 
ally firft engage our attention; and thofe 
which perhaps form the beft example and : 
illuftration of the fubjeG@, are thofe which — 
hang pendulous into cavities from the mem- — 
branous furfaces which form their boun- : 
daries. The caufe of tumours having a pen- ; 
dulous attachment attracted the attention of | 
Mr. Hunter, who made the following re- ; 
marks on the formation of one on the inner ; 
furface of the peritoneum, as is related by | 
Mr. Home in the TranfaGions of a Society 
for the Improvement of Medical.and Chi- 
rurgical Knowledge, Vol. i. p. 231. “ The ~ 
cavity of the abdomen being opened there © 
appeared, lying upon the peritoneum, a {mall 
portion of red blood recently coagulated ; this, 


upon examination, was found conncéted to ‘ 
the furface upon which it had been depofited 


neck had been formed before the coagulum 
had loft its red colour.” Now had veflels — 
fhot through this flender neck, and organized 
the clot of blood, as this would then have i 
t 
o 


by an attachment half an inch long, and this 
4 
| 
} 
become a living part, it might have ae : 

| 

. 
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to an indefinite magnitude, and its nature and 
progrefs would probably have depended on 
the organization which it had afflumed. I 
have in my pofleflion a tumour, doubtlefs. 
formed in the manner Mr. Hunter has de- 
feribed, which hung pendulous from the 
front of the peritoneum, and in which the 
‘organization and confequent actions have 
been fo far completed, that the body of the 
tumour has become a lump of fat, whilft the 
neck is merely of a fibrous and vafcular 
texture. ‘There can be little doubt, but that 
tumours form every where in the fame man- 
ner. The coagulable part of the blood being 
either accidentally effufed, or depofited in 
confequence of difeafe, becomes afterwards 
an organized and living part, by the growth 
of the adjacent veffels and nerves into it, 
When the depofited fubftance has its at- 
tachment by a fingle thread, all its vafcular 
fupply muft proceed through that part ; but 
in other cafes the veffels fhoot into it irre- 
gularly at various parts of its furface. Thus 
an unorganized concrete becomes a living tu- 
mour, which has at firft no perceptible pe- 

culiarity 
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culiarity as to its nature; though it derives 
a fupply of nourifhment from the furround- 
ing parts, it feems to live and grow by its 


-own independent powers; and the future — 


ftru€ture which it may acquire, feems to de- 


pend’ on the operation of its own veffels, 


When the organization of a gland becomes 


changed into that unnatural ftruCture which © 


is obfervable in tumours, it may be thought in 

fome degree to contradi& thofe obfervations: 

_ but in this cafe the fubftance of the gland is 
the matrix in which the tumour is formed. 


The ftructure of a tumour is fometimes 


like that of the parts near which it grows. 
Thofe which are pendulous into joints, are 
of a cartilaginous or offeous fabric ; fatty 


a ae 


tumours frequently form in the midft of — 


adipofe fubftance, and I have feen fome tue 


Win 


mours growing from the palate, and having 
a flender attachment, which in ftruGure re- 


d 
4 
| 
* 


fembled the palate. Sometimes, however, 


they do not refemble in ftructure the parts 


from which they grow. The inftance juft — 


mentioned, of the pendulous portion of fat 
growing 
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growing from the peritoneum, will ferve as 
an inftance: the veffels which had thot into 
it, made the tumour into fat, whilft the 
neck was of a fibrous and vafcular ftruture. 
T have feen ofleous tumours unconneéted with 
bone or periofteum ; and indeed, in general, 
the {tructure of a tumour is unlike that of 
the part in which it is produced. Therefore 
we feem warranted in concluding, that in 
Many cafes the nature of the tumour depends 
on its own actions and organization ; and that, 
like the embryon, it merely receives nourith- 
ment from the {urrounding parts. 


If, then, the coagulable part of the blood 
be from any caufe effufed, if the adjacent 
abforbents do not remove it, and the fur- 
rounding veflels grow into it, the origin of 
atumour may be'thus formed. It may be 
right to refle& a little on the caufes which 
may occafion a depofition and confequent 
organization of the coagulable part of the 
blood ; as fuch refieGtions throw light on the 
nature and growth of tumours, and lead to 
the eftablifhment of principles, which are 

applicable 
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applicable to tumours in general. The des 
pofition of the coagulable part of the blood 
may be the effet of accident, or of a com- 
mon inflammatory procefs, or it may be the 
confequence of fome difeafed action of the 
furrounding veffels which may influence 


the organization and growth of the tu- 


mour, 


In the former cafes, the parts furrounding 


the tumour may be confidered iimply as the 
fources from which it derives its nutriment, 
whilft it grows apparently by its own inhe- 
rent powers, and its organization depends 


upon actions begun and exifting in itfelf. _ 


If fuch a tumour be removed, the furround- 
ing parts, being found, foon heal, and a com- 


plete cure enfues. But if a tumour be re- 


moved, whofe exiftence depended on the 
difeafe of the furrounding parts which are 
fill left, and this difeafe be not altered by 
the ftimulus of the operation, no benefit is 
obtained : thefe parts again produce a difeafed 


{ubftance, which has generally the appearance _ 


of fungus, and, in confequence of being. ir 
6 ritated 
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ritated by the injury of the operation, the 
difeafe is in general increafed by the means 
which were defigned for its cure. It appears 
therefore that in fome cafes of tumours, the 
newly formed part alone requires removal, 
whilft in others the furrounding fubftance 
mutt be taken away, Or a Boh cure cannot 


be effected. 


_ There is yet another circumftance deferving 
attention, before I proceed to the particular 
conlideration of the fubje&; which is, that 
a tumour once formed, feems to be a fuf- 
ficient caufe of its own continuance and in- 
creafe. The irritation which it caufes in the 
contiguous parts, is likely to keep up that 
increafed action of veflels which is neceflary 
to its fupply; and the larger it becomes, the 
more does it ftimulate, and of courfe con- 
tribute to its own increafe. 


_ Suppofe then a tumour to have formed, 
and increafed; it will continue to grow and 
to condente the furrounding cellular fubftance, 

and thus acquire for itfelf a kind of capfule. 
a Tumours 
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Tumours are more clofely or loofely cone 
nected to the furrounding parts; which cir- 
cumitance feems to depend upon the des 
gree of ftimulus which they occafion, and the 
inflammation which they thus extite. This 
irritation perhaps may be the caufe why fome j 


a 


tumours which are flow in their firft increafe, , 
grow rapidly after they have acquired a cer- | 
tain fize. 


Thefe preliminary obfervations will be re- _ 


LS to when the different kinds of tumours 
are defcribed. When the hiftory of different 4 
kinds of tumours is fpoken of, there will be 


frequent neceflity to advert to the effe@s of © 
medical treatment upon them, it therefore 
feems right to premife a few words upon | 
that fubjedt. | 


It can fcarcely be doubted but that when 4 
tumours form and grow, that there exifts an _ 
increafed ftate of ation in the adjacent vef= 
fels, and the firft curative intention in thefe — 
difeafes, will therefore be to reprefs as much _ 
as poflible this unufual exertion of the vel he 
fels 
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fels which gives rife to the formation of a 
tumour, and, by its continuance, caufes its 


-increafe, 


e I know of no local meafures to diminith 
an increafed or inflammatory action of any 


part of the body more rational in theory, or 


BX 


more efficacious in praice than thofe of 


taking away the two great caufes of animal 
actions, the blood and heat of the difordered 


part. The former is generally accomplithed by 


means of leeches applied in its vicinity, which 
fhould be repeated as circumftances indicate, 
and the latter, by the application of folded 
linen, wetted with fedative lotions, by which 
a continual evaporation and conflant abftrac- 
tion of heat is kept up from the furface of 
the fkin. The effeG@ of this laft mode of 
treatment is much more confiderable than 
at fir fight might be fuppofed. It ope- 
rates on parts far beneath the furface. 
As heat is fo tran{miffible a fubfance, fo in 
proportion as the temperature ‘of the fkin 
is diminifhed by evaporation, it derives heat 
from the fubjacent parts, and thus are their 

2 morbid 
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morbid actions leflened. If by fuch means 
the growth of a tumour be fufpended, an- 
Other curative indication naturally arifes 


which is to promote the abforption of the — 


new formed fubftance. 


This indication is generally attempted by 
means of a ftimulating nature, fuch as fric- 7 
tions with mercurial ointment, preflure, and ~ 
eleGtricity, or by means which alfo excite — 
fome counter-irritation, as rubefacient plafters, 
folutions of falts, blifters, and iffues. Both — 


reafon and experience equally demonftrate 


the impropriety of ufing the ftimulating plan. 


till the difeafe is firft tranquillized, and in a 
degree fubdued. It is reafonable to expe 
that ftimulating meafures will increafe the 
actions, which are going on in the difeafed 


part ; and experience proves that difeafes are 


often increafed by thofe very means which, 


had they been employed at a proper time, 4 


might have effected their cure. The fa& 


may be elucidated by a cafe that is, I be- 


lieve, generally known and admitted, if a 


blifter be applied for the cure of a pleurify 
before — 
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before evacuations are made ufe of, and the 
adtivity of the difeafe thus checked, it aggra- 
vates the difeafe; if afterwards, it fpeedily 
effets a cure. If a tumour or any local 
difeafe be for a time benefited by ftimulating | 
difcutients, and the difeafed ations recur in 
it with a degree of adtivity; it is better to 
defift from this latter plan of treatment, and 
_ adopt again the former one, till the difeafe is 
by fuch means rendered inaCtive, 


I am fo well convinced of the neceflity of 
attending to the time and circumftances in 
which thefe remedies are applied, in order to 
give them their real efficacy in the cure of 
local difeafes, that I have been induced to 
dwell longer on this fubje&t than may per- 
haps to fome feem neceffary. 


_ When a blifter is made permanent, or a. 
feton or iffue is made in the vicinity of a 
difordered part, it is in faé&t producing a new 
but curable difeafe, in order to detract from 
an old one, over which we have lefs controul. 
But here the fame obfervations apply. We 

C fhould 


1§ A CLASSIFICATION 


fhould not ‘produce a new difeafe till the 
active flate of the original one is diminifhed, 
and till it is, as it were, rendered dormant 3 


for otherwife the irritation of the intended — 


remedy will rather tend to the aggravation 


than the cure of the diforder; it will alfo 


increafe the febrile difturbance of the contfti- — 


tution, by adding to the caufes of irritation. 


Such are the local means of treating tu- 


mours, as well as other local difeafes, and to 


thefe I thall have occafion to refer. I can- | 
not {peak of the general means ufually em= — 


ployed to operate on thefe diforders without 
entering into a long and, I think, uADecCHaEy 


difcufhion, 


In attempting a claffification of tumours, I 
fhall fuppofe that they may be made to con- 
ftitute an Order in the clafs of local. difeafes 
in nofology ; and the meaning of the word 


may be reftricted, in the manner fuggefted, to. _ 


fubftances of new formation, which made no 
part in the original ftru€ture of the body; 


the order may then be divided into genera, 
2 and 


Moss 
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and the firft genus may be denominated from 
its moft obvious character, (that of having a 
firm and flefhy feel,) Sarcoma, or Sarcomatous 
tumours. } 


This genus contains many fpecies, to a 
defcription of which I next proceed; the firft 
of which I fhall treat, being apparently com- 
‘pofed of the coagulable part of the blood, 
rendered very generally vafcular by the 
growth of veflels through it, without having 
any noticeable peculiarity in their diftribution, 
may therefore be cailed — 


Common Vafcular, or organized Sarcoma. 


The names by which I have duftinguifhed 
the different fpecies of farcoma have been 
objected to, becaufe they are derived from 
internal circumftances, and not from any 
information, which can be acquired prior to 
an operation. I have hot, however, been 
able to devife any better mode of denomi- 
nating, thefe tumours; for all the fpecies 
muft agree in the external characters, thofe 
of an iticreafe of bulk, and a flefhy feel. If, 

| C2 however, 
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however, an arrangement of tumours was once 
made, fo that the hiftory of each fpecies could — 
be particularly remarked, we might perhaps — 
be able, from this circumftance, to form a ~ 
probable opinion of the nature of the tumour 4 
and of the mode of treatment which it would : 
require ; and, by adverting to the ftrudture 4 
of the removed tumour after an operation, fs 
we might determine whether it would be — 
right to remove or leave the contiguous parts. i 
It is defigned then, to include under this title _ 
all thofe tumours, which appear to be com- 4 
poled of the gelatinous part of the ‘blood, — 
rendered more or lefs vafcular by the growth 
of veflels through it. 


The vellels which pervade this fubftance 
are, in different inftances, either larger or 
{maller, more or lefs numerous: they are dif- : 
tributed in their ufual arborefcent manner, i 
without any defcribable peculiarity of ar-_ 
rangement. This kind of tumour feems to 
be the moft fimple in its nature; many, per= _ 
haps all, of the varieties of tumours, were at _ 
firft of this nature. The fatty tumour lately — 

5 mentioned ~ 
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mentioned was doubtlefs at firft common vaf- 
cular fubftance ; but the veffels fecreted fat 
in the body of the tumour, whilft the neck 
underwent no fuch change. | 


It is then fuch tumours as are organized 
throughout, but without any diftinguithable 
‘peculiarity of ftruGure, that are meant to be 
confidered under this title. This ftru@ure is 
‘met with not only in difting tumours, but 
likewile in the teftis, mamma, and abforbent 
glands. In the teftis I have feen the veffels, 
very numerous and {mail, difperfed through 
every part of the tumour. In the mam- 
‘ma they feem to be rather large than nu- 
merous, and the organization appears lefs 
complete. 


When this kind of tumour has attained a 
contiderable fize, the fuperficial veins appear 
remarkably large ; on which acceunt, together 
with their curioufly meandering courfe be- 
neath the fkin, they cannot fail to attra@ 
attention. Perhaps the weight of the tumour 
comprefies the deeper feated veins, and 

C 3 obliges 
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obliges the blood to return in larger quany — 


tities through thofe nearer the furface; or 


perhaps thefe veflels undergo a kind of © 
fympathetic enlargement; for they do not 
appear to be diftended by the blood which — 


they contain, 


Thefe tumours are generally dull in their 


fenfation; enduring even a rough examination — 


by the hand, and ele&rifying, without be- 
- coming painful. I fufped that it is this kind — 
of farcoma, which fometimes, though rarely, © 


fuppurates; but as, when that event takes 


place, even partially, the reft of the fubftance 


is, in general, {peedily removed by abforption, ; 


I have had no opportunity of afcertaining 


this circumftance. 


Thefe tumours generally grow till the {kin 


is fo diftended that it ulcerates, and expofes” 
the new-formed fubftance ; which, being as 
it were obliged to inflame, and not being able ; 
to fuftain difeafe, floughs and falls out; ; 


fometimes portions feem to be detached, and 


| 


coine away without floughing. In this man- » 
neem 


OF TUMOURS. 23 


ner is the difeafe occafionally got rid of ; but 
fuch is the conftitutional irritation attending 
this procefs, and the difgufting foctor and 
frightful appearance of the part, that the fur- 
geon generally recommends, and the patient 
fubmits to its removal at this juncture. 


As Cafes will probably convey more in- 
formation in lefs words than defcription or 
Narrative, and as they identify the kind of 
difeafe which is meant to be defcribed, and 
inform, as it were by example; I defign to 
relate one or more cafés of each kind of 
tumour, and thus curtail as much as I can 
my defcription of them. 


CASE. 


A woman, between forty and fifty years 
of age, was admitted into &t. Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital, on account of a confiderable tu- 
mour which had grown on the infide of the 
knee, and had fo concealed the tibia, that it 
could not be felt. She remembered it when 
of the fize of an egg, but could give no in- 

C 4 formation 
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formation to our inquiries, whether in that 
{tate it was fixed to the bone, or moveable 
upon it. It meafured two feet in circum- 
ference, and had been gradually increafing 


between three and four years. The veins — 
were large, and formed an appearance like 


network on the furface, 


As the tumour advanced in fize it had 


gradually prevented her moving about till it 


entirely confined her to her bed. In this 
fituation it was not painful till within half a 
year before her admiffion into the hofpital ; 
when, from the fenfe of diftenfion of the 


fkin, and the infammation induced in that 


part, fhe became reftlefs and feverith, and 
loft her flefh confiderably. At length, the 
the {kin ulcerated, and the expofed tumour 
inflamed and floughed at different times, fo 
as to leave a cavity in it of the fize of a pint- 
bafon, From the fides of this cavity there 
was poured forth a moft copious and fetid 
difcharge: fhe had frequently loft blood from 


the veffels laid open by ulceration or flough- ‘ 


ing ; and, on her admiffion into the hofpital 


the 
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fhe had a confirmed heAical fever through 


weaknefs and irritation. 


The ftate of the patient’s health, the mag- 
nitude of the tumour, the uncertainty of its 
origin, (for it was fuppofed to have arifen 
from a difeafed bone) made amputation ap- 
pear the only means of preferving life. Upon 
an examination of the amputated limb, which 
was previoufly injetted, this tumour was 
found to have no conne@ion with the bone 
or joint upon which it lay. The lower 
part of the tumour was covered by a thin 
capfule, made apparently of condenfed cel- 
lular fubftance, and it was loofely connected 
to the parts on which it lay; but on the fur- 
face of the tumour next the {kin the capfule 
firmly adhered to it in confequence of the 
infammation which had taken place. The 
fubftance of which the tumour was compoled 
appeared to have been originally of a coagu- 
lable nature, and the veflels which ramified 
throughout it, appeared to be rather large 
than numerous: yet this appearance might 
have arifen from an imperfect injection. 


This 


4 : 
r 

] 

or 
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This fingle cafe is fuflicient to convey all 
the general information on this fubje@, which 


I have obtained. It is unneceflary to add 


parallel inftances, and I am unwilling to load 


the account with minute particulars, left they A 


_thould ob{cure the principal fa@s. Probably 


from the want of knowledge I may have — 
included, without difcrimination, many va- _ 
rieties in this {pecies of tumour ; and, perhaps, © 
further obfervations will furnifh more {pecific 
diftinions in thefe difeafes. The fubje@ — 
is but begun ; and the difficulty of the in- | 
veltigation will, | hope, apologize. for the — 
{mall advances which I have been yet able — 


to make. 


Adipofe Sarcoma. 


This is a very common fpecies oft farco- 
matous tumour, and is formed moft com- . 
monly on the front, or back part of the © 
trunk of the body, and fometimes in the 4 


extremities, 


Although it is generally formed in the | 


midft of cellular and adipofe fubftance, there 


can 


W 
4 . 
: 
’ 


: 
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can be little doubt that its origin is like that 
of other tumours; that, in the firft inftance, 
it was coagulable lymph, rendered vafcular 
by the growth of veffels into it, and that its 
future ftru€ture was the confequence of their 
arrangement and actions. That this was the 
‘cafe in the pendulous tumours mentioned in 
the preliminary obfervations (page g.) feems 
to be certain. 


The diftina origin of fuch tumours is 
made fufficiently evident, by obferving, that 
they have always a thin capfule of common 
cellular fubftance, which feparates them from 
the contiguous parts. This capfule feems 
merely to be the effect of that condenfation 
of the furrounding cellular fubftance, which 
the preffure of the tumour occafions. As the 
erowth of adipofe tumours is regularly and 
flowly progreffive; as nothing like inflamma~- 
tion in general accompanies their increafe ; 
their capfules afford a ftriking inftance of an 
inveftment acquired fimply by a flight con- 
denfation of the furrounding cellular ftruc- 
ture, unaffected by inflammation, The cap- 

| fule, 
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fule, which is very thin, adheres but flightly 
to the tumour ; and the principal conne@tion 
appears to be by veffels, which pafs through it 
to enter the fubftance of the tumour. Thefe : 
veflels are fo fmall and the conneétion fo 
flight, that no diffe@tion is required to fepa- 
rate it; for when the tumour is to be re- 
moved, the hand of the operator can be 
eafily introduced between it and its inveft- 


ment, and it is thus readily turned out of — 


its capfule. 


The veflels of adipofe tumours are neither 
large nor numerous ; they are readily torn. 
when the feparation alluded to is attempted, 
and they fearcely bleed after it has been 
effe€ted. It is natural to fuppofe when the 
greater part of a large tumour has been de- 
tached, and no veffel of confequence has been 
divided, that fome principal nutrient artery 
will afterwards be met with, and this fup- 
pofition produces an unneceflary hefitation 
on the part .of the operator. There is in- 
deed no fpecies of tumour that can be re-_ 
moved with fo much celerity, with fuch ap= 

parent 


Oe 
a 
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\ 


parent dexterity, or with fuch complete fe- 
curity againft future confequences as thofe of 
an adipofe nature. In fome inftances, how- 
ever, when inflammation has been induced, 
the capfules even of thefe tumours are 
thickened, and adhere fo as not to be fe- 
parable without difficulty from their furface. 
To certify this remark I may mention the 
cafe of a man who had an adipofe tumour 
growing beneath the fkin of the nates, in 
which the preflure from fitting occafioned 
inflammation, and this kind of tenacious ad- 
hefion of the capfule to its furface. ‘This 
circumftance made the feparation of the {kin 
from off its furface difficult, when the extirpa- 
tion of the tumour was undertaken; but, 
after that was accomplifhed, the bafe of the 
tumour was lifted up and removed with great 
facility, and almoft without the ufe of the 
knife. The under part of this tumour had 
not a regular furface, but projected in por- 
tions fo as to have a lobulated appearance ; 
a circumftance which is not unfrequent, and 
which deferves to be mentioned. Irom the 
occurrence of inflammation likewile thefe 

tumours 
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tumours fometimes adhere to the cohtie 
guous parts ; of which circumftance the cafe 
which I am about to relate affords a curious © 


example. 


Lhave known feveral fatty tumours grow= — 


ing at the fame time, In different parts of the | 
body of the fame perfon. 


I fhall take the liberty of giving an ac« — 


count of the extirpation of a very large tus 
mour of this kind; as the cafe is particularly 


interefting, and fhews that the circumftances _ 4 


ufually met with are ee eens by the fize of 
the tumour. 


fa, SS CASE. 


A healthy middle-aged man-had a tumour 
formed apparently beneath the fafcia of his 
thigh, which he remembered when no bigger 
than an egg. It had increafed by a regular 
and {low progrefs, in little more than four 


; 
‘ 
ol 


4 


oe ee ee ee 


years, toa very great magnitude, fuch as 


may be eafily fuppofed, when it is told, that 


it weighed, after removal, between fourteen 


and 
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and fifteen pounds. It had been attended 


with no pain during its increafe, and was — 


now only inconvenient by its bulk, 


The furgeons who firft faw this patieng 
would not undertake any operation, feeling 
am uncertainty as to the nature and con- 
nections of the tumour; though they all 


agreed that, when the {kin gave way, there 


was but little chance of the poor man’s fur- 
viving the confequences of fuch an expofure. 
Confidering from the hiftory of the cafe, that 
the tumour muft have been removable in the 
firft inftance; believing, from its freedom 
from pain and irritation, that it was of no 
malignant nature, and that an operation was 
only alarming from its magnitude; I recom- 
mended the patient to fee the moft eminent 
furgeons in London, before he returned in 
defpair to the country, from whence he had 
come for relief. Mr. Cline gave him more 
dire hopes of fuccefs than he received elfe- 
where, and he went into St. Thomas’s Hof- 
pital to fubmit to the operation. 


When 
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When Mr. Cline had divided the fkin and 
fafcia of the thigh, the tumour was eafily 


turned out; but it had unfortunately acquired ~ 
a ligamentous adhefion to the orbicular liga- _ 
ment of the hip, which could not be fepa- ~ 
rated without, in fome degree, injuring that 
part. This attachment appeared to be about — 
half an inch in breadth and about one fourth © 
of an inch in length. The caufe and nature 
of this firm attachment to the ligament of — 
the hip, feems the only circumftance peculiar — 
to this cafe, or requiring explanation. It ap- — 
pears to me eafily accounted for, by fuppofing — 
the tumour to have comprefled and irritated — 


that part, and thusto have occafioned an adhe- 
fion, at firft of a gelatinous nature, but which 


afterwards becoming organized, had aflumed ~ 
the ftruture of the parts, from whence it pro- © 
ceeded. In like manner tumours growing 
near, and comprefling the furface of bones, — 


frequently occafion a degree of exoftofis. 


No hemorrhage followed the removal of ~ 
the tumour. The wound at firft appeared 
difpofed to do well, but the patient became — 


feverith, 


q 


_ 
a ee 
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feverifh, and it did not unite by adhefion. 


There were alfo fome fymptoms indicating 
inflammation about the hip-joint. The man, 


however, furmounted thefe difficulties, and, 


after fome months, was difcharged from the 
Hofpital. 


There were two circumftances in the ope- 


ration attended with danger ; one, the fize of 
‘the wound, which could hardly be expected 


to unite by adhefion, on account of the irri- 


_tation which from its extent muft be created ; 
the other, this unlucky attachment to the 


ligament of the joint. It is to be lamented, 


that a difeafe, fo readily removable in its com- 
-mencement, fhould have been fiffered to ac- 


quire a magnitude, which alone was a fource 
of danger. | 


Pancreatic Sarcoma. 


The next fpecies of farcomatous tumour 


which I fhall defcribe, refembles in appear= 


ance the pancreas, and, on that account, may 


be named (if the etymological import of the 


D word 
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word be not confidered as prohibitory) Pan- 
creatic Sarcoma, 


This new-formed fubftance is made up of | 


irregularly fhaped mafles; in colour, texture, — 


and fize refembling the larger mafles which 


compofe the pancreas. They appear alfo to — 


be connected to each other, like the portions ‘ 
of that gland, by a fibrous fubftance of a — 


loofer texture. This kind of farcoma, though — 


fometimes formed diftin@ly in the cellular 


iubftance, more frequently occurs in the fe- — 
male breaft, perhaps originating in lymphatic 
glands; and, as cafes of this kind fufficiently. 


illuftrate its nature and progrefs, and appear 
more interefting in proportion to the im- 


portance of the parts concerned, I fhall fele& | 
{ome inftances of this kind, to fhew thofe — 
circumftances which feem moft important ~ 


in the hiftory of this ree of farcoma, 


J fhall, however, firtt relate a cafe of this 4 
difeafed ftru@ure occurring. in the lymphatic 


glands beneath the lower jaw, and afterwards 


5 {peak — 
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~ {peak of its progrefs when it takes place 
- about the female breait. 


A man came to St. Bartholomew’s Hof- 


pital from Oxfordthire, with three difeafed 
) lymphatic glands, each of the fize of a very 
large plumb. They were fituated beneath 


_ the bafis of the jaw, upon the mylohyoideus 
mufcle. They refifted the attempts which 


had been made to difcufs them ; and had not 


been removed from an apprehenfion that a 


dangerous hemorrhage would take place in 


‘the operation. The glands had gradually, 


though very flowly, attained their prefent 


| magnitude, for the difeafe.was of fifteen’. 
- years’ duration. The furrounding parts were 


not affected. Sir Charles Blicke undertook 


and accomplifhed the removal of the dif- 
eafed glands, the ftruéture of which was 


exadtly fuch as has been defcribed, This 
cafe is related in the firft place, as it fhews 
moft clearly the ufual charaeriftics of 
this fpecies of difeafed ftru@ure ; which are 


thofe of fowly increafing, of not being 


D2 prone 
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prone to inflammation, or tending to fup- 
' puration, 


It may not be improper to mention, 
though it is irrelevant to the prefent fubje@, 
that, in the operation, the external maxillary j 
artery was unavoidably divided. It did not, — 
however, bleed immediately after the operas — 
tion, fo that this cirumftance was not per-_ 
ceived ; and the edges of the wound were _ 
brought together by one future, and accu- 
rately and firmly clofed by fticking-plafter. — 
Shortly afterwards the patient felt a fenfe of ; 
choking, which increafed to a ftate of almoft — 
actual {uffocation. Indeed it feems probable 3 
that this might really have happened before ~ 
any one could have got to his affiftance, had _ 
not fome of the plafters fortunately given way, _ 
and afforded fome difcharge to the blood: 
for a very great quantity of coagulated blood 
had collected within the wound, and com- 
preffed the trachea and pharynx to a greater 
degree than would readily be believed by © 
thofe who had not witneffed the fad. This ‘ 


2 circumflance — 
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-eircumftance is imentioned to fhew the im- 
propriety when there is any chance of hx- 
morrhage, of clofing wounds {fo firidly by 
| ‘Mticking-plafter, as to allow no exit to any 
blood that may be effufed ; and it is particu- 
larly unfafe in circumftances fimilar to thofe 
_ of the foregoing cafe. If the hemorrhage be 
but fmall in quantity, and the efcape of the 
blood be prevented, it feparates the fides of 
the wound which fhould lie in clofe contad, 
and thereby prevents their immediate union ; 
and, if it be confiderable, it deferves to be 
Temarked, that, fo far is the compreffion 
which the confined blood muft make on the 
arteries, from which it. was poured, from 
_ftopping the bleeding, that it feems to be a 
—ftimulating caufe, exciting an hemorrhagic 
action in the veffels. This remark is mani- 
fefted by the prefent, as well as by many 
other cafes in furgery. 


This kind of farcoma frequently forms 
-amidft the mammary gland, a little above, 
_and on that fide of the nipple, which is next 
tothe arm. Its appearance would lead one 
D3 to 
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to fuppofe, that it was a lymphatic gland, — 


which 1s ufually found in that fituation, cons 
verted into this ftru@ture; but fometimes it 
feems like a diftin@ tumour. It is the ‘ap- 


pearance of the capfule which invefts the — 


tumour, that has led me to form’ thefe 
opinions. a: 


Thefe tumours leffen in bulk if judicioully 


treated; but. if they cannot be entirely dif 


perfed, they increafe gradually; and when 


they have attained fome confiderable fize, z 
they are generally removed, from apprehen- — 


fion of the confequences which they might 


produce, if they were fuflered to remain. If 
the tumour be indolent, and. if it increafes 
flowly, the parts furrounding it, and the @ 
glands in the_axilla are not affected. But 


fome tumours formed by this kind of difeafed 
ftructure, which do not unfrequently occur 
in the breaft, are, contrary to the ordinary 


properties of fuch difeafes, of a very irritable 4 


nature, occafioning fevere and lancinating 


pain, and producing an inflammatory ftate of 
the {kin which covers them, fo that it be- 
comes 
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comes adherent to their furface. They alfo 
irritate the abforbents leading to the axilla, 


and produce enlargement of their glands: 


From thefe circumftances 1 fufpec that thefe 


tumours may be frequently confidered as 


cancers. Thefe extremely irritable tumours 


do not generally attain any confiderable mag- 


nitude; they are reduced in fize by the treat- 
ment which has been mentioned, but increafe 
again, when it has been defifted from. Some- 
times a tumour of this nature, which was 
irritable in the firft inflance,.,becomes in- 
dolent after the. activity of the: difeafe has — 
been checked by proper local ,applications, 
but in other cafes the irritability of the difeafe 
recurs. The pain is lancinating, and fo fevere 
as to make the patients feverifh, grow faint 
frequently, and lofe their mufcular {trength. 
When the axillary glands become affected, 
one generally fwells at firft, and is extremely 
tender and painful; but afterwards the pain 
abates, and it remains indurated: another 


then becomes affected, and runs through the 


fame courfe. [I remember an inftance where 
many of the glands. attained a confiderable ° 
D4 magnitude, 
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magnitude. The cafe was confidered as. 
cancerous, and the tumour, which was of the 
firucture that has been defcribed, and alfo 
fome of the difeafed glands were removed, 
but feveral were left, and the patient did well. 


CASE, 
A young woman, who lived with me as 
a fervant, fuffered for more than two years 
fevere pain, and confiderable conftitutional — 
indifpofition, from a tumour of this kind, 
which had caufed inflammation and en- " 
Jargement of ‘three of the: axillary glands. 
Being afluréd that it was not carcinomatous. 
from its diminution under {urgical treatment, — 
I waited in hopes:that fome beneficial change 
would {pontaneoufly take place; but at laft, 
by her requeft, and, with the coinciding 
opinion of Sir Charles Blicke, I removed the 
original tumour, leaving the difeafed glands 
in the axilla. The fource of irritation being 
taken away, they gradually fubfided, and 
the patient foon grew fat, and became. 
and remained remarkably healthy. I have 
known many fimilar cafes. As I have 
preferved 
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preferved no notes, and do not perfedtly 
recolleé&t any cafe, of a tumour of this ftruc- 
ture occurring in a diftin@ form, unlefs fome 
of thofe about the breaft may be fo con- 
fidered ; and as I with to thew that all thefe 
difeafes occur diftintly as well as in glands, 
J fhall, as an inftance of a pancreatic ap- 
pearance in a diftin&’ tumour, refer the 
reader to the curious Cafe publithed in 
London by Dr. Bouttatz of Mofcow, of a 
tumour which grew beneath the conjunétiva 
of the eye, and protruded it between the 
eyelids. ‘The tumour was feven inches long 
‘and three inches and a half in circumference, 
and weighed two pounds anda half. The 
ftru€ture, which is reprefented in a plate, 
anfwers correctly to that which I have de- 
nominated pancreatic, and it had alfo the 
ordinary characters of this difeafed ftrudture, 
which are thofe of flowly and regularly in- 
creafing, not prone to inflammation nor 
tending to fuppuration. The tumour, as 
might be naturally ‘fuppofed, was clofely 
connected with the tunica conjunctiva againft 
which it prefled, but the bafe of it was 
eafily elevated from the cornea which fill 


retained 


42 A CLASSIFICATION 


retained its natural tranfparency, and the 


patient regained his fight on its removal. — 


Cyftic Sarcoma. 


The next {pecies of farcomatous. tumour, — 


as it contains cells or cyfts, may be named 


Cyftic Sarcoma; and this fpecies will be 


_ eo 


found to comprehend varieties. This {fpecies — 


fometimes occurs as a diftin& tumour, but _ 
is more frequently met with in the teftis — 


and ovary. In one kind of difeafe ‘of the 


teftis, the part is perhaps enlarged-to fix times " 


its natural fize, and  confifts of a congeries 
of cells, containing a ferous fluid ; their 
fize is that of currants or grapes, but of an 
oval figure. The fides of the cyfts are’ fo 
vafcular as to be made red by injection ; 


and fometimes the injection is even effufed 


and tinges the contents of the cyft. Dr. 
Baillie has favoured us with an elegant 
and correé& reprefentation of this difeafe, in 
his Series of Engravings intended to illuftrate 


the Morbid Anatomy of fome of the moft 


important Parts of the Human Body *, « I 


* Vide Fate. &. Plate 8. Fig, 2. 
have 
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shave known this alteration of firu@urethe con- 
fequence of a blow received onthe part; but, 


in general, it occurs without evident injury. 
The firm or farcomatous part of an ovary; 
affords a good fpecimen of the ftru@ure I. 
am defcribing ; the cells are here much larger, 
and are fo vafeular as-to be made quite red 
by injeGion. | Pa 


To fhew that this ftru€@iure is not pe- 


-culiar to thefe parts, I may mention the fol- 
lowing cafe: a tumour was taken from the 
face of a boy by Sir Charles Blicke, which, 


when divided, was found to confit ‘entirely 
of an aflemblage of cells filled with a watery - 
yet coagulable fluid. 


In the teftis, cyfts are not unfrequently 


found containing a kind of cafeous fubftance. 
In this cafe too, the fides of the cyft are vaf- 
¢ular. The cyfts are generally large, and 


fometimes there is but one. I have called 


the fubftance cafeous, becaufe it refembles 


_cheefe in confiftence, and in colour; being of 
os 


a yellowifh caft, and of an undtuous ap- 


pearance 


Ad A CLASSIFICATION 


pearance, but it is not at all un@uous to the’ 
touch, It may be proper to mention, that 


this cafeous fubftance is fometimes irregularly _ 


diftributed throughout the vafcular fubftance 


of a difeafed teftis, without being confined ; 


in diftinc cyfts. I believe this kind of far- 


cocele is particularly unyielding to medical — 


treatment. 


Maftoid, or Mammary Sarcoma. 


There is a {pecies of farcomatous tumour, 
which indeed I have not frequently met 


with, but which fo ftrikingly refembles the 


mammary gland in colour and texture, that, 
withing to diftinguifh it on account of the 
following cafe, I have named it Mammary. 
Sarcoma. 


I have feen this fubftance (which is white 
and firm, and has a fimilarity of appearance 
throughout) in the midft of adipofe tu- 
mours ; but my attention was not particu- 
larly excited to it till the following cafe 
occurred, | 


A mo- 
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A moderately healthy middle-aged woman 
eame from the country to St. Bartholomew’s 
- Hofpital, on account of a tumour of the fize. 
of a very large orange, which had grown 
gradually on the front of her thigh: it lay 
_ beneath the integuments and above the fafcia. 
It was removed by an operation, and the in- 
-teguments covering the tumour were alfo 
taken away, as in the removal of the can- 
cerous breaft. The fides of the wound were 
brought together by fticking-plafter, and, at 
firft, feemed difpofed to heal; but afterwards 
_aconfiderable induration of the furrounding 
parts took place, and the wound degenerated 
into a malignant ulcer, which fpread exten- 
fively, and was incorrigible by any medical 
means employed. As the ulcer fpread, fo, 
in the fame proportion, did the hardnefs of 
the parts which furrounded it. The pain 
and fever fo exhaufted the patient, that in 
_ about two months fhe died. 


_ This tumour, the appearance of which was 
exatly of the kind that has been defcribed, 
feemed to have no diftin@ capfule, but to De 

gradually 
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gradually loft in the furrounding parts. The — 
whole of the difeafed part feemed to have 
been removed, yet it is probable that the con- 
tiguous parts had a difpofition to difeafe, 
which was aggravated, and rendered more _ 
virulent, by the injury of the operation, © 
Could the circumftances have been forefeen, — 
it might have been right to have removed the a 
parts {urrounding this tumour more extens _ 
fively, as fuggefted in one of the preliminary — 
obfervations. - 


~ There isa fimilar kind of difeafed ftiruGture, 
but of a fofter texture, which is frequently 
found as a diftin@ tumour, or in glandular 
parts ; which perhaps might, with propriety, | 
be confidered as a variety of the fame {pecies © 
of farcoma. It has the fame uniformity of 
durface, but it is not always of a white colour, 
being occafionally of a brownifh or reddith 
tint. I have feen a fubftance of this kind 
forming a tumour furrounding and compref- 4 
fing the cefophagus, and caufing a contraction 


of that tube. I have feen this kind of fare 


¢oma in | glandular parts, in which the ‘pro- 7 
erels 
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-grefs and event of the cafe did not indicate 
the difeafe‘to be of a noxious nature. The 
general refult of my obfervations, however, 
has induced me to believe, that this difeafed 
-ftructure may degenerate into an intractable 
ulcer, which will communicate its difeafe to 
rhe furrounding parts, and I have therefore 
placed this fpecies of farcoma between thofe 
which feem to poffefs no malignity and thofe 
which follow, and which are of a very de- 
-ftructive nature. 


Tuberculated Sarcoma. 


- The next fpecies of farcoma which I have 
to defcribe may be named Tuberculated Sar- 
coma. It confifts of an aggregation of finall, 
firm, roundifh tumours, of different fizes and 
colours, conneéted together by a kind of cel- 
lular fubftance. The fize of the tubercles is 
from that of a pea to that of a horfe-bean, or 
-fometimes larger ; the colour of a brownith 

red, and fome are of a yellowifh tint. In Dr. 
Baillie’s Plates there is one of the tubercu- 
lated liver *, which expreffes the appearance 


* Vide Fafe. 5. Plate 2. 
| of 
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of this kind of farcoma as well as can pofibly 
be done by an engraving. 
. 
The inftances which I have feen have been _ 
chiefly in the lymphatic glands of the neck. a 
The tumours have ulcerated; have become 
painful and intra@table fores; and have de- 
{troyed the patient. The difeafe appears to — 
poffefs a very malignant nature. 4 


A remarkable cafe of this kind occurred _ 
in St. Bartholomew’s Hopital in r 707+ sate 
man between forty and fifty years of age, had 
a large tumour at the fide of his neck, be- 
neath the platyfma myoides. It meafured. 
about eight inches in length, and four in 
breacth. It was hard and irregular on the 
furface, feeming like a clufter of difeafed 
lymphatic glands, It was extremely painful, — 
and had greatly impaired his health, He 
affirmed that it had not been more than fix 
months fince its firft appearance, and in the © 
courfe of this time, numerous {mall tumours 


of fimilar denfity and ftru€ture had grown be-. 


neath the fkin all over the trunk of the body, — } 
but 
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but chiefly on the neck and abdomen. The 
_ fkin and the front of the tumour in the neck 
had ulcerated, and become a painful phage- 
denic fore ; and the patient died with heétic 
fever, in about fix weeks after his admiflion 
into the Hojpital. The ftructure of all the 
tumours was alike, and fuch as has been 
_deferibed: the body was examined by the 
ftudents of the Hofpital, who {aid that there 
were no tubercles on the vifcera, as there 
commonly are in cafes of this difeafe.—As 
_ this difeafe is uncommon, it may not be im- 
proper to relate another cafe on which I was 
-confulted in the courfe of the laft year. 


= 


A gentleman hada tumour in the lym- 
phatic glands of the axilla, which he had 
taken notice of about a month, and which 
was fuppofed to be of a fcrofulous nature. 
Twas confulted as to the propriety of his 
going to the fea-fide, The tumour was of 
the fize of an egg, and its furface was irre- 
gular from the projection of numerous tu- 
-_bercles. This circumftance ftruck me, and 
_Ied me to inquire if he had no other little 
| E. tumours 
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tumours in the fkin. He told me there was a 


one in the groin, which appeared on examina- 


tion to be a diftin& tubercle; and, on further — 
inquiry, I found that the glands above the col- 
lar-bone, by the fide of the neck, were in fome — 
degree affected. I had no doubt of the nature — 
_ of the difeafe, and told the phyfician, that, in ~ 
my opinion, it would terminate fatally. 4 


After about a fortnight, when I faw the pa- 


tient again, thefe tubercles had multiplied all : 
over the fkin, both in the front and back 
part of the body ; they were hardiand painful, 
and gave him the fenfation as if he was lying _ 
on a number of hobnails. The difeafe in — 
the glands, both below and above the collar- _ 
bone, had greatly increafed, and the arm was q 
very cedematous. The difeafe progreflively — 
increafed; the {kin feemed to peel off in- 
thin floughs from the furface of the enlarged — 
glands in the axilla;- but no floughing or — 


ulceration had taken place in the tumour q 
when the patient died, which was about five — 


weeks after I firft faw him. On examining - 
the body, the tubercles every where had the © 


appearance which has. been defcribed; and. 


many — 


q 


q 


‘ 
‘ 


ot | 
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many fimilar tubercles were found on the 
furface of the lungs, heart, liver, fpleen, 


omentum, and mefentery. The abforbent 
glands of the mefentery, and the other in- 


ternal abforbent glands were, however, un- 


affeéted by this difeafe. 


Medullary Sarcoma. 


The farcoma which is nest to be defcribed 


is generally found in the teftis, and is dif- 
 tinguifhed by the name of the foft cancer of 
'.that part. The term cancer is obje€tionable, 


becaufe it conveys an erroneous idea of its 


mature; for this difeafe, though . perhaps 


equally deftruGive, will be fhewn to be un-~ 


like cancer in its nature and progrefs, 


The tumour, in thofe cafes of the difeafe 


_ which I have moft frequently met with, has 


been of a whitifh colour, refembling, on a 


general and diftant infpedtion, the appearance 
of the brain. The difeafe is ufually of a 
_ pulpy confiftence ; and I have, therefore, 


~ been ‘induced to diftineuith it by the name 


Go 


of medullary, farcoma. Although I have 


i 2 ~more 


: \ 
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more frequently met with this difeafe of a 
whitith colour, yet I haveoften feen it of a 
brownifh red appearance. Which is moft 
common I cannot decide: the ftru€ture and 
feel of both are the fame, and their progrefs 
is alfo fimilar; they are therefore to be con- 
fidered as varieties of one fpecies. The 
fhorteft way in which I can communicatea _ 
knowledge of this difeafe, and render thofe 


remarks, which I have to make on it in- @ 


telligible, will be, by relating a cafe in which 
it proceeded to a very confiderable extent 
before it deftroyed the patient. 


CASE. 

A tall thin healthy-looking man, of about 
forty years of age, had, about fifteen years 
before, a {welled teflicle from a gonorrhea ; 
the epididymis remained indurated. Six years 


afterwards it became enlarged, and a hydro- a 


cele at the fame time formed. Half a pint 
_ of water was difcharged by a pundure, but 
inflammation fucceeded the operation, and 


this tellis became very large. An abfcefgs 
formed, 
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formed, and burft in the front of the fcrotum, 


and the teftis fubfided in fome degree. Mer 
- cury was employed to reduce it, but without 
_ effet. The part however was indolent, and 


gave the patient no trouble but from its 


bulk. 


About a year afterwards a gland enlarged 
in the left groin (the fame fide as the teftis): 


_ another then became {woln in the right groin, 


and, in the courfe of two years, feveral glands 
in each groin had obtained a very confider- - 
able magnitude. At this period he was ad- 


mitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, under 


the care of Mr. Long. The teftis was, at this 


time, between four or five inches in length, 


and about three in breadth; it refembled its 


natural form, and was indolent in its difpo- 


fition. The fpermatic chord was thickened, 


but not much indurated. Four or five glands 


were enlarged in the groin on both fides ; each 


of which was of the fize of a very large 
orange; and, when obferved. together, they 


formed.a tumour of very uncommon {fhape 


and magnitude. 


E 3 They 
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They gradually increafed in fize for fe- — 
veral months, till at laft the fkin appeared — 
as if unable to contain them any longer. It — 
became thin, inflamed, and ulcerated; firft in 
the left groin, and expofed one of the moft © 
prominent tumours. The expofed tumour : 
inflamed and floughed progreffively, till it 
entirely came away. As the floughing ex- — 
pofed its veflels, which were large, they bled © 
profufely, infomuch that the ftudents endea- _ 
voured, but in vain, to fecure them by liga- 
tures: for the fubftance of the tumour ~ 
was cut through, and torn away in the at- _ 
tempt. ‘Preffure by the finger, continued for — 
fome time, was the only effetual mode of — 
 reftraining this hemorrhage. : 


The lofs of one. gland relieved the dif- 
tended fkin, which had only ulcerated on the — 
moft prominent part of the tumour, and had 
not become difeafed. It now loft its inflamed 
afpe&: granulations formed, anda cicatrix | 
took place. In the oppofite groin a fimilar 
occurrence happened. One gland, expofed 
by the ulceration of the fkin, floughed out, — 

5 being 
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being attended by the circumftances juft re- 
cited. However before the fkin was cica- 
trized, ulceration had again taken place in the 


fright groin, in confequence of the great dif- 


tenfion of the {kin from the growth of the 
tumour; and floughing had begun in the tu- 
mour, when the patient, whofe vital powers 


: had long been greatly exhautted, died. 


The teftis was injeted, and, when divided, 
was found to be of a whitith colour, and 
moderately firm confiftence, and was made 
red by the injeClion in various parts. ‘The f 
tumour formed by the inguinal glands on each 
fide was as large as a man’s head, and the 
ftruture was very fimilar to that of the tef- 
tis but more pulpy. On opening the body 
the pelvis was almoft filled with fimilarly 
difeafed glands, and the vertebre were hidden 
by cthers as high up as the diaphragm. 
The difeafe in the upper ones was not how- 
ever fo far advanced as in the others: fome 
of the former, which lay clofe to the dia. 
phragm, and were not larger than a wal- 


nut, being cut into, a thick fluid, refembling 


gs cream 
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cream in colour and confiftence, efcaped, and 
was exprefled, and the gland was left a con- 
texture of loofe fibrous fubftance. 


The ftate of the glands newly affected a 


fhews, that the a€tions of this difeafe caufe a 


fecretion of fluid-like cream ; that this fluid 


acquires confiftence during its refidence in 
the part; and that it is the caufe of the in- 


creafe of fize in the gland. The profufe. 


hemorrhage, which took place during the 
‘ floughing, fhews that there is an increafe of 
veflels proportionate to the augmentation in 
bulk of the difeafed part *, The fimple ulcers 


ation. 


* Whether there are in this difeafe any new veffels formed 
may fairly be doubted ; the depofited fubftance acquires fo- 
lidity by refidence, but it is not of that nature which feems 
to admit of becoming organized. Indeed it may reafon- 
ably be queflioned, whether veflels will, in any inftance, 
grow into any depofited fubftance, except the gelatinous part 
of the blood, as that feems to be the common and natural 
matrix for them, Yet fome tubercles in the liver can be 
injected ; where the difeafe appears to be formed of a fecre- 
tion made from cyfts, and of a different nature from the gela- 


tinous parts of the blood: yet veffels have apparentlyg rown 


into the depofited matter. I.am alfo much miftaken if I 
haye not feen tubercles in the lungs fuppurate, though they 
| 7 were 


at ee eee 
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ation of the fkin from diftenfion, and the 


fubfequent healing of the ulcer fhew, that 
i this 


| Fan abn emcee th nn nent 


were of a kind which anatomifts in general confider as inor- 


) ganic, becaufe they have not been able to inje&t them. Does 


“not this change from a folid fubftance into pus imply that 


they are vafeular, fince they go through the fame changes 


that vafcular parts do? It may be faid that the change is 


brought about by the furrounding veflels, or by thofe of their 
cyfts; but, in the inftances alluded to, this fuppofition ap- 


_ peared to me improbable. The fubje&t feems curious, and 


I mention it merely to excite attention. I with alfo here to 


ftate fome facts which, though not important, may yet be 
ufeful; and which have left this impreflion upon my mind, 

that we do wrong to deny the life or vafcularity of, parts 
merely becaufe we cannot demonftrate their veffels by ana- 
tomical artifices.. The arguments cited by Mr. Hunter 
againft the vafcularity of the teeth are remarkably ftrong, 
and yet that accurate obferver could not convince his mind, 
that the decay of the teeth was merely a chemical procefs, 
which it fhould be, if they were inorganic. It appeared to 
me, that there was fo much animal fubftance in the bone of 
the tooth as to render it improbable that it would remain in 
the temperature, in which it exilts throughout life, without _ 
undergoing fome chemical change ; and indeed the progrefs 
of the decay of a tooth feemed to me more like an animal 
than a chemical procefs. - In difcuffing this fubjeé&t in a me- 
dical fociety I was led to afk, whether the decayed part of 
a tooth did not fometimes become painful before the cavity 
containing the veflels and nerves of the tooth became ex- 


poled; for, i in that cafe, the bone itfelf mult Tae fenfation. 
As 
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this morbid affection is unlike carcinoma, 
which communicates its difeafe to all conti- 


i 
} 


As far as my opportunities of obfervation enable me to reply — 
to this inquiry I fhould anfwer it in the affirmative; and it — 
is alfo known, that the whole crown of the tooth may be de- 9 
ftroyed to the level of the gum, and yet the patient may oc- 
cafionally efcape the tooth-ache. Suppofing then that the 4 


ation, without any attempt at reparation, fuch as we occas E 
fionally fee even in foft parts, I was led to inquire further, 


whether the furface might not be fometimes irritable and 
fometimes indolent; whether the difeafe might not fome- 
times proceed rapidly, and at another be nearly ftationary. 
If this fuppofition above mentioned had any truth in it, I 


thought we might put it to this teft, in order to afcertainthe 


the irritable furface of the decaying part as we do that of an 


ulcer with cauftic, and thus diminifh or remove the pain. ~ 
This I have done in a great number of inftances with fuccefs 3 


and the mode which I have adopted is to moiften the black 
decayed furface with muriatic acid one half or one third di- 
luted with water. ‘This application gives no pain, except 
fometimes when it gets into the cavity of the tooth, but it 
chemically decompofes the difeafed furface. I ufually repeat 


the application three times, allowing a fhort interval between — 


each. The furface which has been thus deftroyed is no 
longer fore; it may be touched with a probe, and ever 


cold water may be applied to it without caufing pain. As: 


far as my obfervation enables me to form an opinion on this’ — 


fubject, the moft common kind of tooth-ache takes place in 
the 


uous | 


decay of the tooth was owing to a procefs refembling ulcer- | 


probability or falfity of the conjecture. We might deftroy. 


r 
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-guous parts: neither has it the hardnefs, nor 
the difpofition to ulcerate, which charaCter- 
ize 

the following manner : The black furface of the tooth bee 
comes fore and painful when touched, particularly by any 
thing cold; and, after fome time, thefe fymptoms are aggra- 
ated, and the whole tooth feems tender in every part; 
from inflammation apparently excited by the irritation of 
the difeafed. part. The deftruction of the irritable decayed 
- furface does not, of courfe, immediately remove the general 
inflammation, but all fpringing pain, as many patients have 
galled it, ceafes, and the general inflammation gradually 


fubfides. 


Inthe few cafes where this mode of treatment did not 

| css the failure feemed to arife either from the im- 
practicability of touching the whole of the decayed furface» 
and from the decay extending into the cavity of the tooth ; 
in which cafe the acid, by touching the nerves, gives great 
pain, and may perhaps rather augment than diminifh the 
inflammation. Perhaps alfo this plan of treatment may 
-fometimes fail from the pain arifing from inflammation, be- 
ginning in the cavity of the tooth, in the firft inftance, and 
not arifing, as has been fuggeited, from an irritable and pain- 
ful fate of the decayed furface. Ihave alfo deftroyed one 
half of the decayed furface with the acid, and proportion- 
ately diminithed the patient’s fufferings, and then applied 
the remedy to the other half. I have alfo obferved, that 
é fome patients have complained of mott pain when the probe 
was applied to that part of the tooth neareft the furface; to 
that which Jay, as it were in a degree concealed, under the 


projecting 
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ize cancer. ‘The general difeafe of the ab= 


forbing glands fhews, that the difeafed aCtion 


is readily propagated in the courfe of thofe 
fufceptible veflels;. and the glands of the — 
pelvis being affected equally with thofe 
higher up, renders it probable that it in-— 
duces the difeafe, as well by imparting irri- — 
tation to them, as by furnifhing a matter ~ 
capable of ftimulating them when they have — 


imbibed it; an opinion that will be more 


firikingly verified by the next cafe which | : 


fhall relate. 


This fpecies of farcoma, though it ufually . | 
affe&ts the teftis, occafionally occurs in other 


parts. I fhall authenticate this fa& by the 
brief relation of another cafe,’ which will 


projecting fhell of the broken enamel. If the above ftate- 
ment be found, on further examination, to be fact, I think it 


- mutt be granted, that the bone of the tooth has nerves,and 


confequently veffels. I am alfo much miftaken if I have 


not feen the bone of the tooth tinged with bile like the other _ 
bones in perfons deeply jaundiced. This circumftance was. 


pointed out to me by Mr, Sutton, of Greenwich, who was at 


the time he made the obfervation a very induftrious ftudent, 


and Houfe-Surgeon at St, Bartholomew’s Hofpital. 
ferve 
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ferve alfo to throw additional light on the 
nature and progrefs of this difeafe. 


A boy about twelve years of age was 
brought to the Hofpital for advice, on ac- 
‘count of a tumour in the front of his thigh : 
it had been growing three or four months, 
and had then attained the fize of a large 
orange. The bafe of it was fituated clofe 
upon the bone. It incteafed, notwithftand- 
ing applications that were employed to dif- 
perfe it, and the patient became confined to 
this bed. After fome time the leg became 
edematous to a very great degree; the in- 
guinal glands were enlarged, but not in a de- 
gree proportionate to the oedema, none of 
them having attained to more than the fize 
of afmall walnut. The parts in the ham 
were alfo confiderably fwoln. In a fhort — 
time the caufe of the great degree of oedema 
was manifefted; for the lower part of the 
abdomen became diftended by a tumour, that 
feemed to rife out of the pelvis and comprefs 
the iliac veflels, The boy’s health, as may 
be 
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be fuppofed, gradually declined, and, when 


died. 


On examining the parts it was found, that — 
the tumour, though it lay clofe to the periof-_ 
| teum of the thigh bone, had no conneétion — 
with it; that it was in ftructure like the dif. 
eafe laft defcribed; and that the difeafe had : 
extended, through the medium, and in the 
-courfe of the abforbing. veffels, downwards — 
to the ham, where the glands were enlarged © 
and formed a confiderable tumour ; and up= ; 
wards into the pelvis, where the internal iliac 
glands more than filled one fide of that ca- 
vity, tiling out of it, as has been faid, fo as” 
to diftend the lower part of the abdomen. — 
The difeafe had alfo extended io as flightly to 4 
affeét the lumbar glands, The tumours in 
the ham and pelvis were of the fame ftruce 
ture as the original tumour. The inguinal — 


glands, though -affected apparently from the 
fame difeafe, were not confiderably en- 
larged. 


This 


2K a 


tay 


Y 


: 
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the difeafe had attained to this flate, he ~ 


Ne 
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This cafe alfo fhews the uncommon faci- 
lity with which this difeafe is propagated 
along the abforbing veffels; and its having ex- 
tended ‘downwards to the ham, as well as 
upwards into the pelvis, confirms the opinion, 
that it extends itfelf by imparting irritation 
‘to the veffels, as well as, perhaps, by furnifh- 
Ing a matter which, if imbibed, may commu- 
‘nicate the fame irritation. 


I have mentioned, as a variety of this dif. 
eafe, that in which the colour is different, 
being between a brown and that of the blood, 
but in texture and: organization, it does not 
appear diffimilar. It feems therefore as if the 
difeafed a€tion caufed the fecretion of a fluid, 

fometimes of a milky, fometimes of a more 
dutky hue; which gradually acquires. folidity 
and augments the bulk of the part. The dif- 
eafed part acquires in general a confiderable 
folidity when it has continued for fome time, 
fo as fearcely to deferve the names of foft’ 
cancer, or medullary farcoma. The hard- 
nefs is alfo, in fome inftances which I have 
feen, increafed, apparently by a thickening 
: of 
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of the cellular fubftance which pervades the | 
gland. 


It feems probable, however, that the fame — 
kind of difeafed ation may not be always — 
followed by the like alteration of ftructure,’ 
in the part which it affects. Mr. Aftley 
Cooper, in his Paper on Obftrudtions of ‘ 
the Thoracic Dud, mentions an inftance in © 
which matter, imbibed from a teftis affected — 
with a difeafe like the prefent, obftructed — 
‘that veffel. His defcription of the teftis is, — 
that it was * a pulpy mafs, compofed of — 
broken coagulable lymph, and blood-coloured — 
ferum *.” a 


I remember one inftance of the inguinal ~ 
and lumbar glands being affected with ‘a dif- a 
eafe fimilar to thofe juft defcribed, from a — 
difeafed teftis of a different ftru@Qture. The ~ 
teftis was removed in the Hofpital, and was | 
found much enlarged, and vafcular through- | 
out, except where fome foft cheefe-like matter 


© Vide Medical Records and Refearches, p. 96- 
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‘was depofited. Some of the inguinal glands 
enlarged, ulcerated, and floughed out, \ and 
the wound feemed difpofed to heal. The 


Iumbar glands were affefted, became ex- 


tremely painful, and the patient being pre- 


-vioully much exhaufted, funk under this laft 
complaint. 


He had been removed to fome diftance 


from the Hofpital, and I could not obtain 
-permiffion to examine the body till four days 


after his deceafe. I took out the lumbar 


glands and put them in water; and, the wea- 


ther being extremely hot, when I examined 


them the next day, I found that all the un- 
organized depofited matter which had en- 
farged them, had become putrid, and was 


_wathed away, leaving the capfule of the gland, 
and acongeries of flocculent fibres occupying 
the interior part of it: thefe were doubtlefs 
the veffels and conneéing cellular fubftance 
of the glands not indurated (as I have feen 


it in fome other inftances) by inflammation. 


In the advanced {tage of this difeafe fome- 


fumes, lymphatic glands out of the courfe of 


F abforption, 
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abforption, and of the participation of irrita- 
tion, become affected with the fame difeafe ; 
and a fecretion of this thick cream or bloody- 
coloured fluid takes place on the furface, or 
in portions, even in the liver or lungs, or 
other vifcera. I have heard this circumitance 
accounted for, by fuppofing that the abforp- 
tion of the matter depofited in the originally | 
difeafed parts was fo abundant as to induce 
the neceflity of depofiting it in various places; 
but it feems to me more natural to attribute | 
it to the more general prevalence of the fame 
difeafed difpofition throughout the body. 
For we frequently find, that folid tumours 
of fimilar ftruéture exift in various parts of 
the fame fubje€t; and fometimes they rapidly 
multiply as the difeafe advances; as was 
mentioned in the cafe which is related of 


tuberculated farcoma. 


Carcinomatous Sarcoma. 


The laft fpecies of farcomatous tumour which 
[ have to defcribe, is the Carcinomatous. It 
is not here defigned to give a full or diftin@ 


hiftory of Carcinoma, but only a general and 
2 comparative 
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‘comparative account of thofe circumftances 
in which it refembles or differs from other 
tumours. ‘This kind of tumour, on account 
of its peculiar hardnefs, is emphatically 
termed Scirrhus, while it remains entire and 
free from ulceration. But the word fcirrhus 
is frequently applied to other indurations, 
and it feems better, in order to avoid ambi- 
guity, toufe the fame term to denote all the 
{tages of this difeafe, naming it carcinoma, in 
the firft place, and ulcerated carcinoma when 
that change has occurred. ‘This difeafe is 
not, in every inflance, fo peculiarly hard as 
to entitle it to the epithet fcirrhus; and 
however indurated it may be, it ftill mutt 
be accounted a kind of flefhy tumour ; there- 
fore I may be allowed to call it carcinomatous 
farcoma. 


I fhall arrange the obfervations which I 
have to offer under three heads: if, The 
hiftory of carcinoma. 2dly, Its anatomical 
flru&ure; and, 3dly, I fthall compare this: 
difeafe with others which refemble it. I hall 
fuppofe the carcinoma to arife in the female 

F2 breatt, 
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breaft, as there it moft frequently occurs, and 
can be beft inveftigated. | 


It fometimes condenfes the furrounding 
fubftance fo as to acquire a capfule; and then 
it appears, like other farcomatous tumours, to 
be a part of new formation: in other cafes 
the mammary gland feems to be the nidus for 
this difeafed aGtion. The boundaries of the 
difeafe cannot be accurately afcertained in the 
latter cafe, as the carcinomatous ftruéture, 
having no diftinguifhable inveftment, is con- 
fufed with the reft of the gland. In either 
inftance carcinoma begins in a {mall fpot and 
extends from thence in all directions, like 
‘rays from a centre. This obfervation will 
ferve to diftinguith it from many other dif- . 
eafes which, at their firft attack, involve a 
confiderable portion, if not the whole of the. 
part, where they occur. The progrefs of © 
carcinoma is more or lefs quick in different: 
inftances. When flow, it is in general un-- 
remitting ; at leaft 1 am inclined to think that! 
the difeafe, though it may be checked, can-- 
not be made to recede by that medical treat-- 

§ ment t 
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ment which leffens the bulk of other farco- 
matous tumours. I {tate this opinion however 
with fome hefitation, for I have been in- 
formed by furgeons, that difeafes, the event 
of which proved them to be carcinomatous, 
have fuffered a confiderable redution in fize 
by that kind of local treatment mentioned 
‘in the preliminary obfervations. This cir- 
cumftance affords, in my opinion, another 
criterion, by which it may in general be 
diftinguithed. This obdurate and deftruétive 
difeafe excites the contiguous parts, whatever 
their nature may be, to the fame difeafed 
action. The fkin, the cellular fubftance of 
mu(lcles, and the periofteum of bones all be- 
come aifected, if they are in the vicinity of 
cancer, This very ftriking circumftance in 
the hiftory of carcinoma diftinguihes it from 
moft of the difeafes already defcribed. In 
medullary farcoma the difeafe is propagated 
along the abforbing fyftem, but the parts im- 
mediately in contact with the enlarged elands 
do not aflume the fame difeafed aGtions, Nei- 
ther in the tuberculated fpecies does the ul- 
ceration {pread along the fkin, but deftroys that 
part only where it covers the difeafed glands. 


Fr 3 It, 
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It was obferved by Mr. Hunter that a dil- 
pofition to cancer exifts in the furrounding 
parts, prior to the actual occurrence of the 
difeafed a€tion. This remark, which is veri- 
fied by daily experience, led to the following 
rule in practice: “ That a furgeon ought not 
to be contented with removing merely the 
indurated or actually difeafed part, but that 
he fhould alfo take away fome portion of the 
furrounding fubftance, in which a difeafed 
difpofition may probably have been excited.” 
In confequence of this communication of 
difeafe to the contiguous parts, the fkin foon 
becomes indurated, and attached. to a carci- 
nomatous tumour, which, in like manner, is 
fixed to the mufcles, or other part over which 
it was formed. 


As a carcinomatous tumour increafes, it 
generally, though not conftantly, becomes 
unequal upon its furface, fo that this inequa- 
lity has been confidered as charaéteriftic of 
the difeafe, and it is a circumftance which de- 
ferves much attention. A lancinating pain 
in the part frequently accompanies its growth ; 
but in fome cafes this pain is wanting, It 

attends 
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attends alfo on other tumours, the ftructure 
of which is unlike carcinoma; of which I - 
have given an inftance in {peaking of pan-. 
creatic farcoma. This pain cannot therefore 
be confidered as an infallible criterion of the 
nature of the difeafe. 


The difeafed fkin covering a carcinomatous 
tumour generally ulcerates, before the tumour 
has attained any great magnitude; a large 
chafm is then produced in its fubftance by a 
partly floughing, and partly ulcerating pro- 
cefs. Sometimes, when cells contained in 
the tumour are by this means laid open, 
their contents (which are a pulpy matter of 
different degrees of confiftence, and various 
colours) fall out, and an excoriating ichor 
diftils from their fides. This difcharge takes 
place with a celerity, which would almoft in- 
duce a perfon ignorant of the facility with 
which fecretion is performed, to believe that 
it cannot be produced by that procefs. 


When the difeafed actions have, as it were, 
exhaufted themfelves by their vehemence, 
Pa an 
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an attempt at reparation appears to take place, 
fimilar to that which occurs in healthy parts. 
New flefh is formed, conftituting a fungus 
of peculiar hardnefs, as it partakes of the dif 
eafed actions by which it was produced. This 
difeafed fungus occafionally even cicatrizes+ 
But though the actions of the difeafe are thus 
mitigated, though they may be for fome time 
indolent and ftationary, they never ceafe, 
nor does the part ever become healthy. 


In the mean while, the difeafe extends 
through the medium of the abforbing veffels, 
Their glands become affeQed at a confiderable 
diftance from the original tumour. The pro- 
grefs of carcinoma in an abforbent gland is the 
fame as #7*t which has been already defcribed. 
The difeafe is communicated from one gland 
to another, fo that after all the axillary glands 
are affected, thofe that lie under the collar- 
bone at the lower part of the neck, and upper 
part of the cheft become difordered. Occa- 
lionally a gland or two become difeafed higher 
up in the neck, and apparently out of the 
eourfe, which the abforbed fluids would take. 

The 
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The abforbent glands, in the courfe of the 
internal mammary veflels become affected as 
the difeafe continues. In the advanced ftage 
of carcinoma a number of {mall tumours, of 
fimilar ftructure to the original difeafe, form 
at fome diftance, fo as to make a = of ir- 
regular circle round it, 


Here it is no wonder that I conclude the 
accounts of the dreadful effects of this per- 
nicious difeafe. For when it has done fo 
much mifchief, the ftrongeft conftitutions fink 
under the pain and irritation which the dif- 
eafe creates, aggravated by the obftruction, 
which it occafions to the function of abforp- 
‘tion in thofe parts, to which the veffels lead- 
ing to the difeafed glands belong. ‘Towards 
the conclufion of the difeafe the patient 1s 
generally affeGted with difficulty of breathing 
and acough. In cafes where the external 
difeafe has been removed, the fame fymp- 
toms of difordered refpiration take place, and 
the patients die of the internal diforder, which 


je not apparent till the body is in{fpected. 
| It | 
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It has been a fubje&t of debate and, con- 
fideration, whether the difeafe of the abforb- 
ent glands, which takes place in carcinoma, 
be the effec of the ftimulus of matter im- 
bibed by thofe veflels from the original dif- 
eafe, or of irritation propagated along them. 
The reafon for fuppofing that no poifon is 
imbibed is, that if it were conveyed into the 
blood, it would produce general difeafe in the 
conftitution; but no more fever or general 
diforder is found to exift in carcinoma than — 
what would naturally be produced by the 
irritation which the affected parts occafion. It 
does not feem effential to my prefent defign to 
difcufs this fubje@& at length: it is however 
right to obferve, that we {carcely ever fee glands 
difeafed out of the courfe which the abforbed 
matter would naturally take, though they are 
affected in this manner in difeafes which can 
be propagated fimply by irritation. When the 
glands of the axilla are obftru@ed by difeafe, 
the abforbed matter will pafs by anaftomofing 
channels, into the internal mammary. abe 
forbents, and if occafionally one or two gland 

in 
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in the neck are found difeafed, they may be- 
come affected in the fame manner, by the 
fluids being obliged to take a circuitous route. 
It may be proper to enquire, whether thofe tu- 
mours, which arife in the circumference of car- 
cinoma, are not caufed by the abforbed matter 
being made to ftop for a time in the veflels, 
and thus to afford that irritation which in- 
duces difeafe in them and the contiguous 
parts? 


The difficulty of breathing and cough 
which generally occur in the laft ftages of 
carcinoma, have been {faid to arife from the 
difeafe in the glands on the infide of the 
thorax. I have never feen them fo greatly 
difeafed, as to appear adequate to this effea. 
I once thought they might contribute to it by 
prefling on the nerves, where they enter the 
thorax: of late I have {carcely doubted 
but that the difturbed ftate of refpiration has 
arifen from an affection of the liver, which 
almoft .conftantly occurs in the laft flages of 
carcinoma, 


There 
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There is another circumftance in the hiftory 
of cancer which deferves attention and invefti- 
gation ; that is, Whether a difeafe not origi- 
nally cancerous can become fo in its progrefst 
We can only form our opinions on this fub- 
je from analogy and obfervation. Analogy 
leads us to believe; that fuch an alteration in 
the difeafed a€tions may readily take place. 
Venereal buboes often change their nature 
after the adminiftration of mercury, and be- 
come troublefome fores, to which that medi- — 
cine is rather detrimental than beneficial. 
Injuries induce inflammation and enlargement 
of parts, which afterwards degenerate into 
{crofulous. difeafes. But, though analogy 
feems fo ftrongly to favour the opinon, I can- 
not take upon myfelf to fay, that my obferva- 
tions have confirmed it. When tumours have 
been removed, the hiftory of which corre~ 
{ponded to that of cancer, a cancerous ftruéture 
was obferved in them; and, on the contrary, 
in difeafes of an apparently different nature, 
a different organization has been found. I 
once, indeed, aflifted at an operation where 
the tumour was of that kind which I have 


denominated 


p 
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denominated pancreatic; and I heard after- 


wards, that the patient died in the country of 


a difeafe which was reputed cancerous. Again, 


in inveftigating this fubje@ it deferves to be re- 


marked, and every furgeon muft, I believe, be 
famliarly acquainted with this fact, that many” 


. difeafed tumours remain inthe breaft for a great 


length of time, perhaps during life, without 
undergoing any change in their nature; or, 
in other words, without becoming cancerous. 


It is difficult to convey correct ideas of the 
ftruGture of carcinoma by words, or even by 


drawings. In the generality of inftances the 
difeafed part is peculiarly hard, and there are 


intermixed with it firm whitifh bands, fuch 


‘as Dr. Baillie has defcribed and reprefented 


in his Book and Plates of Morbid Anatomy. 
There is indeed no other ftriking circum- 
ftance, which can be mentioned as conftantly 
claiming attention in the ftru€ture of this 
difeafe. Thefe firm whitith bands fometimes 
extend in all directions from the middle to- 
wards the circumference of a carcinomatous 
tumour, like rays from a center, having little 

intervening 
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intervening matter. Sometimes they inter- 
fet it irregularly ; having interpofed between 
them a firm brownith fubftance, which may 
be feraped out with the finger. Sometimes they © 
form cells containing a pulpy matter of various 
colours and confiftence ; and fometimes thefe 
bands affume an arborefcent arrangement, 
ramifying through the difeafed fubftance. 


Firm white bands, like thickened and com- 
pact cellular fubftance, are feen as the dif- 
eafe advances, to extend themfelves from the 
original tumour amidft the fat in which it is 
occafionally imbedded, intercepting portions 
of fat in the-irregular areole which they 
form. ‘This appearance led Dr. Adams to 
conjecture, that the fat might be originally 
difeafed, and that thefe white bands might 
be a thickening of the cellular fubftance, 
which enfued asa natural confequence. This 
circumftance deferves confideration on ac- 
count of its practical application ; for if, after 
removing a carcinomatous tumour, the fur- 
geon attends to the part which has been taken 
away, he will fee if any of thefe bands have 

been 
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been cut through, and, confequently, whether 
fome of this difeafed fubftance, which ought 
to be removed, has not been accidentally 
left. This circumftance cannot be obferved 
by looking ‘at the bleeding furface of the 
wound, but may be readily afcertained by 
examining the part which has been removed. 


Thefe are the chief circumftances, which I 
think fufficiently charaterize carcinoma, and 
diftinguith it from other farcomatous tu- 
mours. The account of them is brief, and 
much has been omitted, becaufe it was not 
defigned particularly to difcufs the fubje@ of 
carcinoma, but merely to point out its dif- 
tinguiihing characters. I now proceed to 
{peak of difeafes refembling cancer; though, 
in fo doing, I fhall digrefs a little from 
the principal fubje€&t of this paper, that 
is, to defcribe the diftinguifhable kinds 
of farcomatous tumours, and give their 
hiftory. — STH 


According to the preceding account, car- 
cinoma begins in a fmall fcirrhus, which 
| gradually 
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gradually enlarges and afterwards ulcerates. 
It does fo in the breaft, lip, tongue, and cer- 
vix uteri; yet it may be enquired if it does 
fo in every inftance. Parts fometimes fuper- 
ficially ulcerate at firft, and afterwards acquire 
furrounding hardneis, and ftrikingly refemble 
carcinoma, if they do not ftrictly deferve that 
name. This is the way in which fome difeafes 
proceed, which. occur near the fide of the 
nofe or eye, and which gradually deftroy the 
parts in which they are fituated, and cannot 
be cured by any mode of local or general 
treatment. ‘The intelligent reader will not 
fufpec&t me of confounding thefe more malig- 
nant difeafes with the herpes exedens nafi, 
in which the morbid aétions gradually ceafe, 
and the firft affected parts get well whilft 
the furrounding parts become difeafed. 


Here fome additional difcriminating cir- 
cumftances feem to be wanted, by which we 
may diftinguifh between thefe ulcers and 
common carcinoma. Ihave never remarked, 
that fuch ulcers have affected the abforbent 
glands, though I-do not feel affured that this 
| occurrence 
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occurrence never takes place. It therefore 
remains to be determined by future cafes, 
how far this circumftance may enable us to 
decide on the nature of thefe difeafes. I 
fhall next relate the principal circumftances 
of a remarkable cafe of this kind of difeafe, 
which will ferve to elucidate the fubjea, and 
alfo to exhibit a fpecimen of the difeafes to — 
which I allude. | 


CG Aw E. 


A man was admitted into St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hofpital with a tumour beneath the 
jaw, having a great degree of furrounding 
hardnefs, and containing three cells, like thofe 
of carcinomatous tumours. The hiftory 
which he gave of the difeafe was very cu- 
rious: he faid that a rednefs took place fuper- 
ficially in the fkin, which gathered and burft, 
and difcharged good matter; that the open- 
ing enlarged, and the furrounding parts in- 
durated, and thus produced an appearance 
“like a call in a carcinomatous tumour; then, 
| G 7 another 
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another portion of fkin became difeafed in the 

fame manner, and with the fame confequences, 

till, by degrees, the general tumour had ac- 

quired its prefent magnitude. To the truth ° 
of this account we had an opportunity of 
bearing teftimony; for this occurrence took 

place twice in fucceffion during his refidence _ 
in the Hofpital; and thus two more cells 
were added to the general mafs. The in- 
flammation of the fkin, and the fuppuration, 
which was healthy in appearance, took place — 
beneath the tumour, and made it reach almoft 
as low as the fternum. As the patient’s 
health had confiderably declined by the irri- ~ 
tation of the conftitution which this difeafe 
kept up, and as no amendment of the difeafe 
had taken place in confequence of the appli- 
cations or medicines which were employed, 
he left the Hofpital, and went into the 
country. 


Difeafes alfo, which ftrikingly refemble 
carcinoma in appearance, form in the fol- 
lowing manner. An enlarged lymphatic 


gland {hail gradually become foft, and contain — 
a fluid, 
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a fluid. In this ftate it ulcerates or is opened ; 
but inftead of fubfiding, it inflames; the 
furrounding parts become indurated; the 
integuments acquire a dufky hue; the open- 
ing and cavity enlarge, and affume the ap- 
pearance of acyft, from the fides of which 
fungus arifes, and turns over the everted 
edges of the opening. I have alfo feen, after 
the burfting of an encyfted tumour the fur- 
rounding parts indurate, and throw out a 
fungus, forming a difeafe appearing like can- 
cer, and which could not be cured. 


Are fuch difeafes as I have here defcribed 
to be accounted carcinomatous ? if not, What 
are the characters which difcriminate between 
them and carcinoma? As I have no precife 
or fatisfaCtory information to communicate, 
I forbear to fay any thing on the fubjedt. 


There are tumours, the ftructure of which 
may not correfpond with any of the defcrip- 
tions that Lhave given. I feel, however, un- 
able, from my own obfervations, to depict 
any other fpecies. It feems to me, that thele 

2 difeafes 
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difeafes refemble colours in this refpeét, that 
a few of the primary ones only can be difcri- 
minated and exprefled, whilft the intermediate 


fhades, though diftinguifhable by clofe at-_ 


tention and comparative obfervation, do 


not admit of defcription or denomination, 


There are fingle tumours, in the compo- 
fition of which feveral of the above-defcribed 
ftructures may be found, and, perhaps, fome 
part of which may not correfpond to any de- 


{cription that has been given. If, however, 


the hiftory of thefe diffimilar difeafes, which 
appear in the form of tumours, was accu- 
rately recorded, and their ftru@ure noted, 
we might perhaps from the former be led to 
judge of the latter; and thus attain a know- 
ledge of the intrinfic nature of the difeafe 
which would enable us to a@ rightly in 
practice. 


Encyfted Tumours. | 


In the clafé of local difeafes, and in: the 
order of tumours, cuftom feems to have 


placed the genus of Encyfted Tumours, next 


to 


| 
| 
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to thofe of the farcomatous kind. The ar- 
rangement indeed appears proper; for they 
are fo allied in appearance, and in the fen- 
fation which they impart on examination, 
that they are not unfrequently miflaken for 
each other ; and yet, in general, the encyfted 
tumours have fufficiently diftinguifhing cha- 
_ racters, to enable a {urgeon to determine their 
nature prior to the performance of an opera- 
tion. The difcriminating characters are,-——a 
regularity of furface and fhape, and a pulpi- 
nefs to the touch. Yet moft furgeons will, 
I believe, acknowledge, that they have feen 
‘tumours difperfed, which they have taken for 
wens; and have even, when they have re- 
moved them under that belief, difcovered the 
difeafe to have been a foft regularly fhaped 
farcoma, and not a cyft containing a pulpy 
fubftance, 


Refpecting the ftru@ture of encyfted tu- 
mours I have nothing to remark, but waat 
is, I believe, generally known. The cyits 
mot frequently are compoted of many la- 
- -mella, which are fometimes fo compacted, as 
<7" to 
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to be fcarcely diftinguifhable. Thefe cyfts 
vary confiderably in thicknefs; being fome- 
times very thick and tough, and at others ex= 
tremely thin and tender. They fometimes 
moft tenacioufly adhere to the contiguous 
parts, fo as to make it difficult to feparate 
them ; and, at others, they are fo loofely con- 


nected, that, when an incifion is made which © 


lays bare the cyft, the whole tumour ftarte 
out without any diflection, 


That the interior furface fecretes the con- 


tents formed in the cyft, is in my opinion 
indifputable. That it is a fecreting furface 
I believe ; becaufe, when a wen has fponta- 
neoufly opened by ulceration, I have feen the 
cyit produce granulations from its furface. 
When alfo, the front of the bag has alone 
been taken away, and the {kin clofed over the 
back of it, an union takes place between the 
fkin and cyft. When alfo a wen has burft, 
or has been punétured, fo that a {mall aper- 
ture has been left in it, [ have feen the cyft fill 


repeatedly by a fecretion of the fame nature, | 


but more fluid than the contents which were 


at 
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at firft found in it, and which has occalionally © 
been expreffed from the aperture. 


Some notions have of late been entertained, 
that thefe cyfts may be of the nature of hy- 
datids; it may not, therefore, be improper, in 
order to enable the reader to form his own 
judgment on this fubje&, to mention the 
following cafe. 


A gentleman had a wen in his cheek, 
which fpontaneoufly burft, and on which 
Mr. Hunter tried various ftimulating means 
to induce the cyft to granulate or adhere, fo 
that no further colleGQion might enfue. His 
endeavours, however, were unavailing ; for, 
after the opening clofed, the cavity of the cyft 
filled again, and the wen was as complete as 
before, and had increafed in magnitude. It 
was fituated unfavourably for removal, and 
the patient was averfe to an operation. It 
lay fo deeply on the buc¢inator muicle, as to 
be as perceptible from the mouth as on the 
cheek; and there was a great rifk of dividing 
the parotid dud, in an operation undertaken 

G4 for 
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for the removal of the tumour. The de- 
formity which the wen occafioned, was, how- 


ever, confiderable, and the patient was very 


defirous of having the tumour leflened, 
though very averfe to having it extirpated, 
He had for this purpoie ufed falt and water, 

which made the fkin inflame. Having cone | 
fulted me, I told him ‘that if ftimulating ap- — 


plications were to do good, they could only 


effet it by caufing the fkin to ulcerate, and 
the contents of the wen to be difcharged, as _ 
had formerly happened ; all which might be- 


accomplifhed in a more dire, and lefs teazing 
manner, by juft pricking the bag with a 


lancet, and fqueezing out its contents. I 


thought it alfo probable, that the {mall 


wound would heal, and that the operation — 


might be occafionally repeated, The patient 
was pleafed with the propofal, and it was put 
in execution. The contents were of the con- 
fiftence which is termed meliceritous, and 


had a peculiar odour. No inflammation en- 


fued, and the wound healed ; but, after a 
little time, it opened again, and gave dif- 


charge to a {mall quantity of watery liquor, | 
" | of 
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of precifely the fame odour as the original 
contents, and the little pun@ture again clofed 
up. From that time to the prefent, which is 
how fome years, the wound has occafionally 
opened, difcharging a {mall quantity of fome- 
times a more fluid, fometimes a more meli- 
ceritous fubftance ; and, after this difcharge, 
the aperture clofes up. This circumftance 
occurs but feldom ; perhaps every fecond or - 
third month. The aperture is fo finall as not 
to be difcernible; no plaifter is worn upon 
it, and the patient has got rid of a confiderable © 
deformity, upon what he thinks very eafy 
and fatisfactory terms. 


I have heard that wens have been- treated 
in the following manner: they have been 
pricked in various parts of their furface with 
a needle, and the contents expreffed, fo that 
the neceflity for a more ferious operation has 
been prevented. 


‘Thefe circumftances are mentioned to il- 
luftrate the functions of the cyfts of thefe 
fumours; and to thew what may be done in 

fome 
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forme cafes, as a palliation of thefe difeafes. 
It is not, however, meant to recommend fuch 
practice; for, on the contrary, it will be 
fhewn afterwards, that it is dangerous to 
tamper with encyfted tumours; and, indeed, 
I fhould not have ventured on this palliative 
mode of treatment, in the cafe related, had I 


not known from the effedts of the former © 


conduct, which had been purfued, that the 
cyft and contiguous parts were of an indolent 
nature, and not difpofed to react in confe- 
quence of violence done to them. 


The contents of encyfted tumours have 
been denominated from their confiftence, 
fteatomatous, atheromatous, and meliceri- 
tous. To this ancient diftinétion muft be 
added another: the cyft fometimes fecretes a 
fubftance like nail or horn; which is pro- 
truded when the fkin ulcerates, hardens, and 
1s pufhed forwards’ in proportion as the cyft 
fecretes more of this fubftance, fo as to ap- 
pear like horns; as has been fhewn by Mr. 
Home in the Philofophical Tranfaétions. 


There 
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There is yet another curious circumftance 
_ to be noticed with relation to cyfts ; which is, 
that they have fometimes hairs growing from 
their interior furface. This is the cafe of thofe 
cyfts which are not unfrequently met with 
in the ovary *. 


_ But though the cyfts of encyfted tumours 

muft be confidered as poffeffing the organiza- 
tion of other parts, and as fecreting and ab- 
forbing furfaces; yet their veffels are pro- 
bably very minute, and not endued with a 
degree of ftrength adequate to the ordinary 
reparation of injury. If they produce granu- 
dations they are flabby, and not difpofed to 
heal. 


It is no uncommon circumftance to meet 
with wens, that have burft {fpontaneoufly, and 
have thrown out a fungus, which, like a fo- 


reign body, prevents the furrounding integu~ 
ments from healing. 

* Some of the tubercles which occur in the vifcera feem 
to be formed by the depofition of various kinds of fubftances 
from the furface of a cyft, which appears to be the firft 
formed and moft effential part of the difeafe, 
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Moft parts that are weak, are irritable when 
excited, and apt to aflume difeaied a€tions, — 
This frequently happens in a ftriking manner 
in the cyfts of thefe tumours; and as, per-_ 
haps, furgeons are not fufficiently apprized 
of the bad confequences fometimes occurring 
from the inflammation of wens, and as it is _ 
proper to fhew the danger of irritating thefe 
difeafes, I fhall relate a few cafes to illuftrate 
this fact. 


A woman, about forty years of age, was 
admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, 
with a frightful fungus growing on the front 
of the belly, below, and to the right of the 
navel. She had been a healthy lufty woman, 
but was greatly deranged in health by the 
pain and irritation which this had occafioned. ; 
She defcribed it as being a wen which had 
burft, and her account was afterwards verified 
by diffeGtion, The fungus bled, and fhe: 
could fearcely bear the fofteft dreffings tobe » 
applied to the part. Nothing mitigated her | 
fufferings fo ‘much as lint dipt in a folution) 
of opium, and kept moilt by very frequently 

6 {queezing | 
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{queezing on it, from a fponge, a fufficient 
quantity of the folution. Nothing allayed 
the conftitutional irritation but large dofes of 
opium. She died exhaufted in the  courfe 
of a fortnight. 


T removed the cyft from off the aponeu- 
rofis of the external oblique mufcle, where 
it covers the rectus, leaving the tendinous 
expanfion quite clean and unaffeGed. The 
cyft had ulcerated in two fmal! places, fo that 
the fungus which it contained was vifible 


from behind. 


A man between forty and fitfy years of 
age, who was in St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, 
had a wen on his back, which ulcerated, dif= 
charged an atheromatous fubftance, and after- 
wards inflamed, and threw out a fungus. 
Extenfive eryfipelatous inflammation took 
place in the furrounding integuments, and his 
copftitution was greatly deranged by irrita- 
tion and fever. When he was almoft ex- 
haufted by thefe circumftances, and before 
any local amendment had taken place, an- 

| other 
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other wen of the fame nature, which he had * 
on his right thigh, ulcerated,and was followed 
by the fame confequences, and, conjointly, 


they foon deftroyed him. 


A gentleman, of a ftout make, and about 
forty years of age, had a tumour, fuppofed to 
be farcomatous, which had formed beneath © 
the integuments on the lower edge of the 
pectoral mufcle. It was attended with fevere 
pain occafionally, at which time it rapidly — 
increafed in fize, and produced a great deal 
of fever and irritation *, which made him look 
very fickly, and grow very thin, and caufed 
fome perfons to deem the difeafe cancerous. 


When the tumour had acquired a magni- 
tude of about four inches in length, and three 


*. Circumftances like thefe fhould, I think, be particularly 
attended to in the hiftory of tumours; for they may ferve, 
perhaps, to charaGterize the difeafe in which -they occur. 
Tumours of an innocent nature commonly increafe in an 
equal ratio, and do not excite irritation in the contiguous 
parts, or in the conftitution. Yet this, as a general rule, has 
exceptions. Some of which have been ftated under the 
head of pancreatic farcoma, occurring in or about the 
mammary gland. 

in 
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in breadth and depth, he fubmitted to its re- 
moval; the integuments were divided and 
turned back, and the tumour difleGted off the 
furface, and, in fome degree, from under the 
edge of the pectoral mutcle. 


When the tumour was examined, it was 


found to be compofed of a fteatomatous fub- 


ftance, contained in a thin capfule. The fub- 
{tance refembled that which I have defcribed 


_as being fometimes found in cells in the teftis, 


or intermixed with the difeafed organization © 


of that part. It was firm, and refembled 


cheefe in its yellow colour and unétuous 


appearance; but it was not un¢tuous to the ~ 


touch, 


The wound made in the operation foon 
healed, and the patient’s health was reftored 
to as good, or feemingly a better ftate than 
before the formation of this difeafe. He alfo 
regained his ufual athletic form. But in lefg 
than three months after his recovery, two 
new tumours formed, one above, and the 
other below the cicatrix of the wound. The 

patieng 
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patient did not particularly attend to them 
till they had attained a fize equal to that of 
a large walnut. To diffe& out both thefe 
tumours, and make fo free a removal of parts 
as to render it probable that no new growth 
would enfue, feemed to be a very formidable 


operation ; and, as thé nature of the’ former | 


tumour was known, and it was fuppofed that 


thefe were of the fame nature, it was agreed © 


to pundture the upper one, to exprefs the 


contents, and await the event. This was — 


done by a puncture of half an inch in length, 


made by an abfcefs lancet.’ The contents . 


were exactly like thofe of the original tu- 
mour. Vehement eryfipelatous or irritative 
inflammation took place, and floughing about 


the difeafed part: the inflammation rapidly — 


extended to the oppofite fide of the thorax, 
and then down the integuments of the ab- 
domen to the groin. The derangement of 
the conftitution was as violent as the local 
difeafe, and in about a week the patient died. 


-'Thefe cafes are related to fhew the danger 
of irritating wens, either of an irritable nature, 
or 
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or occurring in irritable habits ; and becaufe 
I have not met with fuch cafes defcribed in 
books in a manner adequate to the importance. 
of the fubject. , 


It deferves to be noticed in this brief ac- 
count of ency{ted tumours, that the difpofition 
to form wens prevails frequently in many 
parts of the body at the fame time. It is not 
very uncommon to fee many, even twenty or 
thirty wens-alike in their ftru€ture and con- 
tents in various parts of the fame fubjed. 
Nay, the difpofition feems fometimes to be 
hereditary, and tranfmitted from parents to 
their children. 


The fubje& would appear to me to be in- 
complete, were I not to notice the formation 
of cavities, containing different fubftances, 
and which can neither be accounted encyfted 
tumours, nor abfcefles. The cyfts are like the 
cylts of abfceffes; they are fecreting furfaces, 
not regular in fhape, but varying according 
to the form of the parts, amongft which they 
are produced. They adhere alfo, like the 

H fides 
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fides of abfceffes, to the circumjacent parts, 
and are not eafily feparable from them like 
the cyfts of wens. Thefe cyfts fometimes ~ 
contain a kind of ferum and hydatids, likethe 
cyfts formed in the liver, and other vifcera. 
Sometimes they contain a number of granular 
fubftances of a white colour, having a po~— 
lithed furface, and generally an oval figure. 
They refemble pearl barley, but the granules 
are generally fmaller. I have feen the cyfts — 
containing hydatids, in the back and about — 
the hip. I never met with any containing 4 
thefe granular bodies but about the hip, and, 
in the thecz of tendons, I have therefore con= 
jeGtured that thofe near the hip might have 
been criginally formed in.the burfa mucofa of 
the great gluteal mufcle. 

The majority of thefe cafes, which I have 4 
feen, have ultimately, but very flowly, done ~ q 
well. However fome cyfts, upon becoming _ 
open, produce great and fatal irritation in the : 
contiguous parts. Sometimes cyfts, as Mr. 
Hey has lately remarked, produce that ap- — 

pearance: | 
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_ pearance which he has called fungus hema- 
toides. Of this circumftance, as it appertains: 
to the prefent fubje@, I hall relate an in- 
ftance ; but to {peak more largely of it would 
be déviacing from the plan of this paper, and 
would be unneceflary, as the numerous and 
accurate cafes which Mr. Hey has related, 
fhew that this difeafe may. exit without being 
connected with cyfis. . 
A girl about fixteen years of age, who was 

in St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, had a collec- 
tion of fluid under the triceps extenfor cubiti, 
near to the clecranon. When I firft faw it, it 
was not larger than a pullet’s egg, but it in- 
ereafed, notwithfanding the means which 
were employed to difcufs it; and, in about 
twelve months, it prefented itfelf beneath the 
integuments on the outfide-of the arm, in the - 
fpace between the extenfor and flexor muf- 
cles, a little above the elbow. Upon com- 
preffing the projecting intezuments, an agita~ 
tion of fluid was felt beneath the triceps 
mutcle in the infide of the arm, and the col- 
ledtion ipeoxed to extend high up on the back 
EL? part 
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part of the os brachii. As the parts cone 
taining the fluid feemed more difpofed to 
increafe in dimenfions, than to give way and 
_difcharge their contents, the collection was 
opened where it pointed, and a quantity of 
ferum was difcharged. On introducing the 
finger, fome ftrata of coagulated blood came 
away, and this was fucceeded by fo great 
an hemorrhage, that it became neceflary to 
enlarge the wound, in order to fearch for the 
bleeding veflels. In proportion as this was — 
done, and more coagulated blood was de- 
tached from the fides of the cyft, which had 
contained both it and the ferum, the hemor- 
rhage increafed, and the blood flowed fo pro- 
fufely from fo many and fuch large arteries, 
that it was impoffible to controul its effufion. 
Amputation feemed unavoidable, and was 
performed as high up as poffible, but not 
clearly above the cyft, fome part of which 
remained amongft the mufcles of the ftump. 


On examining the amputated limb, a.thick 
and firm ftratum of coagulated blood was 
found adhering to the fides of a cyft, which 

2 extended 
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extended from a little above the obecranon, 
where it was large, to nearly the upper part 
of the os brachii, where it gradually tapered 
toafmall fize. The upper part of the cyft 
was cut off from the reft by the amputating 
knife, and of courfe remained upon the ftump. 
At firft, the ftump appeared to do well, but 
fhortly after the fides of the wound feparated, 
-confiderable inflammation came on, and a 
fungus was thruft forth... Great fever and 
irritation accompanied this logal diforder, and 
the girl died. 


The treatment of encyfted tumours re- 
fembles that of the farcomatous kind. By ab- 
ftrating blood and heat from the part it is 
probable the growth of them will be ftopped, 
and the difeafe made for a time flationary. 
They are not likely to be difperfed ; and, as 
the magnitude is increafed by delay, and the 
{pontaneous opening of the cyft generally 
leaves a vexatious and intractable fore, and 
fometimes is attended with more dangerous 
confequences, the early removal of the dif- 

+ 2 eafe 
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eafe is the beft practical condu& that can be. 
purfued. | | 


Another genus of tumours is the offeous. — 
Thofe which hang pendulous into joints are : 
fometimes bony. Offeous tumours alfo 
form, though not frequently, in other parts: 4 
of this circumftance I fhall relate the follow- 
ing inftance. A woman was admitted into 
St. Bartholomew's Hofpital, with a hard | 
tumour in the ham. It was about four 
inches in length and three in breadth, She 
had alfo a tumour on the front of the thigh 
a little above the patella, of lefler fize and 
hardnefs. The tumour in the ham, by its 
preflure on the nerves and veflels, had” 
greatly benumbed the fenfibility, and ob- : 
ftructed the circulation of the leg, fo that it 


| 


was very oedematous. As it appeared im- 


poflible to remove this tumour, and, as its) 


4 


origin and connections were unknown, am-=/ 
putation was refolved. on.. On examining: 

° ° “4 
the amputated limb, the tumour in the ham) 


could only be divided by a faw; feveral flices 


were. 
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‘were taken out of it by this means, and ap- 
peared to confift of coagulable and vafeular 
fubftance, in the interftices of which a’ great 
deal of bony matter was depofited.. The 
remainder of the tumour was macerated and 
dried, and it appears to be formed of an irre- 
gular and compact depofition of the earth of 
bone. The tumour on the front of the thigh 
was of the fame nature with that in the ham ; 
but containing fo little lime, that it could be 
cut with a knife. The thigh-bone was not at all 
difeafed; which is mentioned, becaufe, when 
bony matter is depofited in a limb, it gene- 
rally arifes from a difeafe of the bone. This 
cafe, however, fhews that the veffels. of a 
tumour may fecrete phofphate of lime, and 
convert it into an offeous fubfance, without 
any manifeft caufe exifting to excite fuch 
offific inflammation. 


Vafcular tumours alfo may doubtlefs be- 


come converted into a fubftance refembling © 


_ cartilage like thofe found in joints ; and their 
hardnefs might then exclude them from the 
genus farcoma. I have not however met 


H4 with. 
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with fuch inftances, though it is not very 
uncommon to find a fubftance refembling 
cartilage intermixed with the other vafcular 
fubftance of a farcocele of the teftis. 


The difeafes which I have been icfcahiees 


may be confidered as edifices which are built 


up by difeafed ations, and in which thofe 7 


difeafed a€lions continue to refide. The 
actions themfelves do not admit of examinas ° 
tion, though the ftruétures do which they” 


erect. _ Therefore as Dr. Baillie has obferved, 


it 1s by an examination of difeafed ftruéture 
that we mult be flowly led toa knowledge of | 


difeafed actions. It does not follow as acer- 
tain confequence, that fimilar difeafed actions 


will, in every inftance, produce precifely the — 


fame difeafed ftru€ture ; though it is highly 
probable that they will do foin general. This 


obfervation would diminith our furprize if, in 


fome rare inftances, we found cancer exifting — 
where a cancerous ftru€ture was not ftrikingly — 
manifeft; or if, in others, a ftru€ture like ! 
that of cancer, was obferved where no can- 
cerous actions were apparent. The {cirrhus 


tumours, 


tumours, which form beneath the peritoneal 
covering or lining of the uterus, have fome- 
thing of the ftrudture of cancer, and yet they 
are not cancerous. In all cafes where tue 
mours are formed we muft fuppofe an in- 
creafe, and, in fome degree, a difordered 
action of the veffels which form them, but, 
in many, thefe actions poffefs but little dif- 
eafed peculiarity. Asin every cafe of growth, 
In the re-produétion of defiroyed parts, the 
gelatinous fubftance of the blood is firft depo- 
fited, and afterwards rendered vafcular, there- 
fore I have confidered a tumour formed in this 
manner as one of the moft fimple kind and 
poileffing the leaft of difeafed peculiarity ; 
but I am aware that I may have included 
under this general charaéter tumours of effen- 
tially different natures. In the adipofe far- 
coma there muft be fome peculiarity in the 
arrangement and actions of veflels which form 
this tumour ; but it muft be accounted a na- 
tural rather than a morbid peculiarity. The 
pancreatic farcoma, | fhould {uppofe, differed 
but little from the firft fpecies. It may be 
gonfidered as a New growth characterized 
; merely 
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merely by the peculiarity of its appearance, | 
4 
a 
Vy 
| 


in confequence of its being feparated into 

may diftig& parts, which fometimes cohere ~ 
by a loofer kind of texture, and fometimes ” 
are feparated by a firmer fubftance. The” 
connecting medium appears like the: thick. 4 
ened cellular fubftance of the part in which © 

the newly organized matter is formed. Ins 
deed J] have fometimes prefled out the fepa-7 
rated portions of this fubftance from the- : 
connecting medium which environed them. 
In the mammary farcoma I fufpet fome) 


difeafed peculiarity to exift, as has been men-_ 
tioned in fpeaking of that fubje&. In tbe@ 


| 


tuberculated farcoma the predifpofition to 


that difeafe feems general on the part of the — 
conftitution. In the medullary farcoma the: 4 
difeafe feems local, in the firft inftance, | 
and propagated by means of the foringl 
vefiels to their glands, and ‘frequently in a 
courfe retrograde to that which the ‘nore 
‘fluids would naturally take; but in the ad 
vanced ftate of the difeafe the morbid dif 
polition appears to be general. In carcino- 
matous farcoma the difeafe appears to begin 
in 


art ees eee 
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in a point or fmall diftri@, and to extend in 
every direction, as rays do from a center, af- 
feting every furrounding part whatever may 
be its nature. The difeafed ations alfo, though 
they may be at times more violent or more 
tranquil, never ceafe. This difeafe is alfo ex. 
tended through the medium of the abforbing 
weflels in the direGtion which the abforbed 
matter would naturally take, | 


fou8s J 


On DISEASES RESEMBLING SYPHILIS. 


iJ AVING thus ventured again to appear be- 


fore the Public, I fhall take the oppor- 


tunity of exciting its attention to fome cafes 


which have occurred to me of difeafes refem- 


bling Syphilis. Mr, Hunter, in his excellent 
“Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, has related 
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feveral cafes fuppofed to be of that nature, and | 


fome of which were certainly not fo, as they 
got well without mercury ; but in the greater 
number the employment of this medicine 
rendered their nature doubtful. Mr. Hunter 
alfo, who was as cautious in drawing conclu- 
fions as he was accurate in making obferva- 
tions, exprefles himfelf in many inftances fo 
diffidently on the fubje&, as, in my opinion, 
not fufficiently to imprefs the minds of his 


readers with the certainty, importance, and- 
frequency of fuch facts. He concludes his’ 


obfervations by intimating ‘* that undefcribed 
difeafes, refembling the venereal, are very 


numerous, ” 


es 
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numeérous, and that what he has faid is rather 


to be confidered as hints for others to profe- 


cute this inquiry further than as a complete 
account of the fubje&t.”” As it has occurred 
to me very frequently to meet with fuch 
cafes, and as the necellity for difcriminating 
them from venereal difeafes appears to me of 
the higheft importance, I fhall profecute the 
dubje&: by relating fome unequivocal cafes of 
difeafes firikingly refembling fyphilis, and 


which, however, were not fo, provided it be 


admitted that fyphilis does not fpontaneoufly 
get well without the aid of medicine. 


The neceflity for difcrimination between 
thefe difeafes will appear upon a flight con- 
fideration of the fubje@. If a furgeon, who 
does not fee that extent of practice which 
Occurs in a metropolis, adminifters mercury in 
one of the difeafes refembling g fyphilis, he finds 
perhaps that the fymptoms yield flowly ; 
and even after a confiderable and debil litating 
courfe of that medicine they may recur. 
They are then counteracted by a ftill more 
fevere ufe of mercury till they perhaps fpon- 

taneoully 


? 
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taneoully ceafe, which may not happen till the: | 
patient’s conftitution is fo enfeebled, that if jt 1 
does not fall into other ftates of difeafe it very 
flowly regains the ftandard of health. Such” 4 
cafes would induce the furgeon to confider : 
the venereal difeafe.as peculiarly difficult of 
cure, and liable to recur on the remiflion | of 4 
even a fevere courfe of mercury. The con-~ 1 
fequence of this opinion is, that he employs i 


mercury to an unneceflary and injurious de- — 
y 
iy 


gree in his general practice. 


I do not mean by thefe remarks to infer,] . 
however, that, in my opinion, the venereal : 
difeafe is equally fufceptible of cure in every” : 
inftance by mercury ; nor am I an advocate 
for what has been termed an alterative courted 
of this medicine. Cafes which frequently 
occur have convinced me that it requires ad 
very confiderable mercurial effe& to cure the — 
venereal difeafe'in fome inftances ; and that i 
this effect muft be continued for a confider- j 
able time in order-to infure a cure. Mr.” ; 
Hunter probably wifhed the fubje& of dif a 


eafes Sr UTES fyphilis to be profecuted, 1 
§ Lope 
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hopes that fome diftindive charadters might 
Be difcovered as peculiar to them; but the 
following cafes thew that thefe difeafes enfue 
from primary infeed fores of very diflimilar 
appearances, and fometimes arife without any 
primary fore having been obferved. The 
reader ‘will beft underftand. my motives for 
relating thefe cafes after he has perufed them. 
The firft,is the cafe of a gentleman who was, 
at the time it happened, which is many years 
ago, a moit attentive and intelligent ftudent . 
at St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital. 


GC Au &. 

This gentleman thought that he had ine 
feéted a flight cut on his hand (which was 
fituated in front of and juft below the little 
finger) with the difcharge from a bubo in the 
groin that he had occafion to open. The 
wound fretted out into a fore about the fize 
of a fixpence, which he fhewed me, and 
which I affirmed had not the thickened edge 
and bafe, and other charaGters of a venereal 
thancre. I therefore recommended him to 


try 


11z ON DISEASES 


try the effec of local means, and not to ufe 


, mercury. 


In about a month the fore, which had 
fpread a little, became again contracted in its” 


dimenfions, and affumed an healing appear- 


ance. At this time pain was felt extending | 
up the arm, and fuddenly a confiderable © 


tumour arofe over the abforbing veflels, 
which proceed along the inner edge of the 


biceps mufcle. This tumour became nearly ~ 


as big as a fmall orange. As the original fore 


feemed now difpofed to heal, and as there 
was no furrounding induration, I could not — 


believe it venereal, and therefore recom- 


mended him ftill to abftain from mercury, 
and apply leeches, and linen moiftened in the | 


aq. litharg. acet. comp, to the tumour formed 
over the inflamed abforbents. For it feemed 


to me that if venereal poifon had been im-— 
-bibed from the fore, it would have paffed on™ 
to one of the axillary glands, ‘and would have” 
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caufed induration and inflammation to take 
place there, more flowly than had cccurred on ~ 


the prefent occafion. 


Under 


9 
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Under this treatment the tumour was dif 
cuffed, and the fore at the fame time healed. 
About three weeks afterwards the patient 

called on me, and faid that there were vene- 
real ulcers in his throat; and in each tonfil 
there was an-ulcer deeply excavated, with ir- 
‘regular edges, and with a furface covered by 
adhering matter ; ulcers, in fhort, which 
every furgeon, who depends on his fight as 
his guide, would have pronounced to be ve- 
nereal. Shortly after alfo, fome copper-co- 
Joured eruptions appeared on his face and 
breaft. . He thewed his difeafes to feveral 
furgeons, on whofe opinion he relic d, who, 


without hefitation, affirmed that they were 
venereal, and that the. mercurial courfe had 
been improperly delayed. 


_Whilft the patient was looking out for 
Racine, inorder that he might go through 
the mercurial procefs,.a circumferibed thick- 
ening and elevation of the pericranium covers 


ing the frontal bone appeared ; it was of the 
circumference of an half-crown piece; and 
was, in fhort, what every furgeon, who is 


iH euided 


Vig ON DISEASES 


(® 


euided only by his fight and touch, would, 


without hefitation, have called a fair corona 


veneris. I now told the patient that I was 
more inclined to believe his difeafe was not — 
fyphilitic, from the fudden and fimultaneous . ' 


occurrence of this node with the fore throat, 


&c. Other furgeons thought differently ; and : 
I believe this very fenfible and amiable young | 
man imagined that his health would become _ 
a facrifice if he any longer attended to my ~ 
opinion. He was preparing to fubmit to a 
mercurial courfe, when very important con- 4 
cerns called him inftantly into the country. © 
He went with great reluCtance, taking with” 


him mercurial ointment, &c.: and after a fort- 


night I received a letter from him, faying that | 
he found his complaints benefited by his | 
journey, that bufinefs had prevented him i 
from beginning the ufe of mercury for a few ~ 
days, that he now found it was unneceflary, 
for his fymptoms had almott difappeared, and ; 


fhortly afterwards he became perfectly well. 


Tai acl ay 


| 

a 

‘At the time, ind ever fince, I confidered 
: 


this cafe as meriting publication, as being the | 


3 molt 


———— 


RESEMBLING SYPHILIS. I$ 


moft unequivocal inftance extant of a difeafe 
occurring, which could not from appearance 
be diftinguithed by furgeons of the greateft 
experience from fyphilis, and which, how- 
ever, was undoubtedly of a different nature; 
and I believe that there is no one, who ne | 
not have decided on this cafe, as thofe did 


who declared it to be venereal, unlefs they 


had had an opportunity of watching its pro- 
grels very attentively. This cafe probably 
made me more fcrupulous than I fhould 
otherwife have been in admitting difeafes to 
be venereal, till their unabating progrefs efta- 
blithed their nature beyond the poffibility of 
doubt ; and from this hefitation in deciding I 


have been enabled to prove, that a great num- 


ber of cafes, in which mercury would have 


been employed, have got well without the 
ufe of that medicine. It has happened to 
me, as it did to Mr. Hunter, to meet with 
thefe cafes very frequently, and I therefore 
conclude that they muft occur frequently to 
others; and my object in relating thefe in- 
'ftances is to induce furgeons to refleét on the 


‘deft mode of difcriminating between them 


I 2 and 
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and thofe truly venereal. I have kept no 
particular account of the numerous cales 
which I have met with, but the five follow- 


ing inftances happened in my own private 


practice within a few months, and the cir-_ 


> ae 
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cumftances of them are ftill frefh in my © 


memory. The cafes are drawn up from nar-_ 
ratives which I requefted the patients them- 


felves to make out of their own difeafes. 


CN gk: 


A gentleman had a fore on the lower part 
of the prepuce near the froenum, which was 
much irritated by travelling from the country. 
When he came to town there was a pood 
deal of furrounding inflammation, and a 
thickening adjoining the edges of the forte, 


which were irregular, and feemingly difpofed 


to fpread. An appearance of granulations 


had taken place on the furface of the ulcer,” 
which was at this time as large as a fhilling. 


I gave him the pilule hydrargyri, whilft I 


Lf ithe iets aA ce ac wl iit 8 


en eh cet Le ita ce ala Lad lhe ee tl 
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tried by local means to quiet the irritation of — 


the fore, and of the furrounding parts. As 
| A the 


RESEMBLING SYPHILIS. 117 


the fore appeared to heal flowly, and feem- 
ingly in proportion to the quantity of mer- 
cury taken, the patient rubbed in at the fame 
time fome mercurial ointment, and continued 
to do fo till after the fore was well, which was 


in about a month. In three weeks after he 
_ had left off thefe medicines this patient ap- 


plied to me on account of an ulceration on 
the velum pendulum palati, and on the fur- 
face of one tonfil; and foon afterwards ulcers 
took place on the edges of the tongue, on 
the infide of the lips and cheeks. Copper- 
coloured fpots alfo came out on his arms and 
legs, and all over his body. ‘They were very 
numerous, but none appeared on his face. 
By waiting and watching the progrefs of the 
difeafe, I found that fome of the ulcers 
amended {pontaneoufly, and that the palate 
got well. 1 therefore exhorted him to refrain 
from mercurial medicine, and he went into 
the country. A medical gentleman, whom 
the patient confulted, was very anxious to 
try fomething to cure this difeafe, when his 
patient was feized with a fevere febrile com- 


laint, durine the continuance of which all 
?P ’ 8 


Re: thefe 
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thefe doubtful fymptoms difappeared, and 
there has not been any return of difeafe fince 
that time. 


CAL ait. 


A gentleman had a {mall fore on the pre- — 
puce, at a little diftance behind the corona 


glandis, which did not appear like a venereal 
chancre, and therefore no mercury was uled. 


After about a fortnight, during which time it | 


could fcarcely be faid to be better or worfe, 
it fuddenly became confiderably indurated in 
its circumference, and the furrounding parts 
became inflamed. The hardnefs was fo con- 
fiderable that it refembled one of thofe indu- 
rated chancres which fo frequently occur; 


and in confequence of this ftriking refem- 


blance, another furgeon, whom the patient 
confulted at this time, infifted on his con- 
fining himfelf to his chamber, and ufing mer- 
cury attentively. 


The quietude of the patient, with fome 


little attention in regard to local applications, — 
foon removed the inflammation and hardnefs, | 


and 
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and the patient, who was controuled by no- 
thing but his fears, difcontinued his medicine 
after thrice ufing fome mercurial ointment, 
and returned to his former mode of life. 


About a month afterwards he called on me 
with’ an ulcer in each tonfil, one of which © 
was deeply excavated, with irregular edges, 
and covered by adhering matter. Shortly af- 
terwards copper-coloured {pots appeared on 
his body, but they all went away in about a 
month without mercury. 


CAs EK. 


A gentleman applied to me witha very irri- 
table fore, or rather excoriation, extending it- 
- felf over the left half of the corona glandis. It 
was unlike a venereal fore, as may be fup- 
pofed from this defcription, yet, as the pa- 
tient was young and healthy, I advifed him 
to take fome of the pilule hydrargyri to ~ 
- guard againft the poflible confequences of ab- 
forption, and to bathe the parts affected with 
the aq. litharg. acet. comp. c. opio, and to apply 

I 4 folded 
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folded linen moiftened with the wath round 
the penis. The prepuce foon became {woln 
and inflamed, fo that he was unable to retrad 


it, and the attempt gave him great pain. He 
was therefore direéted to cleanfe the part by — 
injeGing frequently the decoétion of white 
poppy heads of a lukewarm temperature. 
After a week he tried a very weak folution of 
vitriolated zinc, and other metallic falts, but — 


they all increafed his pain, and he was obliged 


to return to the ufe of the anodyne wath. 


When he had perfevered in this courfe three 
weeks without any evident amendment, we 
confulted another furgeon, who recommended 
the difcontinuance of the mercurial medicine, 
and in lieu of it the free ufe of the hark. 
This medicine he took for a week without 
any amendment; he then tried the nitrous 
acid for ten. days, and afterwards took 
cicuta, | 


In about two months he was able to retract © 


the forefkin, and then the folution of vitrio- 
lated zinc appeared to lefflen the irritability, 


and contribute to the fkinning of the fore, — 


which 
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which was merely on the furface, not having 


been attended with any lofs of fubftance. 7 


Afterwards, the penis being fubje&ed to 


fome accidental irritation, the fame kind of 


forenefs {pread over the other half of the 
corona glandis; but this difeafe was not ace 
companied with fo much tendernefs as the 
former one, and got well in lefs than a 


“month. As foon as it was well the patient 


had an ulceration of the velum pendulum 
palati, round which the cuticle afflumed a 
whitith colour; the ulceration fpread acrofs 


‘the palate, but it was evident that the part 


firft affected got better whilft the ulcer be- 


came worfe in the parts laft affefted. Two 


or three ulcers took place upon each edge of 
the tongue, and fome on the infide of the 
lips. At the fame time many copper-coloured 
{pots appeared on the face, breaft, arms, and 


lower extremities ; they came out in fuccef- 


fion, were of an oval fhape, about the fize of 
a fixpence, and had a ftrikingly venereal 
aipect. 


¥ 
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Believing that the primary fymptoms of 


7 
; 
| 
a 
+a 


this difeafe were not fyphilitic, and obferving | 
that fome part of the ulcer on the palate heal- — 


ed, and that fome of the fores on the tongue : 


_ and lips got better, whilft new ones broke out, I 


recommended the patient to ufe no mercury. — 
He went into the country, where all thefe © 


maladies gradually difappeared, and in about | 


a month he was perfectly well. 


Gee NS OP 


A perfon, whofe irregular habits of life 
gave reafon to fufped& the exiltence of fyphilis 


in the conftitution, had ulceration of the ton- 
fils, not fuperficial, but deep. Thefe were ~ 


accompanied with copper-coloured fpots on ~ 
the face and breaft, and eruptions on the © 


| 
: 
| 
| 
1 
. 
: 


| 
: 
4 


head amidft the hair, accompanied with a | 


great deal of fcurf. Thefe got well by . 


anointing the head with ung. hydrarg. nitrat. — 
mixed with fimple ointment, which made me ~ 
doubt whether the other difeafes were really | 
fyphilitic, and caufed me to delay the ufe of © 
mercury. The complaints did not amend, ~ 
nor did they get materially worfe, There ~ 


was 
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was attending thefe difeafes a good deal of 
general indifpofition ; the appetite failed, and 


no fleep took place till the morning. 


At this time a tendernefs and thickening 


of the periofteum of the tibia took place. 
_ Though other medicines did not appear to be 
of any fervice I ftill was averfe to the ufe of 
“mercury. ‘Tired of delay, the patient con- 
-fulted another furgeon, who declared the dif 
-eafe to be venereal, and defired that mercurial 
ointment might be ufed. The patient ac 
cordingly rubbed in two or three nights with- 
out feeling any effe&Q from the medicine, and 
then fet off on a party of pleafure to Brigh- 


ton, where all the difeafes gradually difap~ 


peared without any further ufe of mercury. 


i, Oe Bee 


A gentleman had an enlargement of a gland 
in the groin, probably from the abforption of | 


fome infeCtious matter, though he was not 


‘conicious of having had any fore. A fecond 
and a third gland became enlarged, the inte- 


guments 
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suments became chitkened and inflamed, andi 

a very large bubo formed. It fuppurated and | 
burit in three places. The general tumefac- 4 
tion fubfided, but by no means difperfed, | 
and finufes remained where the abfceffes had 
been.. About this time I faw the patient, 
which was two months after the firft appear- 
ance of the difeafe. 3 


Shortly after this he had an ulceration, 
which fpread over the velum pendulum pa- 
lati, and, except that it was more fuper= 
ficial, much refembled a fyphilitic ulceration. 
It continued fo long without amendment that 
I began to think it was venereal. Bark was” 
now given plentifully, and the ulcer evidently 
amended. The patient went afterwards to 
the fea-fide, where the bubo gradually dif 
perfed: many months however elapfed before 
it entirely difappeared. The ulcerations of 
the velum pendulum palati alfo healed flowly, © 
and ulcers which afterwards appeared in the © 
back part of the pharynx, alfo got well with= — 


5 


out mercury ° 


Theie ; 
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Thefe cafes are not related as being cv- 
rious, but becaufe they all, except the firft, 
occurred to me within the fpace of a few 
‘months, and becaufe fufficient time has 
‘élapfed fince their. occurrence to fhew that 
there is no probability that any fubfequent 
difeafe will arife from the fame fource. * It 
‘mult be allowed that they are inconteftable 
inflances of difeafes getting well without 
mercury, which could not be diftinguithed 
by mere infpedtion from fimilar difeafes truly 
fyphilitic. For though mercury was employ- 
ed in fome of the caies, it was ufed at fuch a 
time, or in fuch quantity, that it cannot in 
the leaft influence our decifion as to. this 
point. For inftance, in the firft cafe the 
Mercury was employed for the cure of the 
primary ulcer, and did apparently contribute 
to it, yet the fecondary fymptoms got well 
without mercuy, which, according to the opi- 
mions now prevailing among furgeons, is a 
proof that neither were venereal. It may in- 
deed be fuppofed that the venereal poifon 
may be moditied by certain confitutions, and 
its effects {pontaneoully get well; and fome 


May 
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may queftion if the fecondary fymptoms were ~ 
the confequences of the fores or abforption to — 
which I attribute them. What I have written — 
is, I believe, in conformity to prevailing opi- ~ 
nions, and I forbear to enter into uncertain 


difcuffions. 


Thefe inftances, however, though not fe- | 
lected for the purpofe, fhew that the primary — 
infe€ted fores which are capable of producing © 
fecondary fymptoms, which ftrikingly re- q 
femble thofe of fyphilis, do not themfelves 4 
poffefs any uniform characters. In the fir — 
cafe the ulcer had no uncommon appearance ; q 
it was of the fize of a fhilling, with fretful — 
edges, and every where covered with granu- = 
lations. In the fecond there were no appa- | 
rent granulations, and a great degree of indu- f 
ration fuddenly furrounded it, giving it a ~ 
ftriking refemblance to the indurated vene- 
real chancre. In the third the fore furface | 


was extremely irritable ; but though the dif- 


eafe exifted for a long time the ulcerative — 


procefs did not eat into the part; and at the 


conclufion of the cafe there was no lofs of 
fubftance. 
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fubftance. In the fourth and fifth cafes the 
abforption of the matter, which caufed the 
fecondary fymptoms, either took place with- 
out any breach of furface, or the primary 
fores were too infignificant to excite atten- 
tion. I lately attended a gentleman who had 
an ulcerated throat, and eruptions on the 
head, which broke out between the fecond 
and third month after the appearance of a 
fore on the prepuce, which fore healed in a 
few days with no other treatment than 
bathing it with a folution of acetated lead, 
and applying to it a piece of lint moiftened 
‘with that liquor. This circumftance made 
him difregard the primary fore, but he was 
affured by a furgeon, whom he confulted, 
that the fecondary fymptoms were venereal : 
they however got well without mercury. 


It is probable that thefe morbific poifons 
may be abforbed without any evident ulcer, 
or from a trivial ulcer, which may heal fpon- 
taneoufly, much more frequently than the 
fyphilitic poifon; and if the confequent con- 
Kitutional fymptoms are confidered as vene- 
| real, 
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real, and treated as fuch, I need not fay © 
what confufion muft be produced in the mind 
of the furgeon who purfues this conduat, and ~ 
how bewildered his opinions muft be refpe€t- 
ing the venereal difeafe. If, for inftance, in A 
the cafe beginning at page 123, a furgeon © 
had confidered the fecondary fymptoms as 
venereal, and employed mercury fuccefsfully i 
for their cure, he would fet this down as a © 
cafe of venereal bubo occurring without a q 
previous chancre, and be inclined in his : 
general practice to ufe mercury in all ‘cafes © 
of buboes without chancre, left conftitu- ; 
tional difeafes fhould enfue. There, how- 4 
ever, does not appear any thing that fhould : 
exempt the glands of the groin from en- _ 
Jargement, and difeafes to which others are 
fubje&t, whillt they are particularly liable to : 
irritation and confequent difeafe from the dif- 4 
orders of the urethra and other parts, to which : 
they are connected by means of their veflele. 
The general ufe of mercury, therefore, in 
enlargement of thefe glands, unlefs circum- 
{tances charaCterize them as venereal, muft, I 
think, be confidered as improper. | 
i In 
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In order further to exemplify the remark 
that the primary fores excited by poifons, 
capable of producing fecondary fymptoms re- 
fembling fyphilis, have no uniform charac« 
ters, but put on various and diffimilar appear= 
ances, I think it right to add another cafe of 
a phagedznic ulcer, which {pread by flough- 
ing, and which I attended in the early part of 
laft winter. This I have placed by itfelf, be- 
caufe, as mercury was employed, the conclu- 
fions to be drawn from it are lefs certain than, 
in the preceding cafes. 


-Agentleman had a very irritable fore on 
the prepuce, juft behind the corona glandis, 
which was covered with flough; this having 
been thrown off was fucceeded by another 
flough, and the fore fpread laterally to the 
right and left; but it neither extended back- 


wards {fo as to affedt the {kin covering ‘the 
body of the penis, nor forwards fo as to 
touch the glans; neither did it eat deeply 
into the part fo as to affe@ the corpus caverno- 
fum. I tried various dreffings, but none 
feemed to do much good. I touched the 

K —— furface 


om 
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furface of the fore with argentum nitratum, 
but that did harm. I therefore was obliged 


to foothe this fore fince I could not corre&t it. — 


A falve made of fpermaceti cerate, with as — 


much aq. litharg. acet. and tin. opii as could ) 
be incorporated with it, feemed to anfwer — 
beft; and the parts were kept cool by en- 


veloping them in linen moiftened with the — 


decoétion of poppies. The moft perfect 


quietude was enjoined, and the part laid upon — 


a pillow with the extremity rather raifed ; 


above an horizontal line. [ had given the 
patient fome pilule hydrargyri in the firft in- 
ftance, but his conftitution was fo deranged 
by the irritation of the fore that it would 
have been abfurd to perfevere in the ufe of 


mercury. The fore continued to flough, and 
to extend in a circular dire€tion nearly all 


round the prepuce, the lower part of which 
became extremely fwoln. This took up 
nearly two months: about five weeks after 
the commencement of the difeafe a {pot ap- 


peared more than an inch from the corner of 
the mouth. It was foon covered over with a 


{cab, which rofe far above the furface. It had 


encreafed. 
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éncreafed to the fize of a fixpence, when I 
thought right to drefs it, that I might diftin- 
puifh the furface of the fore. I found that 
the ulcer was very deep, but I could not fee 
the furface for a very vifcid difcharge, which 
adhered to it like mucus. Poultices and va= 
rious dreflings were employed, but the ap- 
_ pearance of the fore was unchanged, and it 
gradually became of the fize of a fhilling, — 
At length a kind of fungus thot from that 
edge of the fore fartheft from the mouth. A 
fimilar {pot had made its appearance on the 
ear, and was alfo increafing. The activity in 
the difeafe of the prepuce had gradually de- 
clined, and I began again to try fome medi- 
cated applications :—the fore feemed much 
benefited by touching it daily with argentum 
nitratum ; but when this was omitted the 
floughy appearance of the fore again took 
place, and it increafed in dimenfions. It was 
now agreed at a confultation that this patient 
fhould ufe mercury, and he rubbed in two 
drachms, by meafure, every night for fix. 
weeks. As the mercury took effeét it feemed 
to operate beneficially on the {pot on the ear, 
K 2 which 
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which vada died away; and on the ire 
of the penis, which alfo gradually acquired a 
healthy appearance, and the parts became 
found, except at one part where the prepuce 


was not quite deftroyed, which ftill retained 


an unhealthy appearance. The mercury, how- 


ever, did not affect the fore on the cheek 5 ' 


the fungus which I mentioned feemed to in- 
creafe, and, after a time, {kin formed over it, 


fo that the fore healed in an unhealthy man="— 


ner at the edge fartheft from the mouth. 
But it ftill fpread in the other direGion till it 
reached the angle of the mouth, and it after- 
wards extended itfelf along each lip. On the 
upper lip it had fpread to the extent of one- 
third of an inch, and ftill retained the fame 
difeafed appearance which charaCterized it at 
the beginning. It was deep, and its furface 
could not well be feen on account of a vifcid 
matter which adhered to it. It was now 
agreed in confultation to leave off mercury, 


left the irritated ftate of the mouth fhould — 


increafe the deftruGtion which the ulcer was 


committing on the lips. The fore now no 


longer fpread ; it very flowly loft its difeafed 
flate, 
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flate, and healed. This alfo happened in the 
remaining difeafed part of the fore on the 
_ prepuce. 


I have met with many fimilar cafes fince 
thofe five that have been related, and of 

which, from their fudden and almoft fimul- 
taneous occurrence, [ was induced to take a 
_ written account: within thefe two months I 
have feen two cafes of eruptions and three of 
forethroats. ‘The eruptions took place par- 
ticularly about the hands and feet: in one 
cafe the patient has been falivated for them; 
the difeafe, however, recurred, and afterwards 
got well without the ufe of mercury. In the 


Other there were warts and fores on the pre- 


puce, and buboes in the groin, which fuppu- 
rated and burft: the eruptions fo ftrikingly 
refembled thofe of fyphilis that all the me- 
dical men, who accidentally faw the patient, 
exclaimed that they were fo, with a confi- 
dence proportioned to their profeffional {kill 
and accuracy of obfervation. Indeed in this 
cafe, and in others, I have been almoft im- 
_pelled to ufe mercury, in confequence of the 
K 3 opinion 
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opinion and wifhes of the patient and thofe 
of his friends. The hiftory however of this 
difeafe did not accord with that of the vene- 
real; the warts had preceded the fores ; fome 
fores healed, and others broke out; and at 
laft fome of the eruptions began to get well, 
and the reft gradually difappeared. One of 
the patients who had the fore throat had been 


falivated, but the difeafe recurred. In the j 
other two I forbore to ufe mercury, and I 
have reafon to jay they will do well without — 


it. In one of the latter cafes there were 
ulcers on the tongue and infide of the lips. 
This circumftance of the recurrence of thefe 
difeafes, after mercurial courfes, is a ftrong ar- 
gument againit its adoption till their nature is 
af{certained as far as poflible by prudent delay 
and attentive obfervation, | 


If, then, the occurrence of fuch cafes be 
frequent, and the neceflity of difcriminating 
them from thofe of fyphilis be of great im- 
portance, we may folicitoufly enquire by 
what circumftances we are to diftinguith be- 
tween difeafes fo fimilar in appearance, but 


fo 


| 
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* fo ‘different in their nature. Mr. Hunter 
- feemed to with the profecution of this fubject, 


probably from the expectation that fome cha- 


_ raéters appropriate to thefe difeafes might be 


deteéted : I have not, however, been able to 
difcover any ; the fictitious difeafe in appear- 
ance fo exadtly refembles fyphilis that no ob- 


-fervation, however acute, feems to be capable 


ef deciding upon its nature. Although the ul- 


cers in thefe ambiguous cafes generally fpread 
more extenfively along the furface of the part 
which they affect, yet this does not conftantly 


happen, as is fhewn in the cafe related at page 


118. In this cafe, however, the induration 
which furrounded the chancre occurred fud- 
denly, and went away as rapidly. The hif-. 
tory, therefore, of the two difeafes was very 
difimilar *.. It muft alfo be remarked, that 

true 


* On the fubjea& of induration furrounding chancres I 
think it may be useful to relate the following cafe, and to 
mention that I have known fimilar ones in a lefler degree: 


A ftudent in furgery fhewed me an indurated chancre, 
for the cure of which he had ufed a great quantity of mer- 
eury, which had affected his mouth for a long time, though 
not feverely. The fore fo exadtly refembled a bad indurated 

K 4 venereal 
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true venereal fpots and ulcers fometimes a& — 
fume the appearance of other difeafes, and do 
not poflefs their ordinary chara¢teriftics. 


Since, then, our fenfes fail us in our en- 
deavours to difcriminate between thefe two 
difeafes, and fince the moft important circum-_ 
{tance is to diftinguifh whether the difeafe be 
venereal or not, we may enquire whether 
there are any circumftances in the progrefs 
of thefe different difeafes which will ferve us 
in diftinguifhing one from the other. It 
appears to me that there are; and thefe cafes 
are publifhed not merely to fhew the fre- 
quency of fuch occurrences, and the neceflity 


venereal chancre that I did not hefitate to recommend him 
to remain at home, and rub in fo as to produce a flight fali- 
vation. But as no amendment was perceived after a fort- 
night’s confinement, and under a confiderable affection of 
the mouth, 1 was induced to enquire more ftritly into the ~ 
local treatment of the fore, which I found he was conftantly 
irritating by various flimulating applications. He alfo af- 
firmed that the hardnefs had feveral times gone away and 
returned again. By bathing the part with milk and water, 
and drefling it only night and morning with mild falve, the 
hardnefs quickly abated, and though he defifted from the. 
mercurial courfe it foon became perfectly well. 


7 for 
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W for difcrimination, but to engage: a more ge- 
~neral attention to the means by which fuch 
diftin@ion may be made. A very fimple fac 
has enabled me in moft cafes to diftinguifh. 
between the two difeafes ; yet, fimple as it is. 
if it be generally true it is very important ; 
and if it were univerfally true, it would be of 
the higheft confequence. The fac& alluded 
j to is, that the conftitutional fymptoms of the 
" venereal difeafe are generally progreflive, and 
never difappear unlefs medicine be employed. 
It may be added too, they are as generally 
relieved under an adequate effect of mercury 
on the conftitution. An attention to fuch 
plain and fimple circumftances has been of 
great ufe in directing the medical treatment 
which I have purfued, and I am induced to 
folicit the public attention to them, that others 
may determine the value of fuch remarks. 


I have afked the opinion of feveral fur- 
geons of great practice and-abilities re{pecting 
this queftion ; Whether conftitutional fymp- 
toms of fyphilis do ever fpontaneoully amend? 

_and no one has decidedly replied in the afhr- 
j mative, 
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mative, whilft all, without hefitation, agreed 
that they were generally progreffive till 
checked by the effect of mercury. It feemed 
ufelefs to feek further. information ; for what 


furgeon is there at prefent, if he fees -difeafes 


that cannot be diftinguifhed by the fight from 
fyphilis, and hears that they arofe in confe- 


d 


Pa 


quence of a chancre, that would fufpend his : 


judgment, and forbear to adminifter mercury > 


If I have lived in the habit of fo frequently | 


detecting the impoling appearances of the fe= _ 


condary effects of thefe difeafes, it is becaufe 
i have been upon the watch, and becaufe they 
have occurred in patients in whom I have 
feen the primary fores, the appearance and 
progrefs of which have excited my fufpicion 


as to their nature. I have ftated the ruleas 


general, but not univerfal; for I could myfelf 


relate cafes of difeafes, in which, from the — 


great abatement, and even difappearance of 


fymptoms, I have concluded the difeafe was 


not fyphilitic; yet, from the duration of the 
diforder, or from the fubfequent aggravation 
of its fymptoms, the patient has defired, and I 


have recommended the ufe of mercury, and 
the 


Re Ser 
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the difeafe has been treated sexicreas with- 
gut its real nature being afcertained, 


The rule which has been mentioned relates 
to the conftitutional fymptoms of the vene- 
‘real difeafe, for the primary ones, chancres, 

do fometimes heal {pontaneoufly, generally 
_ however, though not conftantly, leaving a 
thickening or induration of the affected part. | 
They may alfo be induced to heal by topical 
means, without mercury, with fimilar events. 
Some enlargements of glands in the groin 
will alfo in like manner fubfide. 


* It may be fairly fuppofed that if fome 
chancres heal {pontaneoufly, ‘that conftitu- 
tional difeafes arifing from the fame caufe, 
may, in like manner, fometimes get better 
without medicine; The adminiftration of 
nitrous acid, opium, and other remedies have 
been faid to have amended, if not entirely 
cured, thefe conftitutional difeafes. But the 
queftion is, will they get better {ponta~ 
_neoufly ? and the queftion can only be folved 
| yg geesedce. Delay will frequently enable 
‘ a {ur- 
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a furgeon to decide; but there are cafes in — 


which no amendment takes place, and the 
furgeon is as it were forced, from the pro- 
grefs of the difeafe, to employ mercury. 


In recommending prudent delay and atten- 


tive obfervation I hopesand believe that I am 


not recommending any thing likely to be of ~ 


dangerous confequences. The venereal dif- 
eafe is generally foon checked by the ufe of 


mercury ; and in conftitutions where much ~ 


medicine is required to counteract its effects, 
that medicine may be given with freedom, 
By delay and obfervation we perhaps may 


perceive that eruptions and fore throats, 


which could not from appearance be diftin- 
guifhed from venereal, fpontaneoufly amend: 
that fome eruptions fcale and become well, 
and the probability will of courfe be that the 
reft will do fo likewife: or that an ulcer 
mends in one part though it may fpread in 
another, when the natural inference is that 
the difeafed ations in the fore will gra- 
dually ceafe, and health return-{pontaneoutly ; 
and that what has occurred in one patt of 


an 


‘ 
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an ulcer will fucceffively take place in 
another. 


In recommending delay it cannot, I fup- 
pole, be thought that I would advife any one 
to wait till an ulcer deftroyed the velum pen- 
-dulum palati, or did material injury to any 
important part. There are cafes where the 
progrefs of the difeafe obliges a furgeon to ufe 
mercury even though he may be fufpicious 
that it is not fyphilitic. ‘The effe&t of ex- 

citing a mercurial affeCtion of the conftitu- 
| tion in difeafes refembling fyphilis is, as far as 
my obfervation enables me to determine, very 
various. It fometimes cures them very fud-— 
denly and very differently from the gradual 
amendment which it produces in truly vene- 
real difeafes. Sometimes, however, thefe 
difeafes yield more flowly to its operation, 
and are cured permanently. Sometimes the 
difeafes recur in the fame parts after a fe- 
vere courfe of mercury ; fometimes nyercuay 
merely checks the difeafe, and can fcarcely be 
faid to cure it ; in which cafe it feems impor- 
tant to ‘ype the ftrength of the conftitu- . 


tion, 


£9 
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tion, and tokeep up that mercurial effeet which 
controuls the difeafe, and can be borne withe 
out material derangement of the conftitution 


for a great length of time. Sometimes alfo 
the ufe of mercury aggravates thefe difeafes. _ 


Again, in fome conftitutions, the venereal - 
difeafe may affume unufual charafters, and 
be very difficult of cure. It muft then be 
{carcely poffible to difcriminate between thefe — 
anomalous cafes of fyphilis and thofe of dif 
-eafes refembling it, unlefs fome new diftinc- 
tions are difcovered. 


But I fupprefs any further obfervation on 
the fabje&t, having accomplifhed the inten- 
tion of this paper, which was to depict a 
kind of cafes which very frequently occurs in 
this metropolis, and which is, I believe, too” 
commonly treated as venereal, but which may | 
be diftinguifhed not to be fo by a little pru- 
dent delay and attentive obfervation. The 
frequent cafes of fuch diforders which I have 
recently met with has fuggefted the idea that 
they are increafing of late; nor is it impro- 


bable — 
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bable fince they are like fyphilis, propagated 
by promifcuous intercourfe from fecretions, 
or fores not fo readily curable by mercury as 
thofe that are venereal, and fome of which 
are not from their nature fo prohibitory of 
that intercourfe. 


lt is now nearly two years fince this paper 
was drawn out as a fubject for difcuffion at a 
medical fociety ; and, after fuch an interval, 
the chance of any of the diforders which are 
defcribed in it returning is diminithed almoft 
‘to nothing. I have fince met with confider- 
able numbers of fimilar difeafes, which gives 
confirmation to the opinion that they are fre- 
quent occurrences. In fome later cafes, when 
the difeafe has been long protracted, and 
the patient very anxious to get rid of it, I 
have given a little calomel for that purpofe, 
but not fo as to invalidate the opinion that 
the difeate was not fyphilitic. Having waited 
for inftance, four months from the occur- 
rence of a fore throat with eruptions, and 
being certified by the progrefs of the dif- 
orders that they were not fyphilitic, I have 
| directed 
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directed that. one of the compound calomel 
pills * fhould be taken every fecond or third 
night, which generally difpofes the fores in the 
throat to heal, but I have taken care to remit 
the ufe of even this fmall quantity of mer- 
cury if it feemed to heal the fores too fpeed- 
ily, for it feems to me better to let the dif-~ 
eafe exhauft itfelf than fuddenly to cure it, as 
in the latter cafe it is very likely to return. 
In confirmation of this opinion I may men- 


tion, that, about five years ago, a gentleman 


applied to me to undergo a falivation for the 
cure of a fore throat, for which he had been 
falivated three times, once in each fucceeding 
year. Ineed fearcely fay that it was one of 
thofe ulcerated throats which have been de- 
{cribed. All medicine was abftained from ; 
and in between three and four months the © 
fores fpontaneoufly became well, ard have 
never fince recurred. The whole of this 
paper has been written upon the prelumption 


* This pill, as prefcribed in the pharmacopeia of St. — 
Bartholomew’s Hofpital, contains 1 grain of calomel, 1 grain 
of the precipitated fulphur of antimony, and 2 grains of 
powdered gum guaiacum. 


that y 
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that difeafes which {pontaneoully get ec are 
not fyphilitic, which is, I believe, the general 
opinion. It may, perhaps, be queftioned by 
fome whether the difeafes here recorded may 
not be modifications of the venereal difeafe. 
The practical rules of conduét will not, how- 
ever, be altered even if fuch a fuppofition were 
verified, fo that it does not feem neceflary to 
difcufs this point: it may however be right 
to remark, that there are cafes which would 
induce the belief that ulcerated fore throats, 
eruptions, and nodes on the bones, fimilar to 
thofe defcribed in this paper, may occur from 
a general difturbance of the conftitution with-. 
out the abforption of any infectious matter, 


HE CME sod: Ws 


FAVING written the foregoing account, tr 7 
intended here to conclude, having, int. 
my Own opinion, accomplifhed my purpofe, 
which was to profecute in: fome degree the 
fubjeét which Mr. Hunter deemed worthy of 
inveftigation, and to depict the circumftances.. 
of difeafes which I believe very frequently 
occur, and which are often eonfounded with 
cafes of fyphilis, to the detriment of patients, 
and the difcredit of our profeffion. But 
having requefted the opinions of two of my 
medical friends on the foregoing paper, one 
of them faid that he thought the pubi ‘cations 
of it would be injurious, as it might induce: 
the younger furgeons to abftain from the ule: 
of mercury, to the prejudice of their pats 
tients; the other gentleman faid that het 
thought more explicit defcriptions fhould be: 
given of the cafes in which mercury fhould} 
be withheld or employed. In confequence of | 
thefles 
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thefe opinions I am induced to take a clofer 
comparative view of difeafes that are, and of 
thofe that are not, fyphilitic. 


I undertake the tafk reluctantly, becaufe 
the brevity with which I muft {peak of thefe 
fubje&ts may render my opinions liable to mif- 
apprehenfion, and becaufe I do not feel com- 
petent to its proper performance. Yet, by 
this means, I think I fhall do away the ob- 
jection of one of my medical friends: for I 
believe that I am myfelf more likely to err in 
recommending the too free than the too 
Sparing adminiftration of mercury in difeafes 
of this nature. Any furgeon who has ob- 
ferved the ruinous confequences of repeated 
mercurial courfes in fome conftitutions would 
probably err in the fame manner; and _ his 
diflike to diforder the conftitution by mercury 
would probably lead him even to ufe it more 
freely than might be abfolutely neceflary: 
this he would do in cafes clearly fyphilitic; 
in order to prevent the potlibility of the re- 
“currence of difeafe, and a repetition of a mer- 
furial courfe. In doubtful cafes, which are 
: ae cured 
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cured by exciting the mercurial aétion in the 
conftitution, he would adopt a fimilar mode 
of treatment in order to fupprefs the difeafe 
for fo long a'timne as to make it lefs likely to 
recur; or if any fubfequent difeafe fhould 


take place, to render it highly probable that” 


this was not venereal, fince it had- broken out ~ 


after fuch a courfe of mercury as mutt be 


confidered to be adequate to the cure of al- 


moft any difeafe of that nature. By under-_ 


taking this tafk I fhall perhaps comply with 


the wifhes of my other friend in ftating more 


explicitly the circumftances which fhould in- 


duce a furgeon immediately to ufe or abftain. 
from the adminiftration of mercury, and, at 


the fame time, contribute my mite of obfer- 


vation to thofe already offered on this Rill 


abfcure fubject of venereal difeafes. 


Primary fores or chancres are extremely i" 


various in their appearance, and perhaps in 


their nature. ‘The moft clearly marked ve-= . 


nereal chancre has been excellently defcribed 
by Mr. Hunter. The ftriking characters of 
the difeafe are, an ulcerating inflammation 

without 
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without any reparation, attended with indu- 
ration of the furrounding parts. The de 
(cription is, a fore of a fomewhat circular 
form, excavated, without eranulations, with 
matter adhering to the furface, and with a 
thickened bafe and edge. 


There is another fpecies of chancre in 
which the difpofition to ulcerate is lefs than 
ufual, and the difpofition to indurate is 
greater; fo that the ulcerated furface may 
heal, and leave an indurated knob or tu- 
bercle i in the affedted part. 


_ There are befides fome chancres in which 
the difeafed action feems to be very inert ; in 
thefe the ulcer is fuperficial, the thickening of 
the furrounding parts flight, and, after fome 
time, the ulcerated furface acquires a ftate of 
health, and cicatrizes, without producing any 
perceptible granulations. 


But it is impoffible to. depi& by words the 
various fores, fome of which are of a very 
irritable mature, that are produced by vene- 
! L 3 real 
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real virus, and through the medium of hick 
the conftitution is contaminated by that’ “‘pol-- 
fon. Mr. Hunter, apparently influenced» by 
this belief, fpeaks briefly on the fubjeQt of | 
chancres, and obferves that the fore induced 
by venereal virus will partake of the preva+ 
lent difpofitions to difeafe exifting in the cons 
ftitution or the part. Lf, then, many venereal” 
clrancres are fo anomalous in their appearance, © 
it is by their hiftory that we muft chiefly be- 
guided in forming our oinion of their nas 
ture, as will be prefently more fully infifted 
on*, Refpeéting thefe irritable and uncha=" 
| | racteriftia” 
* When mercury is adminiftered’in thefe anomalous ves 
nereal chancres it fometimes amends them, fometimes it 
appears to have little or no effe& on them, and fometimes, | 
by increafing the febrile indifpofition which they oceafton, 
jts operation appears to be prejudicial, Sometimes, likes — 
wife, the irritation which thefe fores keep up in the general 
fyftem prevents the fpecific operation of mercury on thay 
conftitution, and therefore, in many cafes, we are obliged 
for different reafons, to popone the ufe of mercury when 
it feems to be either unavailing or injurious, and.to refume , 
it when future circumftances indicate. The local treatment 
of anomalous irritable fores is, under thefe circumftances, 
of the higheft importance. The removal of the difcharges 
from fuch fores feems effential, yet every mechanical irritas) 
tion 
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raCteriftic chancres I wifh to mention fome 
obfervations, which have induced me to be- 
lieve that’ the venereal poifon can be con- 
veyed into the conftitution, and contaminate 
it through the medium of a fore, the general 
actions of which are probably not venereal. 


| GideiGehs is 
A healthy young man had a chancre be- 


hind the corona glandis, which was very 


tion fhould be avoided and when, therefore, the retraction 
of the prepuce cannot be effected without injury to the foress 
the difcharges fhould be wathed away by frequent injections 
of tepid opiate wathes. The heat and irritation fhould be 
alleviated by keeping up evaporation from the furface by 
linen folded and applied round the patt, and moiftened with 
opiate lotions. The penis fhould be faupported in an hori- 
zontal pofition, and kept free from that excitement which 
preflure or frifion may occafion. As foon as it is probable 
the fores will bear timulants of any kind, weak folutions of 
metallic falts, and fimilar applications, may be ufed to cor- 
rect their morbid ftate ; and the ftrength of thefe applica- 
tions may be gradually and cautionfly increafed, fo as to 
leffen’the morbid irritability of thefe fores. But it is foreign 
tomy defign to difcufs the treatment of thefe cafes; and 
| the relation ,which has been given of fome of them will 
ferve as fpecimens of that pian of conduct which I fhould 
/adopt and recommend. . 


tok: (sian $7 irritable, 


? 
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irritable, threw off fucceflive floughs, which - 
came away in {mall portions, and difcharged 
a bloody fanies. It caufed fo much {welling 
of the prepuce as, after a fhort time, to pre- 

vent the retraction of that part, fo that he i 
could only cleanfe it by frequently inje@ing 
the decoétum capitum papaveris. This fore 


difordered his conftitution. As he was 


healthy he took the pil, hydrarg., and rubbed 
in the mercurial ointment in confiderable 
quantities for more than a month; but it 
neither checked the progrefs of the fore, nor ~ 
affected his habit. It may be remarked that 
the irritable ftate of the conftitution, which 
thefe fores occafion, often counteracts the 
operation of mercury. ‘This unavailing mer- — 
curial courfe was now defifted from, when 
the ulcer had deftroyed about one half of the 
glans; it, ftill continued to fpread, though 


flowly, and afterwards healed. In abouttwo | 


months this patient had eruptions and fore- 
throat, which had the characteriftic marks of 
fyphilis, and yielded regularly, like the fymp- 
toms of that difeafe, to the effects of mer-— 
eury. Again, after the lapfe of fome months, 

nodes 
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modes appeared on the tibia and ulaa, with 
-noQurnal pains in thofe parts, and in the 
head. Thefe complaints were equally cha- 
racteriftic, and gave way to the operation of 
mercury, after which the patient: had no re- 
turn of difeafe-—Can we fay that the actions 
of a fore, which were not amended by mer- 
cury, and afterwards got well without that 
_ medicine, were venereal? or did the mercury 
-adminiftered, as fometimes happens, cure the 
venereal actions of the fore, and fo difpofe it 
to heal afterwards, yet without preventing the 
abforbed venereal poifon from producing con- 
‘iitutional fyphilis? 


Cite Oo ds 


Another healthy young man had three ir- 
ritable fores behind the corona glandis; one 
in the middle, one by the fide of the franum, 
and one in the intermediate fpace. Thefe 
fores difcharged a vifcid fanies, were of a 
livid colour, did not eat into the part, but 
rather rofe above the furface, and threw off 
no floughs, We tried, unavailingly, to quiet 
| their 
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their irritability by opiate applications, and t@ 
corre&t their difeafed ftate by a great variety 
of other local means. This patient took mer- 
cury; and, in confultation, it was determined 
that he fhould perfevere in it till his conftitu- 


tion was affected. This happened in about — 


fix weeks, but the medicine did not operate 


in the way that was defired. It made the 
patient weak and il], but did- not affect his — 


gums; and at laft brought on fo violent:an 


affection of his bowels as obliged him to - 


defift, although the fores were not amended; 
Knowing that irritable fores, which in the 


firft inftance refift the effects of local appli- ° 


cations, do afterwards yield to them when 
the powers of the difeafe are, as it were, in 
fome degree exhaufted, or its nature in fome 
way altered. Lone morning, by way of ex- 
periment, touched one of the fores with the 
argentum nitratum, and was the next day 
furprifed to fee the amendment it had pro- 
duced. I repeated the application to this 


fore, and employed it to the other two, and in | 


a few days all the fores were well. As foon 
as this gentleman was a little recovered from 


6 the 
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the debility occafioned by the difeafe‘and the 
‘medicine he went into the country, from 
whence he returned after fix weeks, with 
three fmall indurations in the fituation of the 
three fores, Thefe indurations regularly in- 
ereafed, and one of them began to ulcerate 
on the furface. They were thewn to fur- 
geons of the greateft experience and emi- 
nence, and no doubt was entertained but 
that they were three indurated venereal 

chancres. This opinion was confirmed by 
their giving way regularly to the ufe of mer- 
cury, which was perfifted in till they were 
completely difperfed, fince which time there 
has been no return of difeafe. 


It appears to me from fuch cafes that the 
irritation of the venereal virus may excite 
extenfive furrounding difeafe which is not 
venereal. In the firft cafe it feems to have 
got admiffion into the conftitution, and as the 
mercury employed had not its {pecific opera- 
tion, the poifon produced its cuftomary ef- 
mfects. In the latter it feems to have been 
controuled but not cured by mercury, and 
| afterwards 
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afterwards to have excited true venereal ac- 
tion without producing irritation in the fur- 
rounding parts. I need not fay that thefe 
cafes which fuggefted the idea which has 
been mentioned, are far from proving its 
truth, I could relate a great number of - 
jimilar cafes; and in fome inflances, when 
the irritable action of the fore has ceafed, I 
have known it become indurated throughout 
its whole extent. Thefe kind of cafes appear 
to me to deferve particular attention, as it 
muft be by fuch means that we may be 
enabled to draw up a hiftory of the irregu- 
larities of the venereal difeafe. Nor is this 
opinion, which has been mentioned, unfup- 
ported by analogy; for the fame thing hap- 
pens when conftitutional fymptoms of fy- 
philis occur. The firft irritation of venereal 
difeafe in the throat frequently produces ex- 
tenfive eryfipelatous inflammation in irritable 
conftitutions. Of this the patient complains, 
-.and to this the practitioner attends; and 
when it is mitigated or cured a local vene- 
real ulcer appears, which muft be regarded as 
the caufe of this more general difeafe, In 

like 
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like manner the appearance of a local vene- 
real node is uthered in by general rheumatic 
pains in the limb and contiguous joints, 
which engage the firft attention, till at length 
the caufe which produced them becomes ma-« 
nifeft. I mean here only to advert to thofe 
rheumatic affetions which, as it were, ufher 
in venereal difeafes, and then terminate, and 
not to thofe Which occur and accompany the 
venereal difeafes of the bones in fome confti« 
tutions. If this opinion be correét, it will 
indeed only tend to perplex farther this al- 
‘ready intricate fubje@; yet it is only by 
a recital and proper attention to every fa@, 
that it can ultimately be made clear and 
fimple. 


If then, as feems to be the opinion of Mr. 
Hunter, the venereal actions in a chancre may 
be fometimes fo modified by the difeafed pro- 
penfities of the conftitution, or part, as to 
form an ulcer fearcely cognizable as a vene- 
real one; and if in fome rare cafes the poifon 
may infe@ the conft.tution, and produce a 
fore, the general ations of which are not 
fyphilitic, it follows, as a general rule of con- 


duct 
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du@:, in pradtice, that furgeons .are not to 
confide in their powers of difcrimination, 


but in all cafes of ulcers arifing from impure 


intercourfe to aG@ as if the fore was venereal, — 
to give fuflicient mercury flightly to affect 
the ‘conftitution, to guard againft the confe-— 


quences of abforption, and, by local and other 


general means, to-cure as quickly as poffible 


the local difeafe, and thus remove the fource 


of contamination, and the neceflity for the — 


continuance of medicine. “This is, I believe, 


the general rule of ‘pra€tice adopted by the 
beft furgeons, and it appears to me, in the 
prefent ftate of ‘our knowledge of thefe dif. 
eafes,'to be judicious.. One advantage refults 


from this plan of condu@, which is, that if 


conftitutional fymptoms follow from a fore 


treated in a manner that ought to have pre=" 
vented contamination of the habit had the fore 7 
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been venereal, our fufpicions are excited, and 


_ by attentive obfervation we tay perhaps dift? | 


cover that they are well founded. 


In cafes of anomalous fores it may be en- — 


quired, if in thofe, which the event proves to 


be of a venereal nature, the difeafe deviates mae ~ 
terially 
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terially from its common charaéters, that of an 
ulcerative procefs without reparation, and ex- 
_ tending in every direGtion. Do thefe fores en- 
large by floughing, or produce granulation or 
fungus? do they fpread otherwife than nearly 
equally in their whole circumference ? does the 
ulceration extend in them only in particular di- 
enone: ? do they heal in one part and fpread 
in another? or do they amend and become 
worfe fuddenly ? Thofe infe&ted fores which 
are not venereal have fuch peculiarities, as 
has been fhewn in the firft part of this 
‘paper, and as they are fo very various, it 
becomes neceflary to diftinguith them from 
thofe which are fyphilitic by accurately no- 
ting the progrefs of anomalous cafes of the 
latter difeafe. It is extremely difficult to 
form any correé opinions on this fubject on 
account of its intricacy, and the almoft im- 
potlibility of abftaining from the ufe of mer- 
eury; but it is a fubje& highly deferving — 
enquiry, and which never can be fairly in- 
“ veitigated till it be known that the fecondary 
fymptoms arifing from fores may not be ve- 
-nereal, though their appearances cannot be 


: diftinguifhed 
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diftinguifhed from fuch difeafes by fight 


alone. 


With refpe& to fores that are not venereal 
the difficulties of inveftigation are greatly q 
multiplied. Ifa defcription cannot be given 
of venereal fores, it feems almoft abfurd to | 
fay any thing of thofe multiform fores pro-— | 
duced by infeQious matter, the qualities of 
which may be probably varioufly modified, 
and the effects of which appear equally liable 
to modification from peculiarities of conftitu- 
tion. Yet in this intricate fubje@ there are 
certain faéts which can be diftinGly obferved, 
and deferve attention. Some of thefe fores 
{pread by ulceration, and fome by floughing, 


of which infances are related in the firft fec# 


tion of this paper. Even Celfus has defcribed 
feveral {pecies of fores which, as Dr. Adams 
has obferved, we are acquainted with in the 
prefent day. 1 have never feen that phage- 
denic ulcer, which, fuddenly floughs, affect 
the conftitution ; neither do I believe that 
furgeons in general have remarked it; thofe 


who regard all thefe fores as venereal attribute 


9 the 
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the abfence of fecondary fymptoms to the 
chancre having been removed by the flough- 
ing of the furrounding parts. Yet in the 
cafe related by Mr. French in Mr. Hunter’s 
Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, fecondary 
fymptoms did occur from a fore of this kind, 
and got well without mercury, It may there- 
fore, perhaps, be doubted whether this difeafe 
be not an aggravated form of the fore which 
floughs more flowly, and from which the 
conftitution is much more frequently affed- 
ed. As I confider any obfervations that I 
have made on thefe fores to be incomplete, 
and therefore not to be depended upon, and 
Dr. Adams having reftrifted the term Phage- 
dena to one kind of deftructive fore, I feel 
more inclined to leave it as a generic term 
for all thefe fores, and to divide them into 
{pecies according to their peculiar charaéters. 
Then we may defcribe them as ulcerating 
phagedznic forés, and fores which fpread by 
floughing. Again, the ulcerating or flough- 
Ing procefs may extend not in all but in 
particular directions, and the floughs may 
take place from the edges or from the whole 
— M furface. 


on 
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furface. As Dr. Adams has treated thefe 
fubjects at large, I refer the reader to his 
book; but ,I will take upon me to defcribe 
one fpecies of fore which frequently occurs, 
and is generally treated as venereal, but which 
I am convinced is not fo. | 


The fores alluded to generally break out 
in fucceffion, and fometimes after a confider- 
able interval of time; which circumflance, if 
remarked, would render it improbable that 
they arofe from infection of the ulcerated 
part, fince fuch fores would probably be con- 
temporary. The ulcer is at firft inflamed, 
and fpreads ordinarily to the fize of the fin~ 
ger nail: its circumference is thickened ; it 
throws out new flefh, which rifes above the | 
furrounding fkin; fometimes there is an — 
appearance of feveral little cells or fpaces in 
the interflices of the granulations, if they | 
may be called fo, owing to the whole ulcer 
not producing new flefh in an equal degree. 
Thefe fores are flow in healing under any 
mode of treatment, and they generally get 
well in the fame fucceflion as they broke out. 

They 


» 
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They fometimes form in a circle round the 
orifice of the prepuce, and caufe a contra@ion 
in that part after they have healed. I do not 
‘mean to fay that all fores occupying this fitu- 
ation are not venereal, but merely to ftate 
that fometimes after a gonorrhza of the pre- 
puce, either originally occurring there, or 
having happened by a metaftafis of difeafe 
from the urethra, fores do break out in this 
fituation at a remote period from the receipt 
of the infection, which are not venereal. 
They feem to be the confequence of an irri- 
tated {late of the prepuce, from which there 
is fometimes a flight general difcharge, like 
that which takes place when the gonorrhea 
fhifts its fituation from the mouth of the 
urethra, and becomes the gonorrhea of the 
prepuce. ‘The glands in the groin fometimes 
fwell from irritation in thefe cafes, and gene- 
rally fubfide again, though I have known them 
fuppurate ; but I never faw any fecondary 
Tymptoms fucceed to this fpecies of ulcer. 


In the earlier a of my rd ieee in con- 
formity to general rules, I ufed to give mer- 
7: M 2 cury 
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cury in thefe ulcers to fecure the conftitution 
againft infection, whilft I tried to heal the 
fores as {peedily as I could by topical appli-_ 
cations. Slightly deftroying the furface with 
the argentum nitratum every fecond day, and 
dreffing with the folution of zincum vitriola- 
tum, were the local means which feemed to. 
be moft fuccefsful. An attention to the hif- 
tory of the difeafe, and frequent applications 


~. for advice from perfons who had been fe-. 


verely and unavailingly falivated for the cure 
of this fpecies of fore, foon emboldened me: 
to abftain from the ufe of mercury, and f. 
have never found, though I have met with ai 
confiderable number of inflances, that I have 
in this refpect acted wrong. 


As I believe that the relation of cafes con=\ 
veys information refpe€ting difeafes more: 
correGly and ftrikingly than any other mode: 
of defeription, I fhall mention the circum-- 
ftances of a cafe which occurred to me no) 
long time ago. A gentleman had a flight 


irritation in the urethra, and, after a few 
days, found the prepa a little fwollen, with 


a {mall 


; ‘ 
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a {mall difcharge from beneath it. This was 
checked by a weak folution of zincum vitrio- 
latum ; and afterwards three fores, fuch as I 
have defcribed, broke out in fucceffion, for 
which he ufed mercury fo as to affect his 
mouth. The fores flowly healed, but two 
new ones made their appearance, and the 
mercurial courfe was perfevered in. Thefe 
fores alfo healed flowly, and a running came 
on from the urethra, no new fores having 
appeared. The mercury was left off, the 
- gentleman came to town, and was much dif- 
treffed to find that three other fores, exadtly 
like the former ones, now broke out, but the 
difcharge from the urethra had ceafed. At 
this period he applied to me, and gave me 
the foregoing narrative of his diforder, with 
an aflurance that he had expofed himfelf to 
no new rifk of infeGtion. I employed only 
_ local means for their cure, being fatisfied by 
the hiftory as well as the appearance of the 
 fores that they were not fyphilitic. Near a_ 
_ month elapfed before any confiderable amend- 
ment took place, when a {welling appeared 
in the groin, and the fores healed fuddenly 

| M3. : in 
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in a few days. Leeches and Goulard’s wath 

were employed to difperfe the bubo, but in 

vain: it fuppurated, and formed a very un-: 
healthy abfcefs. There was a great deal of 
-furrounding eryfipelatous inflammation, the 

cuticle feparated from the furface of the 

bubo, the fkin became livid, and gave dif- 
charge to the matter by a partly floughing 
and partly ulcerating procefs. This, how- 

ever, proved the crifis of the complaint: the 

abfcefs having thus broken filled up, and 
healed in the courfe of about three weeks, 

fince which the patient has had no return of 
difeafe. This gentleman was liable to have 

_ fores break out fpontaneoufly on the pre-: 
puce: they got well readily by bathing them 

with a weak folution of zincum vitriolatum ;_ 
and I believe that perfons who have naturally 
an irritable ftate of the prepuce are moft ob-: 
noxious to fuch affeGtions. We muft not, 

however, impute the occurrence of thefe pe- 
: culiar fores to mere irritability, but to fome 

| {pecific contagion. 


_ The difcharge from the urethra in fuch 
cafes is not confiderable, nor attended with 
much 
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much inflammation or chordee, nor does it 


-increafe in violence; it may therefore be 
eafily diftinguifhed from common gonorrhea 
and its varieties. 


Sometimes, in a common gonorrhea, the 
difeafe thifts its ground and attacks the fore- 


_ f{kin, and fores from about the orifice of this 


part. Thefe are of a different nature from 
the fores which I have been defcribing: their 
furface is generally glofly, not producing ex- 
uberant new flefh, and their colour 1s un- 


healthy. They generally get well as the dif- 


eafe returns to its original fituation in the 
urethra. I merely mention thefe circum- 
 ftances to induce attention, and to prevent 
 fargeons from confounding the {ores which 


I have been defcribing with any others fimi- 


-Jarly fituated, but different in their nature, 


Iam defirous of briefly relating an anec- 


_ dote, communicated to me by an eminent 


_ furgeon in this town, on the fubje& of fores 


that occur frova a diforder firft affeQing the 


urethra. This cafe deferves attention, not 


M 4 : only 
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only as being curious in itfelf but becaufe it 
corroborates the foregoing obfervation by the 
teftimony of another. A gentleman lately 
married complained to his furgeon of a run- 
ning from the urethra, which fo ftrikingly 
refembled a venereal gonorrhea that the lat- 
ter could not but afcribe it to infetion. He 


had afterwards a {welling of the prepuce, and — 


fores on that part, which confirmed the fur- 
geon in his opinion, and produced a kind of 


diffenfion between his patient and him, the 


one afhrming that the difeafe was venereal, 
the other that it could not poffibly be fo, as 
his wife had no difeafe, and he had had con- 
-nexion with no other woman. The effect of 
this litigation was, that the furgeon could not 
urge the taking mercury, nor would the na= 
tient require the adminiftration of that medi- 
cine, though a bubo, forethroat, and eruptions 
fucceeded, which could not be diftinguithed 
from fimilar complaints of a fyphilitic nature, 
but all of which fpontaneoufly got well. 


Under this head of fores which occur on 
the genitals, and which are not fyphilitic, I 
inay 


RESEMBLING SYPHILIS. 169 | 


may mention one fpecies that | have feveral 
times feen on the fide of the penis, which is 
herpetic, affeCting new parts whilft thofe firft 
_ affected get well; fo that the fore may exift 
a long time, and be very troublefome, though 
its fituation may have varied confiderably. 


I have alfo feen a circle of {mall fores, like 
what takes place in tinea, occur on the out- 
fide of the prepuce in confequence of fome 
acrimonious fecretions being applied to it in 
fexual intercourfe. Some difeafes, whatever 
may be their primary nature, do, after a time, 
extend themfelves between the integuments 
and the fubjacent parts. I have known many 
difeafes which burrow in this manner treat- 
ed as fyphilitic, and, as the event of the 
cafes has proved, improperly. Indeed the 
progrefs of fuch difeafes is fo different from 
that of fyphilis, that it is natural to difcredit — 
its being fo. Difeafes which proceed in this 
manner feem to be of an irritable nature, and 
to affe& moft thofe parts which have leatt 

powers of life, which appears to be the caufe 
of their peculiar mode of extending them- 


 felves, 
I have. 
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I have in the foregoing pages endeavoured 
to reprefent briefly the circumftances of the 
primary ulcers of difeafes which are, and 
of thofe which are not, fyphilitic, and to ftate 

the general rules for the adminiftration of 
mercury ; and, at the fame time, I have de- 
{cribed fome fores which have not, as far as I 


know, been diftinguifhed, and which, in my — 


opinion, are not venereal, though they are 
generally treated as fuch. To take a fimilar 
comparative view of conftitutional difeafes 
arifing from thefe various fores would render 
this paper too prolix. I hope it will be feen 
that I do not prefume, nor do I fee caufe, to 
deviate from thofe eftablifhed rules of prac- 
tice founded on the general experience of 
furgeons. It would indeed, in my opinion, 
be prefumptuous in an individual to form 
general rules drawn from his fcanty expe- 
rience ; | may be allowed, however, to re- 
mark that individuals of the profeflion are 
likely to err by inferences drawn from their 


own practice; and it appears to me that — 


fome profeffional men at prefent are inclined 
to believe all fores arifing from impure con- 
nexion to be fyphilitic, whilft others may be 

toe 
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too fcrupulous in expecting all fyphilitic fores 
to poffefs their common charaéters. The 
truth probably in this, as in other inftances, 
lies between thefe extremes. Much however, 
it muft be acknowledged, remains to be af 7 
_certained, and I think that thofe furgeons 

would do effential fervice to {cience, who 
would give an accurate account of the ir- 
_ regularities of the venereal difeafe. But fuch 
an account never can be given by one, who 
-efteems all difeafes venereal, which refemble 
venereal difeafes in appearance. The fore~ 
going cales will, I think, at leaft prove this to 
be fact; and it was a principal incitement to 
their publication, that if this fat were gene- 
rally admitted, it. might lead to that ferupu- 
lous attention and impartial obfervation of 
fyphilitic difeafes, as would probably lead to 
accurate diftinGtions, and the removal of that 
obicurity with which they have hitherto been 
furrounded. I have fuppreffed many obfer- 
vations of my own on this fubje@, from a 
belief that it is better to fay nothing than to 
offer opinions not fully confirmed by fatts. 
_ The idea that fyphilis is a moft variable and 
| proteus- 
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proteus-like difeafe has probably arifen from 
thofe irregular difeafes which I have defcribed 
in the firft fection of this paper being con- 
founded with it. The opinion is however 
prejudicial, as it checks attentive obfervation 
by declaring its inutility. If it fhould be in. 
our power, as I fhould hope it may, by di- 
recting our attention to the hiftory rather 
than to the appearances of thefe difeafes, to 
diftinguith fyphilis from other complaints, 
then we may alfo be able to defcribe the ir-_ 
regularities of this difeafe, and to inform 
others when it aflumes deceptive characters, 
and purfues an unufual track, what difguife 
it puts on, and what courfes it follows, 


boos73 .:) 


On INJURIES OF THE HEAD. 


¥N the eflays which I formerly publithed, 
~ as well as in the prefent work, I have 
endeavoured to excite the attention of fur- 
geons to particular points of pratice, and to 
eftablith them by cafes, without entering into 
a full difcuffion of any furgical fubje@. This 
plan, though ufeful from its brevity, is not 


- without its inconvenience. In the account 


of injury done to the head I ftated, that, in 
my opinion, the older furgeons had recom- 
mended the operation of the trephine to be 
performed in fome cafes unneceflarily ; whilft 
others, who had witnefled the frequent ill 
fuccefs attending that operation, feemed in- 
clined to reprobate it too generally. In order 
to fhew what were the kind of cafes in which 
it might be abftained from, I related feveral 
_ Ainftances of fractures with flight depreffion, 
which did perfectly well without the opera- 
_ tion of the trephine: I alfo mentioned other 
I cafes 
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cafes to prove that flight preffure on the 
brain is not produGiive of thofe dreadful 
confequences which had been formerly ap- 
prehended. ‘Thefe facts were intended to 
point out the impropriety of the former 
practice, which was founded on the belief 
that the brain was an organ of fuch delicate | 
ftructure that the leaft degree of preffure 
would be highly injurious: which opinions 
would induce us to trephine in cafes of flight 
depreffion, or even where a little blood was 
-fuppofed to be effufed upon the dura mater, 
Yet I know that feveral furgeons, whofe 
judgment I refpect, thought that the repre- 
fentation which I gave of this fubje@ might 
induce others to abftain from the operation 
of the trephine, when it was neceflary, in a 
prejudicial degree. I muft however fay, that 
many cafes which have occurred fince my 
laft publication have tended to confirm the 
opinions which I have delivered on this fub- 
- ject. One of thefe I thall briefly relate. 


A lad, eighteen years of age, had the {qua 
mous part of the temporal bone beaten in ; 
- the 
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the frature ran horizontally, about a quarter 


of an inch above the zygoma, and could be 


diftinGly traced with the finger, introduced 


through the torn fcalp and temporal mutcle, 
for two inches. The upper part of the bone 


_ was depreffed about one-eighth of an inch; 
and it was impoffible to trephine below the 


fracture in order to elevate the deprefled por= 
tion. The lad had recovered from the i im-= 


mediate ftunning occafioned by the injury, | 
nor was there any fymptom that indicated 
‘material derangement of the funétions of the 


brain from .the preffure which it fuftained. 
_ He was bled largely, and took purging medi- 


cine, and was moderately well on the follow- 


ing day. On the fecond morning he was 


again purged ; and when I faw him at noon, 


nothing materially wrong appeared; but 


when I came to the hofpital at eight in the 


evening I found he had gradually become 
delirious, and that he then could fearcely be 


_ Kept in bed. His fkin was hot, and his pulfe 
_ frequent and ftrong. Thefe fymptoms could 
be attributed to nothing but inflammation of 


_ the brain; he was therefore immediately and | 
/. 3) largely 


ea 


wa 
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largely bled. He now became quiet and. 
manageable; but the next morning his re-: 
plies to all queftions were incoherent, his. 
pulfe frequent, his fkin hot, and his tongue. 
dry. The bleeding and purging were re- 
peated, and at night a blifter was applied to: 
his neck. On the following morning he was: 
fleeping and feeble, but his anfwers were ra=: 
tional; as the frequency and fulnefs of his: 
pulfe increafed in the evening, he was again. 
bled. The inflammation of the brain was: 
now fubdued, and the patient gradually re-. 
covered. The wound healed without any’ 
exfoliation of bone, and when he was dif-. 
charged from the hofpital there was not the: 
moft trivial circumftance which could induce: 
us to fufpe& that the brain had fuftained any’ 
injury from the accident. His fleep was; 
found and undifturbed, and the fudden mo-- 
tion of his head in any direction occafioned| 


no giddinefs or inconvenience. 


This cafe, with the others that I have Tem: 
lated, fhews that the inflammation of the: 
brain is to be expected as a confequence off 

; any! 


SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 77 


any ferious injury of the head, and can 
{carcely be confidered as the effed of flight 
preflure, as it frequently does not occur till 
-fome time after the preffure has exifted, and 
is removed though the preflure ftill remains. 


I have faid, that the cafes which I have 
“met with fince my former publication on this 
{ubject, have confirmed the opinions that were 
then delivered. Candour however obliges me 
“to relate the circumftances of the only cafe, 
which I have feen fince that time, of fracture 
with flight depreffion of the fkull which ter= 
minated fatally. 


June 3, 1802. A coacliman, twenty-three 
sears of age was thrown from his box. The 
middle of the anterior edge of the right pari- 
etal bone was fractured, and a piece about 
the fize of a fixpence was flightly depreffed. 
He foon recovered from the ftunning occa- 
fioned by the fall, and did not come to the 
hofpital till the fucceeding day. As he was 
perfectly well he was but flightly bled, and 
no bad confequences of this injury appeared 

| N , far 
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for two months. At this time he came agaire 
to the hofpital, complaining of fpafms in his 
left arm. The wound, which was not yet 
healed being examined, the depreffed bone 
was found to be loofe, and was removed, 
which alleviated the fpafms. Soon afterwards 
a portion of the external table of the fkull 
alfo came away. In the middle of September 
his health feemed much deranged, and he 
continued to get weaker till the middle of 
Odtober. ‘Fhe dura mater had gradually be- 
come protuberant, and covered with a fungus; 
it at laft eave way, and coagulated blood was 
difcharged mixed with detached pieces of the 
fubftance of the brain. The left arm had now 
loft its fenfation, though the patient could 
feebly dire&t its motions. On the 17th of | 
Otober the patient became very ill, and much | 
bloody ferum was difcharged from the wound. 
He was delirious during the night, but on ~ 
the next day underftood all queftions pro- 
pofed to him; blood and brain were difcharged | 
through the wound. On the evening of. 
the 19th he died. There was found a va. 
cancy in the membranes of the brain, oppofite 

to 
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to the deficiency in the bone, through which 
the effufed blood and crufhed brain had been 
_diftharged. In other refpe€ts thefe mem- 
branes were perfectly found. The whole 
right hemifphere of the brain feemed to be 
reduced into a pulpy and fetid mafs, compofed 
- of a mixture of blood and brain; the cortical 
fubftance, to the depth of about half an inch, 
remaining found, and containing the other. 
This large cavity communicated with the left 


ventricle under the fornix. 


The want of any urgent fymptoms in the 
beginning of this cafe prevented the patient 
from fubmitting to thofe ftrid& attentions, 
which might have produced his ultimate 
welfare. The reader muft form his own 
opinion whether the continuance of the pref- 
fure of the bone was the caufe of the difeafe 
in the fubftance of the brain. In order to 
form a correét opinion it fhould be confidered 
that fometimes the immediate bruife of the 
brain will occafion fuch a difeafe, although 
the deprefled bone be fpeedily elevated, of 
which inftances are related in my former 
N2 publi- 
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publication: and that fometimes difeafe and 
abicefles of the brain enfue from mere con- 
cuffion, as was the cafe in Le Sieur de Gallois, — 
related by Mr. Louis in the Memoires de 
l'Academie de Chirurgie,tom. 5. They may 
occur alfo without any fracture of the bone, 
perhaps from the irritation which dead bone - 
occafions in the fubjacent parts; of which [ 
fhall relate the following inflance.  ~ 


A man had the fcalp bruifed and torn 
down by the wheel of a cart from off the 
frontal bone. He was not ftunned at all by 
the accident. The bruifed fcalp mortified 
and the bone was left bare. He remained in 
the hofpital waiting for exfoliation, and as 
he had no illnefs, but little attention was paid 
to him. After about two months, however, 
he became weak, and ultimately delirious, and 
| died, and on examination an abfcefs contain- 
‘ing about one ounce anda half of pus was 
found in the front lobe of the cerebrum, be- | 
neath the dead bone, and fall half an inch 
from the furface. | | 


It 
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It was my object in the former publication, 


fimply to ftate the circumftances of cafes of 


fratures of the cranium: with flight depref- 


~ fion, which would do well without elevation, 


ae 


Had I been fpeaking at large on the fubject 


of trephining, I fhould have ftated it as my 
opinion, that the inflammatory fymptoms 
would probably be more fevere after that 
operation has been performed, Mhad they 
would have been, had it been omitted. This 
opinion has been formed from obferving, that 
in many cafes, where the trephine has been 
employed in cafes of flight depreffion, the 


~ fubfequent inflammatory fymptoms have been 


fo violent that they could not be controuled 
by the moft copious evacuations, and that the 
patients have in ‘confequence died. Indeed 
the opinion is fvfficiently probable to make it 
admitted, were it not fupported by numerous 
fads: for in trephining an additional injury 
muft be done to the fcalp and cranium, which 
would increafe the fympathetic irritation of 
the internal parts; and the fulceptibility of 
the brain would probably be increafed, when 


that flight preffure, which it had endured was 


N 3 fuddenly | 
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fuddenly taken away. Probably the vehe- 
mence and frequent fatality of the infamma- 
tion, which follows the operation of the 
trephine, is the circumftance which has led 
fome practitioners to be unwarrantably averfe 
to its performance. It cannot be fuppofed that 
I mean to defcribe the fubfequent fymptoms 
as in every inftance uncontroulable and fatal ; 


on the contrary | know it to be a neceflary © 


and fuccefsful operation. I only mean to 


remark that inflammation will come on with. 


or without its performance in cafes of violent 
injury, and that it would probably be more 
violent under the former than under the latter 
circumftance. Had I been in the former 
publication writing exprefsly on the operation 
of the trephine, I fhould have ftated it as my 
opinion, that no confiderable depreflion of 
the cranium ought to be fuffered to remain; 
and that every hazard fhould be encountered 
rather than fuch a degree of preflure fhould 
be fuffered to remain, as might be productive 
of future inflammation and difeafe, or dif- 
turb the fun@ions of fo important an organ 
as the brain. The object of my laft publica- 

tion 


| 
| 
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- tion was to thew, as far as my opportunities © 
of obfervation enabled me, what appeared to 
be the kind of cafes, in which it would be 
injurious to apply the trephine, and what 
cafes would do well without that operation. 


If I had been writing exprefsly on the cir- 
cumftances requiring the operation of the 
trephine, I fhould alfo have faid, that where 
the bone was broken into many pieces, fo as to 
render it probable that they would not unite, 
but on the contrary that fome would perifh, 
and that fuppuration would take place, it 
would be right to make a {mall perforation, 
and take away the fplintered portions of bone. 
They might otherwife become loofened by 
fuppuration, and keep up for a length of time 
an irritation on the fubjacent membranes and 
brain, in confequence of that fympathy which 
exifts between external and internal parts. 


It will be “acknowledged, that it is very 
difficult to decide in fome cafes, whether it is 
preferable to trephine or not. All that I have 
{aid, either in the former paper, or in this, is 


N 4 defigned 


od 


~ 
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defigned more to excite obfervation and in- 
vefligation in others, than from a belief that 
¥ have eftablifhed any certain rules for de- 
cifion. The cafes on which the opinions are 
founded muft, however, I think, be worthy of 
attention. | 


Since my laft publication on this fubjed 1 
have met with a cafe of concuffion of the brain, 
fo remarkable on account of the violence of 
the fucceeding inflammatory fymptoms and 
their confequences, and on account of the re- 
covery of the patient under fuch violent and 
complicated difeafe, that I deem it worthy of 
publication. The cafe was attended by Mr. 
Sheppard of Chew Magna, who was, at the 
time it happened, dreffing pupil to Sir Charles 
Blicke at St. Bartholomew’s hofpital. To his 
judicious and unremitting: attention I cannot 
but attribute in a great degree the ultimate wel- 
fare of the patient. The account which I have 
drawn up, is taken from Mr. Sheppard’s notes. 


David Davis, a robuft man, thirty-five years 
of age, was admitted into St. Bartholomew’s 


hofpital 


> "Np 


‘ g ee 
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J sah on the 21{t of November 1799. He 


had fallen from a confiderable height on hig 
head, and had bruifed and wounded the {calp, 


but without fra@uring the bone. He was, 
when brought to the hofpital, fo far infenfible, 


. as not to be affected by flight impreffions, and 


his extremities were cold. His feet were put 


into hot water, and, after fome time, he became 


eh ee. 


warm and more fenfible, and the pupils of 
his eyes contracted as in common. ‘Twelve 
ounces of blood were taken from the tem- 
poral artery, and a purging medicine given. 
On the following day, the pulfe being full and 


hard, fixteen ounces more of blood were taken 


away, and the purging medicine repeated, 


which procured feveral ftools, and a blifter 
was alfo applied to the nape of the neck. 


-Notwithftanding thefe meafures, however, he 


became delirious, and his fkin felt hot, and 
he complained of pain in his head. Twelve 


_cunces more of blood were therefore taken, 


and three grains of pulvis antimonialis given 


every fourth hour, 


November 24. The delirium’ ftill con- 
tinued, but the patient lay more quiet: his 


pulle 
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pulfe was 120 and full, therefore twelve™ 
ounces of blood were taken, and as the 
delirium and ftrength of the pulfe ‘fill con- 
tinued, in the evening the bleeding was. re- 
peated to the extent of twelve ounces. His 
bowels were alfo emptied by magnefta vitri- 
olata and fenna. Afterwards he had thirty 
drops of Tra. opii given him at night. He’ 
flept fome hours in the night, and next 
morning his pulfe was lefs hard, and only 
96 in a minute; his anfwers to queftions 
were alfo much more rational, and de- 
livered in a lefs loud and quick tone of voice 
than before. For during the greater part of 
the delirium he had been very unmanageable, 
rolling about in bed and endeavouring to get 
up, and {peaking in a loud and fierce manner, 
Toward the evening the fymptoms again in- 
creafed; his pulfe was 120, and harder and 
fuller than in the morning ; his fkin was hot, 
and he complained of thirft. He had taken 
purging medicine in the morning, which had 
operated. Three grains of antimonial powder. 
were now given every fourth hour, and his 
feet put into warm water in hopes of pro- 


curing perfpiration: ten ounces of blood 
were 
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» were taken from the temporal artery, and the 


_ oplate repeated at night. 


agth. The patient had flept during great 


part of the night; his pulfe 100; he complained 


_ of cold though his fkin was hot, and of great 


X\ 


pain in his head. More ftools were procured, 


and twelve ounces of blood were taken from 


the temporal artery. He now took fix grains 
of pulv. ipecac, comp. every four hours. 


26th. He had been delirious during the 
former part of the night, but had flept to- 


ward the morning; in other refpeGts he was 


much as before. In the evening, as his pulfe 
would bear it, twelve ounces of blood were 
again taken away. 


27th. Pulfe fofter and frequent. He had 


three ftools from medicine in the evening. 
‘The delirium feemed to have a little fubfided, 

-and he was much inclined to fleep, fo that it 
was difficult to obtain an anfwer from him. 


28th. A-blifter was applied to his head, 


and in the evening his pulfe becoming full, 


3 | ten 
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ten ounces of blood were taken from him, 


Two grains of opium were given him at 


night, 


2oth. He had flept well but complained of 
his head, and of difficulty in fwallowing, and 


in the evening had hemiplegia of the right 


lide of his body, 


goth. He had flept but little, the bowels 


lax, the pulfe {mall and frequent, the hemi-_ 


_ plegia continues. 


We had thus far been endeavouring, by the 
moft powerful means, to fubdue a violent in- 
flammation of the brain, and could fcarcely be 
faid to have accomplifhed our defign, when a 
new affection called for attention. I think it 
can fearcely be doubted that the hemiplegia 


was the effeét of preffure made by an effufion — 
of fluids in confequence of inflammation, — 
operating probably chiefly on the left hemi- 


fphere of the brain, fo as to paralize the oppo= » 


fite fide of the body. Under this perfuafion, 
and without expectation of fuccefs, I directed 
that two drachms, by Beane, of ftrong mer 


curial 
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curial ointment fhould be rubbed in on. his 
arms and legs night and morning, and that 


five grains of the pil. hydrarg. with one grain 


of opium, fhould be given three times a day. 
Thefe means were continued for three days 
without any ftriking amendment being per- 


_ ceived, but on the fourth (Dec. 4.) he ftretch- 


ed out his right arm when required, and he 
was able to {wallow without difficulty. As 
he was getting better, the fame plan was 
perfevered in till the 9th, when. the mercury 


had affected his mouth, and produced a 


diarrhoea. He now knew all thofe perfons 


who had attended him, and his ftate was 


- furprifingly altered. During the inflamma- 


tion of the brain he had been very unman- 
ageable, and his replies and expreflions were 
fierce and loud. Now he was extremely 


tractable, and wept whenever he was fpoken 


to. His pulfe was very feeble, and beat but 


go in a minute. It feems right to mention 


that a few days afterwards, when he was 


flowly recovering, one of the wounds of the 
_ temporal artery gave way, and he loft perhaps 


fourteen ounces of blood before it was per- 


4: ceived, 


bed 
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ceived. This circumftance of courfe made 
him weaker, and increafed the frequency of 
his pulfe, but it did not much impede his 
recovery, which, though very flow, was very 
perfect. Extenfive floughing of the integu- 
ments of the nates had taken place, which it 


does not feem requifite to mention, but inaf- — 


snuch as it tends to fhew the reduced ftate 
to which he was brought. Indeed if this 
patient had not poflefled a vigorous conftitu- 
tion, it could not be expeéted that he would 
have furvived the debility which this difeafe 
and the treatment conjointly produced. 


The extent of the evacuations, that fur- 


geons are obliged to make, in inflammations | 


of vital organs is fuch, as would deter the 


unexperienced from purfuing them, and muft 


aftonith thofe who have employed them with 


fuccefs, that they could be borne with fo little 
apparent injury. It can only be accounted 


for by confidering the difeafe as the ftimulus 


which keeps up the aétions of the conftitution 
under fuch exhaufting meafures, as would 
occafion them to fink but for this excitement. 


I have : 
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IT have feen fo many additional cafes of 
concullion, fo exaétly correfponding to thofe 
formerly related, that I am more fully fatif- 
fied of the truth of the reprefentation which 
has been given of them. I have in confe- 
quence been led more and more to wonder, 
that 5 contrary plan of treatment to that 
which has been fo uniformly fuccefsful, 
eould ever have been recommended, and to 
conje&ure what cafes could have occurred, 
in which fuch oppofite practice muft not have 
been itrikingly prejudicial. Probably I may 
point out fuch cafes; and as I do not find 
' them delcribed in books of furgery, becaufe 
they have not been deemed fufficiently im- 
portant, it may not be improper briefly to 
mention them. 

A young lady was Looping | in - clot, and 
Filing up fuddenly and forcibly ne truck her 
head againft a thelf. The blow ocealioned 
extreme pain, but did not ftun her. She 
went down ftairs without mentioning the ac- 
eident, and after fitting with” her friends for 
2 fhort time fhe fainted. As it was in the 


evening 


/ 
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evening fhe went to bed, but could not fleep 
for pain in her head, and the next day her 
pulfe was very languid, and her extremities 
cold, fhe complained of great pain when the 
icalp was flightly touched, and faid there was 
a fenfation as if cold water was dropping on 
it. She took fome gentle opening medicine, | 
which relieved thefe fymptoms, but fhe could 
not fit up for many days, and it was a 
confiderable time before fhe recovered the 
languor, which the blow had occafioned: but 
~-peither fever, nor failure of fenfation, or of 
intellect took place in the flighteft degree. 
I have feen many fimilat cafes, and in one 
the patient faid his fenfations were fuch as 
would induce him to believe that his brain 
was laolgs and moving cn the infide of the 
All thele = cafes were relieved by flight | 


U1 as gently opening medicines, 
of cupping, though I am inclined to 

2 that’ a contrary plan of treatment,” 

which has been recommended in concuffion, — 

might have been purfued without material 

detriment. 


I fhall 
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I fhall next relate a cafe, in which though 
‘the brain was not the immediate fubje&t of 
the injury, yet it became affected in confe- 
quence of it, and I think the cafe deferves to 

be recorded, not only on account of feveral 
ufeful fa&s and hints relative to practice 
which it affords, but alfo becaufe it may even- 
tually tend to throw light on the economy 
and difeafes of the brain. : 


CAS E. 


A man was gored in the neck by a cow. 


_ The horn entered by the left fide of the cricoid 
cartilage, and penetrated as far'as the vertebre ; 
it then paffed upwards on the bodies of thofe 
bones, nearly as high as the bottom of the 
fkull, afterwards it came out behind 
of the jaw, expofing and in fome 
juring the parotid gland in its 

Jacerating the {kin of the face as high as 1 
middle of the ear. in its courfe it ha | paffed 
beneath, and torn the internal carotid artery, 
and all the primary branches in front of the 
external carotid artery. The former veffel 
| QO was 


= 


thie 


bil % : 
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was not however entirely rent afunder, fo that 
the general courfe of the artery and its con= 
nection with the cranium remained in. the 
ufual ftate. Notwithftanding the fize of the 
veflels which had been torn, they did not 
immediately bleed; the wound was therefore. 
clofed and bound up. The blood was foon 
obferved to flow in ftreams down the neck, nor 
could any general preflure upon the wound 
prevent hemorrhage. In this flate the man 
was conveyed to St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, 
but he loft a large quanaiys of blood before’ 


bis arrival. 


The patient was laid upon a bed, and be- 
fore the wound was opened, one of the 
ftudents hemly comprefled the trunk of the ) 


carotid. artery, again{t the lower cervical ver= | 
tebra. e found upon the firft infpedtion 
of tl ae that this preflure prevented - 
any hemorrhage; yet upon the occafional 


motions of the patient, and upon accidental : 
variations in the preflure-made on the veflel, , 
- the blood gufhed from the bottom of the: 
wound fo fuddenly and in fuch quantities as | 

to! 
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to prevent any accurate examination. |The 
man was very unquiet ; he complained much 
of the preflure, and was greatly diftreffed by a 
_fenfation of fuffocation, which compelled him 
conf{tantly to attempt to expectorate. Under 
thefe circumftances our firft endeavours were 
to tie the more fuperficial arteries, but the 
edges of the wound being lacerated, the firft 
ligatures which we endeavoured to make tore 
away portions of the flefh, and did not fecure 
the veiiels, 


The fituation of the patient became every 
moment more defperate, he really feemed 
choking, his extremities became cold and 
his pulfe was fcarcely to be felt: his ftrugeles 
-alfo which could not be controlled, made the 
preflure on the trunk of the arter ry very pre- 
carious. It was deemed neceflary. to enlarge 
the wound to get at the trunk of the carotid 
artery, and an incifion was made between that 
veflel and the trachea, in a direétion parallel 
to each of thefe parts. I had now the power 
of pafling my finger beneath the trunk of the 
‘carotid artery; and of effeQually compreffing 

O 2 See 
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it between that finger, and my thumb which 
was placed oppofite to it, upon the “integu- 
ments of the neck, 


I had now leifure to examine the wound 
with my other hand, and felt that the pharynx 
had been feparated from the vertebre of the 
neck, and had fallen againft the larynx: its 
irritation on that organ was probably the 
-caufe of the fenfation of fuffocation which 
the patient fuffered. There did not appear | 
any reafon to believe that the pharynx was 
wounded; for though the patient was con- 
ftantly fpitting, the mucus was not mixed 
with blood. Finding that the moment I re- 
mitted the preffure on the carotid, the blood 
gufhed out from fo many orifices and in fuch 
a torrent from the bottom of the wound, I | 
refolved to pafs a ligature round the trunk 
of the carotid at the part where I had been » 
_ comprefling it, and which was about an inch. 

below its divifion. This ligature I thought: 
aight be made to ferve as the tourniquet im! 
amputation, for I could with it comprefs the: 
artery fo as to prevent the wounded parts: 

2 becoming! 
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becoming obfcured by blood, and by flacken- 
ing it might gain information with regard 
to the fituation of the ruptured veffels. 


Should it become neceflary at any time to 
‘tie the carotid artery, I am convinced that it. 
may be done without much difficulty or dan-= 
ger, even without an accurate difle@tion of the 
part. Ifthe incifion be made on that fide of 
the artery which is next the trachea, where 
no important* parts can be injured, as was 
done in the prefent inftance, the finger 
can then be pafled behind the artery fo as to 
comprefs it. The veflel being fufficiently 
bulky and firm, to make its form and outline 
diltingly perceptible, a needle may then be 
paffed behind the artery, as near as poffible 
to that edge of it which is next to the in- 
ternal jugular vein, there can be little rifk of 
wounding that veflel, or of including in the 
ligature the 8th pair of. nerves which lies 
between them. In attempting to fecure the 
carotid artery, I paffed behind it in the man- 
ner defcribed, a blunt hook with an eye in 
‘the point, and having previoufly introduced 
. Os a liga 
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a ligature into it, I drew back the inftrument 
and thus enclofed the artery. 


When I compreffed the veflel by tighten- 
ing the knot of the ligature, I did it flowly, 
and with a watchful attention to the fuffer- 
ings of the patient; for I cannot but fuppofe - 
that had the nerve of the 8th pair been in-_ 
cluded, his complaints would have fufficiently 
denoted that circumftance. But the com- 
preflion of the ligature did not feem to make 
the leaft difference in the general ftate of the. 
patient, whilft it completely prevented the 
further effufion of blood. With a knife and 
diffeCting forceps I then expofed the lacerated | 
veffels, and found that the primary branches 
of the external carotid artery had been torn | 
off from the trunk. By drawing upwards | 
the ligature which encircled the trunk of the 
artery, I made the internal carotid tenfe, fo 
that its courfe and ruptured ftate could be 
diftinélly felt. The ligature on the trunk | 
was flackened, and the gufh of blood further 
confirmed the laceration of the internal 
carotid artery. I had now the alternative of 

fecuring 
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fecuring the ligature, which I had ‘already 
made on the trunk of the veffel, or of tying 
_the branches feparately. I preferred the for- 
mer, and it fhould be obferved that the man 
had now lain ten minutes or more, without 
any blood being carried to the brain by the 
left carotid; and during that period he had 
recovered from his extreme faintne(ls, appeared 
_perfetly fenfible, and as well as could be 
expected in a perfon, confidering that he had 
loft fo large a quantity of blood. The liga- 
ture being now made fecure, the wound was 
brought together by ftripes of plaifter; and 
in this ftate warm milk was given to the 
patient to drink, in order to learn what would 
be the effe& of his efforts to fwallow, and to 
afcertain as far as poffible, whether there was 
any wound in the pharynx or cefophagus. 
The patient fwallowed about a quarter of a 
pint of this fluid with difficulty, and with the 
frequent excitement of coughing. No milk 
however came through the wound, and I 
concluded that all the difficulty of deglutition 
_ arofe from the unnatural ftate in which the 
i mufcles of the pharynx were placed, in con- 
O4 fequence 
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fequence of their detachment from the ver- 
tebre. Thefe circumftances happened be- 
twen 4 and 5 o'clock in the afternoon, and 
when I faw the patient again between 9 and 
10, his ftate feemed greatly amended. He 
had feveral times taken warm milk, and the ~ 
difficulty of deglutition had abated. His — 
pulfe was now moderately full and ftrong, and — 
not very frequent. It therefore appeared 
that the apparently dying ftate of the man, 
which at one time had alarmed us, proceeded 
rather from the fudden difcharge of blood, 
than from the quantity, however confiderable, 
which had been loft. The patient alfo ap- 
peared tranquil, and perfectly rational, and 
though prevented from fpeaking much, he 
exprefled himfelf fatisfied in his fituation. | 
#4 
On the whole I was led to form a favour- 
able expeCtation of the progrefs of the cafe, . 
as far as related to the effets which a liga- 
ture on one carotid would have on the 
economy of the brain. I was next morning | 
mortified to learn that the patient had been | 
unquiet, and feverith during the night, that _ 
he 
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he had become delirious, that he had beea 
feveral times affeéted by flight convulfions, 
which had increafed; and that when liquids 
_ were now given to him, they paffed through 
the wound, and he could fearcely {wallow 
any thing. The pulfe of the patient was now 
about 130 in a minute, and hard, and his 
{kin was hot. He lay inattentive to external 
: obje&ts, but probably not infenfible, for the 
pupils of his eyes were contracted, and when 
the lids were opened in order to examine 
them, he fhut them quickly, and as it were, 
impatiently. It had been remarked, that the 
left fide of the body was more convulfed’ 
than the right. 


As we had it not in our power eafily to 

® give medicine, I introduced a {mall hollow 
bougie through the right noftril into the 
cefophagus, and immediately injected half a 
pint of milk and water, and 60 drops of 
tin@ture of opium; that I might learn the 
effets of that medicine under the prefent 
_ circumftances. The patient thortly after 
_ broke out into a moft profufe fweat, and the 
~ convulfions — 
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eonvulfions were quieted by the opium. The 


convulfions when thus mitigated by opiums 


might be defcribed as violent tremors of the 


left fide of his body, but the right fide re- 
mained motionlefs; to which curious fat I 
particularly attended. I placed his right arm 
- acrofs his breaft, from which fituation it did 
not afterwards ftir. I could not however, 


perceive any diftortion of the face to the 


oppofite fide, and the pupils of both eyes 


were equally contraéted. When I[ faw the 
fweat break out on the taking of opium, and 
the nervous irritation diminifhed by its ope- 
ration, I was then more forcibly ftruck than 
I had been before with the fimilarity of this 
patients fituation, to that of a perfon fuffering 
from the effets of concuffion of the brain, 

fome time after the accident, when the in- 
- fammation often fucceeding to it, had begun 
to take place. 


Leven queftioned if it might not be right 
to take blood from the temporal artery, which 


was feen beating violently. I thought how- _ 


ever 
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ever the general opinion would be againft 
fuch practice, and I only applied a blifter.to 
the head. Twenty drops of tincture of 
opium were directed to be given to the pa- 
tient every third or fourth hour, with a view 
_ to mitigate the convulfions, which it appeared 
todo. Milk and water was alfo occafionally 
given, in proportion to the degree of per- 
- fpiration. No remarkable change of fymp- 
toms took place, but the ftrength of the 
pulfe gradually declined, and at 10 o’clock at 
night he had a fevere convulfion fit, and im- 
mediately after died. His death happened 
about thirty hours after theiligature was made 
on the carotid artery. 


The body was examined on the following 
_ day. The brain appeared to have fuffered a 
confiderable degree of inflammation. The 
veliels of the pia mater appeared as if they 
were injected, and in many places upon the 
furface of the convolutions of the cerebrum, 
there even feemed an effufion of blood pro- 
| ducing that appearance ufually termed blood- 
9 fhot. 


204, SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


fhot. There was a very confiderable depo»: 
fition of gelatinous fubftance between the. 
tunica arachnoidea, and the pia mater. The 
veflels paffing through the fubftance of the: 
brain, though fuller than common, were not 
particularly turgid. A confiderable quantity 
of water of a light brown colour, and {lightly 


turbid appearance was found in the ventri- 


cles, whilft the firmnefs of the fides of thofe 
cavities fufficiently indicated that the collec- 
tion had not preceded the accident. On ex- 
mining the neck, the carotid artery was 
found to be the only part included in the liga- 
ture. The fuperior thyroideal, lingual and 
facial branches of the external carotid, were 
torn off from the trunk, and the internal carotid 
was rent acrofs, as has been already mentioned. 


Neither the trunk of the 8th pair of nerves, 
nor the great fympathetic, nor thofe of the 
_ tongue, appeared to have fuffered injury: 
The fuperior laryngeal, and the defcending 
branch of the gth pair were the chief nerves 
injured by the accident. Thefe circumftances 

are 
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are mentioned to enable the reader to form 
his.own judgment on the probability of the 
fymptoms which occurred being gat ts 
nervous apny or irritation, 


‘That the diforder and death of this man is 
not to be attributed to the quantity of blood 
which he had loft, appears clearly to me, not 
only from the degree of plenitude and power 
of the vafcular fyftem which remained, but 
becaufe I had feen many patients in the 
hofpital, who had divided moft of the pri- 
mary branches of the external carotid artery 
inthe attempt at fuicide; and who after fur- 
viving a few days, perithed in confequence 
_ of the lofs of blood which they had fuftained, 
but with a train of fymptoms very different 
- from thofe which occurred in the prefent in- 
ftance. 


Some perfons may perhaps be inclined to 
attribute inflammations of the brain to ner+ 
vous injury or irritation, I have taken 

“notice of all the injury difcoverable by dif- 
piccion, and have further to obferve that we 


frequently 
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frequently fee larger nerves lacerated ‘in 
wounds without the produétion of fuch fymp-_ 
toms, and the tranquil ftate of the patient till 
the inflammation of the brain came on, op-— 
pofes fuch an idea. Upon reflection I can 
form no other opinion of the cafe than that 
which firft ftruck me, which is, that though ~ 
the {topping the fupply of blood to the brain 
did not for feveral hours produce any ap~ — 
parent derangement in the fundtions of that 
organ, yet fucha {tate was gradually occafioned _ 
by it, and which was attended like the effects 
of concuffion of the brain, with inflammation. 
It further appeared, that when the combined 
effets refulting from the derangment, and 
the inflammation were manifefted together, 
the ftate of the patient much refembled that — 
of a perfon who had fuffered concuflion. 


The different ftates of the two fides of the 
body ought not I think to pafs without fur- 
ther notice. Although the right fide could 
not be pofitively faid to be paralytic, yet in 
my opinion it approached to that ftate. , 


It 
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It has been already obferved, that a double 
conftruGtion might be put upon the fymp- 
toms, yet as the inflammation of the brain 
‘was equal on both fides, we might naturally 
expect the whole body to fuffer equally. 
Should the ftate of the right fide have been, 
as appears moft probable, an approach to a 
_ ftate of paralyfis, it would furely be confider- 
ed as peculiarly curious. An effufion of 
blood in the left hemifphere of the brain 
would affect the oppofite fide of the body in 
the fame manner, that cutting off the fupply 
of blood to the left fide appears in this in- 
ftance to have done. I forbear to {peculate 
on this fubje@t, the fact which I have men- 
_ tioned feems to deferve notice, and though at 
prefent it muft fland alone, it may in futuce 
receive addition, and, when thus fupported, be 


applied to fome ufeful purpofe in phytiology. 


I have thought it right to record this cafe, 
not merely becaufe it is curious, but becaufe 
‘it affords fome ufeful practical hints, as to the 
_condu@& to be purfued when a perfon has 
_ divided the large primary branches of the 
carotid 
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carotid artery in an. attempt at fuicide. It 
may be allowable alfo to mention in relation 
to this latter fubje&t, the great advantages 
which appear to me to arife from the imme- — 
diate introdu@tion of a {mall elaftic catheter, 
paffed through the right noftril, down the cefo- — 
phagus, nearly as far as the ftomach, in the 
manner practifed by Deflault, in the cure of 


a perfén wounded bya piftol ball. 


A patient in fuch a ftate is not under the — 
neceflity of frequently fwallowing nourifh- 
ment, which a& tears open the wounded 
parts, and caufes inflammations in them, and 
produces fuch a fecretion of mucus as excites 
almoft conftant cough, increafing the difturb- 


ance of the wounded parts. 


The introduGion of a fmall elaftic catheter 
may be eafily accomplifhed in the firft in-— 
flance, though not without difficulty, after 
the fenfibility of the parts have been increafed 
-by inflammation, and from the benefit I have 
feen derived from it I fhould not hefitate to- 


do it in all cafes of extenfive wounds of the 
throat, 
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throat, where the larynx or trachea is divided, 
even though the pharynx and cefophagus may 
be uninjured. It feems to me alfothat a Similar 
plan of condué is very fuitable to ftrictures 
of the cefophagus. 


On Aneurifin. 


Since thy laft publication, I have a fecond 
time performed the operation of tying the 
external iliac artery. In this cafe the artery 
was tied with two ligatures and divided in 
the interval; it afterwards firmly united at 
each extremity, and the ligatures came away 
at the ufual time: neither did there appear 
any deficiency in the nutrition of the limb. 
Thefe circumftances afford reafonable expec- 
tations of fuccefs in future operations of 
this kind, yet in the prefent inftance the 
operation appears to have been too long 
delayed, and the patient to have died from 
an event which was not forefeen, but which 
might perhaps have been prevented. I there- 
fore think it right to ftate the circumftances 
of this cafe in the prefent publication. 


P CASE 
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CASE, 


Wrungel, a German, by trade a 
fugar-baker, of a fickly afpe&t and flender 
make, about 5 feet 7 inches high, “and = 
near 40 years of age; was admitted into 
St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, on account of an 
aneurifm in the femoral artery, clofe to Pou- 
part’s ligament. This he imputed to a ftrain 
about three weeks before. The tumor at the 
time of admiffion was of the fize of a {mall 
_ orange, and the blood contained in it was 
fluid; for it could be entirely exprefled from 
the aneurifmal fac. _ At a confultation on the 
treatment of the cafe, I faid that I did not 
think a furgeon warranted in tying the ex- 
ternal iliac artery, till he was in fome mea- 
fure compelled to it by the progrefs of the 
diieafe, for the following reafons, 1ft. An 
-aneurifm, in proportion to its increafe and 
duration, obftrudts the paflage of the blood 
through the natural and principal channels, 
and obliges it to “circulate by other courfes, 
which are enlarged according to the exigency 


of 
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of the cafe. It feems highly probable, that 
in proportion to the fize of the artery which 
is tied, and the magnitude of the part to bé 
nourifhed after that operation, fo will be 
the degree of previous enlargement in thefe 
collateral channels, which is neceflary to en- 
_ ture its fuccefs. On this account the opera- 
tion fhould be delayed longer in an inguinal 
aneurifm than in any other. 


adly. The operation of tying the external 
iliac artery muft, in the prefent flate of our 
knowledge, be confidered as very ferious in 
its nature, and uncertain in its event. Tonce 
tied this veffel when a man would otherwife 
have bled to death from the femoral artery; 
and though the limb was nourifhed, the 
artery ulcerated. ‘The operation was done a 
-fecond time in London, and the limb mor- 
tified; but no fair practical inference can, | 
am told, be drawn from the latter cafe, as the 
operation was poftponed till’mortification was 
as it were impending. 


3dly. There is fome chance in aneurifms 
of a cure fpontaneoufly occurring from the 
; Pa clofure 
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clofure of the artery above by the coagulation 
of the blood. ‘To cite thofe inftances only 
which have come within my own knowledge, 
and which it feems right to mention, as it 
increafes the {tock of facts before the public; 
I have known fuch a fpontaneous cure take 


place twice in the popliteal artery, once in the . 


arteria profunda femoris, and once in the 
axillary artery. For thefe reafons it was 
asreed to poftpone the operation in the cafe 
of the prefent patient till cireumftances fhould 
appear to demand its perfomance. 


Our poor patient therefore lay itt the hof- 
pital during two months, in which time his 
difeafe gradually increafed, and his health 
declined. Towards the latter part of the 
time he fuffered a great deal of pain in the 
front of his thigh, which deptived him of 


reft, and the whole limb was largely cedema- — 


tous. Thefe fymptoms would naturally arife 
from the preffuré which the anecurifm muft 
make on the anterior nerves and abforbents 
of the thigh. The tumor had advanced to- 
wards the furface, and the fkin had become 
flightly inflamed, yet the protruding part of 

the 
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the tumour was not of greater extent than 
when he was firft admitted into the hofpital, 
and no judgment could be formed of that 
part which was more deeply fituated, on ace 
count of the general {welling of the thigh. 
The blood could even now be exprefled from 
the prominent part of the tumour, and I felt 
anxious, left the obftrudtion to the circulation 
in the main artery fhould not have been fuf- 
ficient to have obliged the blood to circulate 
by other channels. It deferves to be re- 
marked, that the aneurifm may extend con- 
fiderably beneath the fafcia of the thigh, 
-caufing pain and oedema by its preffure, and 
yet that part which advances towards the fur- 
face may be of no great magnitude. 


The patient’s fufferings increafed confidere 
ably during the week preceding the ope- 
ration, fo that he declared his prefent ftate 
was almoft infupportable, and folicited that 
fomething might be done to change it either 
for the better or the worfe. He never, how- 
ever, was able to explain the caufe of this un- 
common degree of anxiety and inquietnde. 

¥3 The 
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The operation was undertaken on Saturday 
the 24th of Otober. An incifion of three 
inches in length was made through the in- 
teguments of the abdomen, beginning a little 
above Poupart’s ligament, and being conti- 
nued upwards; it was more than half an 
~ inch on the outfide of the upper part of the 
abdominal ring, to avoid the epigaftric artery. 
_ The aponeurofis of the external oblique muf- 
cle being thus expofed, was next divided in 
the dire€tion of the external wound. The 
lower part of the internal oblique mufcle was 
thus uncovered, and the finger being intro- 
duced below the inferior margin of it and 
of the tranfverfalis mufcle, they were divided 
by the crooked biftoury for about one inch 

‘and a half. I now introduced my finger 
beneath the bag of the peritoneum, and car- 
ried it upwards by the fide of the pfoas 
mufcle, fo as to touch the artery about two 
inches above Poupart’s ligament. I took 
care to difturb the peritoneum as little as 
poflible, detaching it to no greater extent 
than would ferve to admit my two fingers to 
touch the veffel, The pulfations of the ar- 

! tery 
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tery made it clearly diftinguifhable from the 
contiguous parts, but I could not get my 
finger round it with the facility which I ex- 
pected, This was the only circumflance 
which caufed any delay in the performance of 
the operation. After ineffetual trials to pals 3 
my finger beneath the artery, I was obliged 
to make a flight incifion on either fide of 
it, in the fame manner as is neceflary when 
it is taken up in the thigh, where the fafcia 
which binds it down in its fituation is ftrong. 
After this I found no difficulty in pafling 
my forefinger beneath the artery, which I 
drew gently down, fo as to fee it behind the 
bag of the peritoneum. By means of an 
eyed probe two ligatures were conveyed 
round the vefflel; one of thefe was carried 
upwards as far as the artery had been de- 
tached, and the other downwards: they were 
firmly tied, and the veflel was divided in the 
interfpace between them. Nothing further 
remained than to clofe the external wound, 
which was done by one future, and fome 
{trips of fticking-plaifter. The threads of the 
. upper ligature were left out of the wound 
| Ya ! above 
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above the future which clofed its edges, and 
thofe of the lower beneath, 


A few remarks on this operation may be 
permitted. To divide the parietes of the abdo- 
men, puth afide the peritoneum, and tie the 
external iliac artery by the fide of the pfoas 
mulfcle, is an operation more formidable in 
found, and on its firft propofition, than it is 
in reality. It is performed almoft without 
fhedding blood, fo that the principal circum-_ 
{tances of it are very evident. When I for- 
merly. performed this operation, I was urged 
to it by immediate neceffity: I tied the artery 
much higher than in the prefent cafe, dif- 
turbed the peritoneum in a greater degree, 
and, contrary to my own principles, I did 
not divide the artery. In the prefent cafe, 
having time to deliberate upon the fteps of 
the operation, I detached merely fo much of 
the peritoneum, as enabled me to reach the 
artery, as far as I conveniently could above 
Poupart’s ligament; but not fo far as to make 
it dificult to afcertain that I furrounded the 
artery only with my finger, without injuring 


any 
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any of the adjacent parts, nor fo far but that 
T could draw down and diftinguith the artery 
which I included in the ligature. The re-— 
membrance of the {welling in the external 
iliac glands, and of the ulceration of the artery 


in the former cafe, led to this difference of 
condud, 


The poor man was greatly exhaufted by the 
operation, and his leg which had been chilled 
by expofure during the operation, continued 
very cold for a long time afterwards. It was 
wrapped up in flannels, to prevent the dif- 
fipation of its own heat; but I would not 
apply any artificial warmth to reftore its 
temperature, left it fhould aG as a ftimulant. 


He could not compofe himfelf after the 
_ operation, nor did he fleep during the night, 
fo that on the following day his ftate was 
very unpromiling. His pulfe beat 160 in a 
minute, his tongue was covered by a dark 
brown fur; he looked agitated, and a pur- 
ging took place, which was not reftrained till 
the following night by a cordial and opiate 


mixture. 
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mixture. Refpecting his pulfe, it 1s proper 
to mention that it beat 120 moft days in the 
week preceding the operation, 


His thigh was as warm as that of the found 
fide, his leg cooler than the oppofite one, and 


his foot many degrees colder. He had how- 


ever perfect fenfation in his toes, and power 
of moving them. The leg and foot were 
rubbed with oil three or four times a day, in 
order to prevent any ftagnation in the veins, 
and to diminifh perfpiration. It was well 
covered as before by flannels, 


On Monday, the 2d day (OQ. 264) the pulfe 
was lefs frequent: he had flept a good deal 
during the night, and feemed ftupified by 
opium; but on the whole fo little better, that 
I concluded he would gradually tink in con- 
fequence of the fhock of the operation. The 
temperature of the limb was a little increafed.- 
The man however took bread and milk and 
other food in moderate quantities, whenever 
it was offered to him: the purging having 
ceafed, the quantity of the opiate was di- 

Soe oe minithed, 
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minifhed. He rather improved in the even- 
ing, and refted well during the night; fo that 
on (O&. 27) the third day after that of the 
Operation every circumftance wore a favour- 
able afpect. His pulfe did not exceed 100, 
and was moderately firm and full; his appe- 
tite had increafed: the temperature of the 
Jimb was a good deal augmented, fo that his 
foot was fcarcely colder than that of the 
found fide; and the cedema of the limb was 
confiderably diminifhed. I now dreffed his 
wound, in which he had not complained of 
pain, nor of any tendernefs, when the fur- 
rounding parts were comprefled. The in- 
cifion appeared but as a line, except at the 
neighbourhood of the ligatures, where it was 
a little open, and from whence there iffued 
a moderate quantity of as healthy pus as [ 
had ever feen. The furrounding parts were | 
perfeQly natural both in appearance and fen- 
fation, On the fourth day (O&. 28) he was 
full better: his pulfe go; his appetite good ; 
his fleep found; and his limb leflening in 
fize, and increaling in warmth. The ftu- 
ents at the — had drefled the wound 
before 
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before my arrival, and reported that the dif- 


charge was tinged with blood, 


On the fifth day (O@. 29), he was ftill 
better, his pulfe being but 80 when I counted 


itis Lhe wound and contiguous parts looked 
remarkably well, but a bloody fanies was dif 


charged, which [ felt unable to account for. 


On the fixth day (O&. 30) the ftate of 
his health and limb continued as well, if not 
improving. The bloody difcharge however 
had increafed in quantity, infomuch that it 
ran through the coverings of the wound and 
foiled the bed; it had alfo become feetid. 
From the firft occurrence of this bloody dif- 
charge I felt confiderable uneafinefs refpect- 
ing it. I could not believe that an healthy 
wound would fecrete fuch a fanies, and I felt 


apprehenfive left the wound fhould fpread _ 


from difeafe. Nothing however took place 
to confirm this idea. It feemed probable alfo 


that if the ancurifmal fac were not entire, 


fome of the blood being expofed to the air 
inight tinge the difcharge from the wound, 


4 and 
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and grow putrid. I frequently preffed on 
the tumour, but could prefs no blood from 
the wound. In this ftate of uncertainty it 
was, however, pleafine to obferve, that the 
patient’s health continued in every refpect 


better than could ey have been ex- 
- pected. 


The circumftances of the cafe remained 
very much the fame during the feventh and 
eighth days after the operation. On the 
morning of the ninth, (Nov. 2,) when I 
came to the hofpital, I met Sir Charles 
Blicke, who told me that the poor German 
was dying; intelligence which papelly fur- 
prifed and thocked me. 


He was indeed in a dreadful ftate, appear- 
ing like a man far advanced in typhus fever. 
His pulfe was 150; his tongue covered with 
a brown fur; his intelle€t wavering, and the 
action of his mufcles tremulous. On exa- 
mining the wound, with a view to difcover 
the caufe of this great and fudden alteration, 
and preiling on the tumour beneath Poupart’s 


ligament, 


222 SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


ligament, I forced out a great quatitity of 
blood, rendered fluid and highly foctid by 
putrefation, infomuch that it inftantly black- 
ened the probe with which it accidentally 
came in contact. 


The caufe and circumftances of the bloody 


difcharge were now made clear; the furface 
of the expoted coagulated blood of the aneu- 
sifm had at firft tinted the difcharge from the 
wound, then had, by gradual diffolution, been 
more plentifully commixed with it, and giveri 
it a degree of putridity. Till, however, the 
whole mafs had become putrid, and had been 
converted in confequence into fluid, it could 
not be forced out from beneath Poupart’s 
ligament when preflure was made on the’, 
tumour; nor did it tll that period excite In= 
fiammation in the furrounding parts by its 


acrimony, or derange the conftitution by its - 


abforption. 


| 


After entirely exprefling the putrid blood 


‘TL wathed out the cyft with warm water, till 
it returned untinged. The relicf which was 


by 
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by thefe means afforded to the poor man was 
very ftriking and confiderable. His pulfe 
became moderate, his intelle@ clear; he had. 
fome refrefhing fleep, and again took food in 
moderate quantities. On the following day, 
when the integuments’ beneath Poupart’s li- 
‘gament were comprefled, a confiderable quan 
tity of feetid difcharge and air were forced 
out. It was not however at all tinged with 
blood, and appeared to me to be merely the 
fecretion from the cyft which had contained 
the blood. I direéted that this difcharge 
fhould be pieliud out, the cavity fyringed, 

and a poultice applied three times a day; 
but finding it fill fecreted in confiderable 
quantity, I thought it right to make an open- 
ing into the cyft beneath Poupart’s ligament, 
to afford it a more ready exit. No abate- 
ment in the quantity, or alteration in the 
quality, was however remarked; it feemed 
to be fuch as a floughing fore commonly 
furnithes, 


This fever came on on the evening of the 
eighth day (Nov. 1,) after that of the opera- 
2 tion ; 
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tion; and [I am convinced it would ‘have 
fpeedily deftroyed him had not the caufe 
been dete@ted and removed. The powers of 
xis conftitution rallied again ; his pulfe was 
firm, and often not more than 100; he took 
fuficient food, and flept modefately well. 
But the part, as has been faid, did not go ch _ 
well, and feemed to prevent any increafe of 
ftrength. For a week 1 was not without 
hopes that fome favourable change might 
happen, but afterwards | loft all expecta- 
tions, as his already much reduced powers 
were flill further declining ; neverthelefs, he 
held out more than another week, when he 
died on November 16, the twenty-third day 
after the operation, A few days before his_ 
death both ligatures came away with the 


dreflings. 
* Diffection. 


A very flight adhefion had taken place be- | 
tween the figmoid flexure of the colon and 
that part of the peritoneum which was oppo- 
{te to the wound, but there was no other 
appearance of that membrane, or of the 

bowels, | 
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bowels, having fuffered any inflammation In 
eonfequence of the operation. The perito- 
neum was feparated from the loins, and from 
the pofterior half of the left fide of the dia- 

phragm, by a confiderable collection of blood, 
which extended below to Poupart’s ligament, 
and communicated under that ligament by a 
{mall aperture with the aneurifmal fac. This 
opening was fituated in the direction of that 
crevice which is found between the internal 
iliac and pfoas mufcles. The only rational 
explanation that can be given of the forma- 
tion of this colleGion is, that the blood had 
burft its way from the aneurifmal fac in the 
vacancy between the mufcles juft mentioned; 
after which it would readily and extenfively 
feparate the peritoneum in the manner de- 
{cribed. I am inclined to attribute to this 
circumftance the undefinable difturbance of 
health which the poor patient fuffered during 
the week preceding the operation. It may, 
perhaps, excite furprife that this collection 
did not become putrid. | 


No particular account can be given of the 
-aneurifmal fac beneath Poupart’s ligament, 


Q fince 
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fince it and the contiguous parts had floughed 
in confequence of the irritation of the putrid 
blood. A fmall aperture had been made by 
this floughing in the front of the orbicular 
ligament of the hip joint, and a {mall extent 
of the thigh bone was, by the fame caufe, | 
deprived of its pertofteum. 


A bougie was paffed from the lower end | 
of the femoral artery into the fac. 


The extremities of the external iliac artery, 
which had been divided in the operation, were 
united together by a fine new-formed fub- 
ftance; the fides of each extremity were per- 
featly clofed, and a {mall plug of coagulated 
blood was found in each. 


Having thus given as brief an account as 
{ am able of the circumftances of this cafe, 
as they appeared to me, I cannot conclude 
without mentioning the obfervations of 
others, particularly as they may affift in 
fugeefting rules of conduct for future ope- 
rations on fimilar cafes. It has been faid 
that the irritation of the aneurifmal bag was 


probably 
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probably a fpontaneous occurrence, and not 
‘the effect of the acrimony of the putrid 
blood. But the fuddennefs of this attack, 
the manifeft exiftence of a caufe fufficient to 
produce it, and the total abfence of fuch an 
occurrence in all other cafes of aneurifm, 
render this fuppofition highly improbable. 


It has alfo been imagined that part of the 
difcharged blood might have returned from 
the lower end of the artery. This latter 
opinion is very improbable, fince, after the 
complete removal of the blood, none re- 
turned by that channel: and in a fimilar cafe 
which I formerly publithed, none returned by 
the inferior part of the artery, though the area 
of it was ftill of its natural dimenfions, and un- 
obftructed. This latter obfervation had tend- 
ed to diminifh my confidence in the powers 
of the communicating channels, and made 
me with to defer the performance of the ope- 
ration as long as poflible. It feems evident 
that in the prefent inftance it was too long 
delayed. 


Q2 qt 
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It would be defirable in future to perform 


the operation before an extenfive diffufion of 
blood has taken place; indeed, could the 
adequatenefs of the collateral arteries for the 
fupply of the limb be eftablithed, it would be 


proper to operate before the artery has burft. 


It deferves to be confidered whether it 
might not be right at the time of the operation 
to open the aneurifmal bag, and remove the 


blood. I fhould, however, be inclined to poft- 


pone this operation ; for, perhaps, no neceflity 
might exift, as putrefa€tion might take place. 
A few days will determine the degree of life 
of the limb, and would make a wound lefs 
likely to ulcerate or flough. Should tigns of 
the putrefaétion of the blood enfue, or the 
probability of fuch an occurrence become 
evident, I fhould think it neceflary to make 


a {mall opening into the aneurifmal bag for . 


the removal of the contained blood. ‘This 
being done, if no blood came from the lower 


orifice of the artery, there would be no ne- 


eeflity for tying it. Such are the obferva- 
tions that have occurred to me on this fub- 
: | jects 
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yet; I have laid both thofe and the fas 
before the public as early as poffible, that 
medical men may judge of the circum- 
{tances of the cafe themfelves, and form their 
opinions accordingly, 


Although I have feen the method of tying 


_ the artery in the operation for the aneurifm, 


which was recommended in my laft publica- 
tion, uniformly fuccefsful in a very confider- 
able number of cafes, yet I lately met with an 
unfortunate inftance of hemorrhage after that 
operation, which | deem it a duty to relate. 


A lady had a femoral aneurifm, which was 
fo fituated as to leave about three inches of 
the femoral artery between the part where 
the arteria profunda femoris is given off, and 
the difeafe. On cutting down on the inner 
edge of the fartorius mufcle to the veflels in 
this fituation, the pulfation of the artery was 
not felt, perhaps on account of the large 
quantity of fat in which it lay imbedded, and 
the want of any firm refiftance behind. This 
circumftance made me doubt if the parts im- 


Q 3 mediately 
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mediately beneath my finger were the veflels, 
and induced me to feparate and difturb the 
contiguous parts more than I wifhed to have 
done. Having afcertained by fuch examina- 
tion that the veffels could He in no other 
place than immediately beneath the incifion, 
and having divided the fafcia which binds 
them down, one finger was put beneath the. 
veffels, and the thumb upon them; the beat- 
ing of the artery was then diftinGly felt. A 
moderately thick double ligature was now in- — 
troduced beneath the veflels, one part of — 
which was carried up as high, and the other as 
low, as thefe veflels had been detached, and tied 
as firmly asit well could be. The veflels were 
divided in the interfpace, at about two-thirds 
of the diftance from the upper ligature, and 
one-third from the lower. Though the ope- 
ration had been more tedious than any I had 
hitherto performed, and attended with more 
difturbance of the parts in the vicinity of the 
veflels, I entertained no doubt at the time » 
but that the ligatures would remain on the 
vellels during the ufual time, and that no 

ulceration 
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ulceration of them would take place. The 
wound was clofed with fticking-plafter, and 
the patient put to bed, She complained 
of great pain in the wounded parts, and of 
extreme ficknefs, which produced frequent 
efforts to vomit. Fever came on and reftlefl- 
nefs, which caufed a conftant variation of 
pofture, fo that the wounded parts were 
never fuffered to remain at relt. Thefe 
fymptoms continued in a very violent de- 
eree for nearly twenty-four hours, and 
though they were then mitigated, they {till 
continued in a confiderable degree. On the 
third day the plafters were removed from the 
wound, the fides of which were in contatt, 
but the furrounding parts were {wollen, and 
had a dufky hue. On the evening of this 
day a violent haemorrhage fuddenly took 
place, and fo much blood was loft that the 
patient did not long furvive this occurrence, 
On opening the wound to difcover the place 
from which the blood had flowed, and taking 
hold of the upper ligature, which I thought 
would dire me to the open artery, it was 
corn away, and brought with it fome floughy 

Q 4 fubftance. 
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fubftance. There was no hemorrhage at 
this time, and the ftate of the patient ren- 
dered it unneceflary to fearch for the artery: 
we therefore waited to fee if the powers of 
the conftitution would recover, but the 
faintnefs continued, and in about an hour 
fhe died. On the following day, the 
wotind being examined, the whole furface of @ 
it was found in a floughy and putrid ftate. 
The artery being flit downwards from the 
eroin, was highly inflamed on its internal i 
furface, and terminated by an orifice, which 
was of a pulpy feel, and had a floughy ap- 
pearance like the furface of the wound. I 
concluded from thefe circumftances that the. 
artery had burft immediately above the liga- 
ture, in confequence of its becoming floughy 
at that part; but I cannot take upon me to 
fay that this was actually the cafe, as the liga- 
ture had been removed when the wound was 
opened to examine from whence the hemor- 
rhage had proceeded. The only rational ex- 
planation which I can form of this cafe is, 
that from a peculiar irritability of conftitu-: 
tion the patient was unufually alfeted by an 

ye” operation 
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_ operation which would ordinarily have been 
borne without any prejudicial derangement 
of health, and that the conftitution and the 
parts were difturbed in fuch a manner as ter- 
minated in the flonghing of the wound, and 
in that of the artery immediately above the 


place where it was tied. 


On the Operation of puncturing the urinary 
Bladder. 


Mr. Home, to whom the profeffion is 
much indebted for many important improve- 
ments in practice, has of late publithed fome 
cafes of the puncture of the bladder from the 
rectum, which, in my opinion, are of the 
greateft importance. ‘They not only exhibit 
that operation as more fimple and fuccefsful 
than perhaps was generally believed, but if 
the operation be as fuccefsful in the hands of 
other furgeons, it prefents an eafy mode of 
relief to a great number of unfortunate pa- 
tients who have generally been left to die in 
mifery. I mean thofe who have ftrictures 
impaflable by bougies, and who are fo irri- 
table that they cannot bear their deftruction 


by cauftic, on account of the retention of 
urine 
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urine which it occafions. In fuch cafes the 
puncture fromthe rectum appears moft eli- 
gible where the bladder is contracted, asit per= 
haps will then fearcely afcend high enough to 
admit of being punQured above the pubes. 


But there are cafes in which the operation — 
by the re€tum cannot be performed, and by _ 
frequently meeting with thefe I have been 
compelled to puncture the bladder above the 
os pubis; and the event of the operation has _ 
been fuch as would have led me to prefer it | 
to any other that I had‘feen practifed. The 
chief cafes to which I allude are thole of 
enlarged proftates, where the catheter has 
been forced into the fubftance of the gland, 
and has torn it confiderably ; confequently 
that inflrument enters fo eafily into the falfe 
paflage as to render it almoft impoffible to 
make it take the right one.. Indeed in cafes 
of ftricture, where falfe paflages have been 
made, and the proftate has been found, the ~ 
perception of the bladder from the retum — 
has been fo indiftin@ that I have been de- _ 
terred from puncturing it, and in one cafe 
¥ made a divifion in the perineum, and 

having 
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having paffed my finger beneath the arch of 
the os pubis a confiderable way, I could obtain 
no fuch diftin@ perception of the bladder as 
would authorife me to puth in a trochar. 
But I punctured it above the os pubis, and 
drew off a confiderable quantity of urine. 
I have therefore been led to conclude that, in 
‘fome diftended bladders, there is a kind of 
receflion of them from the perinzum, and 
that when they become diftended they afcend 
proportionally higher into the abdomen. 


In the greater number of cafes in which I 
have punctured the bladder above the os pu- 
bis, it has been on a fudden call to the hof 
: pital, or fome poor houfe; and I have had 
little further concern with the patient than 
what related to the performance of the ope- 


. ration. 


- Sometimes I have been in doubt if there 
was much urine in the bladder, and this cir- 
cumftance has deterred me from pundturing, 
except in that fituation in which I could pol- 
- fefs an aflurance that I felt ihe bladder, and 
Day could 
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could puncture that vifcus: and thefe doubts 
caufed me in fome inftances to puncture the 
bladder with a lancet; and in fome cafes I have 
not left any canula in the bladder, in confe- 
quence of the efcape of the urine preventing 
me from readily finding the opening, which I 
had made. Several of the patients died, but 
in every inftance the operation relieved their 
fufferings; and I have never feen any effu- 
fion of urine into the cellular fubflance, or 
any other bad confequence refult from the 
operation ; nor do I think that fuch events _ 
are likely to happen, if it be rightly per~ 
formed. The death of the patients was 
fairly to be imputed to the delay of the 
operation, or to the degree of difeafe which — 
previoufly exifted in the urinary organs. In 
feveral patients who recovered, the progrefs 
of their amendment was fimilar to that which 
took place in the cafe, which I am about to 
relate. I did not however preferve any 
detailed account of them, for as I have men- 
tioned, the patients could fcarcely be faid to 
be under my care. I have requefted the laft 


gentleman, with whom I attended a patient 
under 
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under thefe circumftances, to give me a parti- 
cular account of his cafe, and on the accuracy 
of his narrative I can place perfe€ reliance. 
This cafe I fhall relate, in order to have an 
opportunity of commenting on the mode of 
puncturing the bladder above the os pubis. 


A gentleman between fixty and feventy 
years of age had a retention of urine from an 
enlarged proftate gland, which obliged his 
furgeon to draw off the urine night and 
morning. This was done during ten days, 
when the difficulty of introducing the cathe- 
ter, which had gradually increafed, became 
infurmountable. I wa8 therefore obliged to 
punGure the bladder, and the only place 
in which this operation could in the prefent 
inftance be performed, was above the pubes. 
I therefore made an incifion about two inches 
in length through the integuments, and be- 
tween the mufculi pyramidales abdominis, 
fo that the lower part of the wound laid bare 
the top of the fymphifis pubis. On intro- 
ducing my finger into this vacancy I felt the 
diftended bladder. The fenfation produced 


by 
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by prefling againft the diftended bladder 
is I think fo peculiar, and fo different from 
any thing elfe which could occur in this fitus — 
ation, that if an operator has once felt it, he ‘ 
will not hefitate in deciding that it is the 
bladder againft which he prefles. The thick- 
nefs and tenfion of its coats, and its fluid | 
contents are the chief circumftances from — 
which this peculiar feel feems to arife. When 
I firft began to perform this operation, I was 
deterred from ufing a trochar by a fear of 
being mifled by my fenfations I cau+ 
tioufly pun@tured the bladder with a lancet, 
defiening to introduce a catheter through 
the wound; but thé urine, guthed out fo 
violently, and the bladder became contracted 
fo fuddenly, that I could not difcover the 
wound which I had made; yet under thefe 
circumftances, the urine pafled from the aper- 
ture’ in the bladder, through the external 
wound, and was not effufed into the cellular 
fubftance. Indeed neither obfervation nor 
reafoning would induce me to fuppofe that 
fuch an occurrence is probable, whilft there 
is a free external opening, The apprehen- 

‘ee fion 
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fion feems to have arifen from the extenfive 
diffufion of urine, in cafes where the ure- 
thra has given way. But in fuch cafes, the 
urine is actually injected into the cellular fub- | 
Rance, and with great force by the bladder, 
in confequence of the channel out of the body 
being clofed up. If the external wound in 
this operation were to be clofed, and the 
exit of urine prevented by this means, then it 
is probable that the urine would be forced 
to pervade the cellular fubftance. It may be 
afked, according to the common phrafe, if 
urine is likely to infinuate itfelf into the fur- 
rounding cellular fubftance? I fhould think 
not. The operator fhould be cautious not to 
make any feparation of the bladder from the 
back part of the fymphifis pubis, that there 
fhould not be even a cavity, into which the 
urine might gravitate. He fhould alfo leave 
the external wound free and open. ‘The firft 
effect of the operation will be an inflammation, 
which will confolidate the furrounding cel- 
lular fubftance, and prevent the ready im- 
pulfion of urine into it. The ftimulating 
qualities of the urine will augment this in- 


flammation, 
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flammation, and thereby increafe the effect. 
Indeed the ftimulus of the urine often oc- 

cafions a floughing of the furface of the R 
wound, which however makes no alteration © 
in the general circumftances of the cafe. In 
later operations I acquired more confidence, 

and a belief that I could diftinguith the blad-_ 
der from any thing elfe by its feel; and one 
cafe which occurred tended further to em- 

bolden me in this operation. Being called 

on a fudden to relieve a patient, who had had L 
his urethra lacerated, and being urged to pune- 
ture the bladder by feveral gentlemen who 
were prefent, and who were certain that a 
confiderable quantity of urine was detained: | 
though I could not feel the bladder diftended 
above the pubes, I confented, as the patient 
was in imminent danger, to perform the 
operation, and having punctured the bladder 
with a‘trochar, four or five ounces only of 
urine were difcharged. However a large 
quantity of urine gradually flowed through 
a canula which was introduced. The patient 
died, and was examined, when the caufe of 


this occurrence became apparent. <A large 
cyt 


SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 24f 


cyft made by the protrufion of the internal 
coat of the bladder) had been formed between 
the bladder and the re€tum, whicle contained 
the greateft quantity of the retained urine. 
The orifice, by which this cyft communi- 
cated with the bladder, did not exceed in 
dimenfions the barrel of a common quill. 
ft alfo appeared that, though the bladder it- 
felf could not in this cafe be faid to have 
been diftended, vet the front of it only was 
wounded by the trochar, and the back part 
was uninjured. 


To return from this digreflion to the ope- 
ration in the cafe which I was relating: after 
-Lhad, by an incifion between the pyramidales 
mitfcles, enabled myfelf to pafs my finger along 
the upper part of the fymphyfis pubis, fo as to 
prefs againit the diftended bladder, I intro- 
duced a common trochar of the middle fize, 
in a dire€tion obliquely downwards. There 
isan advantage, as Sabatier, in his Medicine 
Operatoire obferves, in introducing an ine 
Arument in this direftion, for it accords with 
the axis of the bladder, and is therefore not 


R likeby 
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likely to injure the oppofite fide of that 
organ. When I found that the inftrument 


had penetrated the cavity, I withdrew the 
fiilet within the canula, and then pufhed the 


canula obliquely downwards, fo that about two 


inches of it were introduced into the bladder. 


On withdrawing the itilet of the trochar, the — 


urine gufhed out with great force, but I 
prevented its efeape, by placing the thumb of 


my left hand againft the mouth of the canula, 


and then introduced through it in the fame 
oblique direction, a middle fized hollow elaftie 
catheter, till it met with refiftance by touch- 
ing the bottom of the bladder. After the 
urine was difcharged, the canula of the 
trochar was withdrawn over the elaftic cathe- 
ter, which was left in its fituation, and the 
end which came out of the wound was bent 
downwards towards the pubes, and attached; 
fo as to be kept motionlefs, to a circular 
_ bandage put round the body of the patient. 


Fhe wound, which was funnel-fhaped, being 


wide externally, and gradually contra@ting to 


the bladder, was covered with linen, fpread 


over with fpermaceti falve. The urine 
| a flowed 


~ a , oa 
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flowed not only through the catheter, but by 
the fides of it. A flight inflammatioa oc- 
‘curred round the wound, fuch as would 
doubtlefs tend to confolidate the furrounding 
cellular fubftance. The furface of the wound 
in this cafe did not even flough, at leaft in 
any evident degree. Four days after the 
operation the patient got up, and walked 
about his chamber, and feeling himfelf com- 
fortable and well, he did not goto bed again 
till night. At the end of a week fome few 
drops of urine came through the urethra, 
and the quantity thus difcharged daily in- 
ereafed. At this time as the catheter feemed 
to be clogged up with mucus, it was with- 
drawn, and another was. introduced with 
perfect facility. In about three weeks, as the 
urine came pretty freely through the urethra, 
the catheter was withdrawn, and the patient 
voided his urine by the natural channel. In 
fix weeks the external wound was perfely 
healed, and the patient was as well as before 
the retention of urine took place. 
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As the public attention has been of late 
excited to that painful affection of the nerves, 
called Tic douloureux, I fhall in the next 
place relate a cafe of that difeafe, which 
lately came under my care, becaufe it feems © 
to me, to elucidate the nature of the diforder, ) 
to demonftrate the degree and kind of ad- 
vantage which is likely to refult from the — 
divifion of thé trunk of the nerve, and alfo 
to explain fome circumftances in the anatomy 
and phyfiology of the nervous fyftem, of 
which I have not as yet met with any fatil-_ 


factory explanation. 


Co A. Subs 
A lady became gradually affe&ted with a 


painful ftate of the integuments under and 
adjoining to the inner edge of the nail of 
the ring finger of the left hand. No injury 
~to the part was remembered which could 
have brought on this difeafe. ‘The pain oc- 
curred at irregular intervals, and-was extremely 
fevere during the time of its continuance, 
which was for a day or two, when it ufually 

abat ed. 
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abated. Accidental flight injuries always 
occafioned great pain, and frequently brought 
on thofe paroxyims, which however occa- 
fionally occurred fpontaneoufly, or without 
any evident exciting caufe. In all thefe par- 
ticulars the difeafe correly refembled the 
tic douloureux of the nerves of the face. As 
the pain increafed the diforder feemed to 
extend up the nerves of the arm. After 
the patient had endured this painful affec- 
tion for feven years, fhe fubmitted to have 
the fkin, which was the original feat of the 
diforder, burned with cautftic. This applica- 
‘tion gave her intenfe pain, and on the heal- 
ing of the wound fhe found her fufferings 
rather augmented than diminifhed by this 
experiment. After four more years of fuf- 
fering fhe confulted me, when the circum- 
frances of the cafe were fuch as to render 
an operation indifpenfably neceflary. The 
pain of the part was intolerable, and it 
extended all up the nerves of the arm; and 
this general pain was fo conftant during the 
night, as to deprive the patient of reft. ‘Vhe 
mufcles of the back of the neck were occa- 

ne fionally 
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fionally affected with fpafms. The integu+ 
ments of the affected arm were much hotter 
than thofe of the oppofite fide, and fometimes 
the température was fo increafed as to caufe 
a burning fenfation in them. Under thefe 
circumiftances I did not hefitate to divide 
the nerve of the finger, from which all this 


diforder feemed to originate. I laid it bare 


by a longitudinal incifion of about three 
quarters of an inch in length, from the fecond 


joint of the finger, and divided it oppofite 


to that joint, by a curved fharp pointed bifs 
toury which was conveyed under it. I then 
took hold of the nerve with a pair of forceps, 


and reflecting it downwards, I removed a: 


portion of it half an inch in length, that 
the pofhibility of a quick reunion might. be 
prevented. The wound was brought toge- 
ther by fticking plafter, and it united by 
adhefion; but the upper part of the wound, 
oppofite to the upper end of the nerve, 
became flightly inflamed, and was very pain- 
ful ; however the appearance of inflammation 
gradually went off in the courfe of three 


weeks, After the operation I pinched the 
originally 
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originally affeted integuments fharply with. 
my nails, without caufing any fenfation ; but 
if in fo doing I moved the finger, then pain 
was felt. I found it difficult to convince the 
patient that the {kin at that part was actually 
devoid of fenfation, for fhe ftill continued to 
feel fimilar fenfations to thofe which formerly 
occurred, though in a much diminifhed de- 
eree: but the became gradually as perfectly 
convinced as any medical man could be, that 
thefe fenfations arofe from the irritated ftate 
of the end of the nerve, above the place 
where it was divided. The painful affection 
ofthe nerves of the arm {lll continued, though 
confiderably leffened in violence; however 
it was fufficiently fevere to make the patient 
apprehend that little permanent benefit would 
arife from the operation. This pain con- 
tinued occafionally about four menths, with 
varying degrees of feverity, but the tempera- 
ture of the fkin was not hotter than that of the 
oppofite fide, as it had been before the opera- 
tion. At the expiration of three months, the 
patient afcertained that the integuments at 
the end of the finger actually felt when any 
thing was applied to them, and this proved 

R 4 a new 
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a new fource of alarm. More than nine 
months have now elapfed fince the perform- 
ance of the operation, and the general pains — 
in the nerves have become very trivial; but the 
- fenfation of the integuments at the end of the 
finger, has during that time gradually increaf 
ed, and the fkin has now its natural fenfibility, 
fo as accurately to diftinguith the tangible pro- — 
perties of any body applied to it. If alfo the 
originally affeCted part be compreffed flightly, 
painful fenfations refembling thofe which — 

formerly occurred, take place, 


The obfervations of Dr. Darwin relative 
to ocular Spectra, and the experiments of 
Mr. Home on the contraction of divided 
nerves (contained in the Croonian Leéture, 
inferted in the Philofophical Tranfaions for 
the year 1801) have given a kind of dee 
‘monftration that there is a fubtile and mobile 
matter fuperadded to the vifible fabric of 
nerves, and fan€tion the ufe of the yet novel 
terms of the irritability and irritable ations 
of nerves, and I fhall therefore employ them. 
the few fubfequent remarks which I have to 
offer, 

The 
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_ The cafe above related, appeared to me to 
merit publication, becaufe I believe it isa rare 
occurrence for the tic douloureux to happen 
-any where but in the face. In the inftances 
related by Mr. Home in his Croonian lecture, 
the difeafe was the effe@ of an injury done to 
the thumb, and it is reafonable to fuppofe 
‘that it would not have taken place without 
a predifpofition to it in the conflitution of the 
patients. It is alfo not unfair to conclude 
that the difeafe thus occafioned, was of a. 
more general nature, and lefs confined to the 
extreme branches of the nerves, and therefore 
lefs fufceptible of cure by an operation. The 
cafe, which I have related fhews, as indeed 
might have been ccneluded i priori, that 
though the fource of the irritable ftate of the 
nerves in the tic douloureux, may be cut off 
by an operation, yet that the general irritable 
aclions of thofe organs, which had been ex- 
cited, and had continued for a long time, 
would not immediately ceafe, though they 


might, as happened in this inftance, gradually 


fubfide. 


The 


250 SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The fpeedy return of fenfation, which is 
both accurate and acute in the prefent cafe, 
muft furely be deemed a curious circumftance. 
It cannot be attributed to a reunion of the 
divided nerve, fince fo large a portion of it 
was removed; for I believe in fimple divifions 
of the nerves by accident, fenfation is flow 
in returning. It muft I think be admitted 
that fenfation in the prefent inflance takes 
place through the medium of the communi- 
cating branches of thoie organs, and probably | 
its {peedy renovation was the effect of their 


unufually active or irritable ftate. 


Nerves ftrikingly refemble arteries in their 
modes of communication, fometimes they 
conjoin even by confidexable branches, fuch 
as muft be manifeft, in common diffections; 
but they communicate in furprizing numbers 
by their minute ramifications. This circum- 
{tance is not perhaps fo familiarly known to 4 
profeffional men, fince it cannot be perceived 
unlefs in the courfe of a very minute diffec- 
tion, and to underftand how numerous thefe 
communications are, the reprefentations given 


by 


SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 251% 


by the German authors, of their delicate and 
laborious diffeCtions, may be advantageoully 
contulted *, 


The communications of nerves feem alfo 
not to have excited much attention amongtt 
phyfiologifts; at leaft I have not met with 
any probable conje€ture concerning their ufe. 
I fhall therefore take the liberty of mention- 
ing as briefly as poffible, what has occurred 
to me on that fubje. 


The opinions of Mr. Hunter refpeQiing a 
fubtile matter inhering in the brain and 
nerves, and diffufed throughout the body, are 
I believe generally admitted, though varioufly 
exprefled. Now if the brain and nerves be 
fuppofed in thofe animals who poflefs them, 
to be the chief if not the fole organs for the 
preparation of this fubtile matter, then it ap= 
pears as neceflary that the nerves fhould 


communicate, as that the arteries fhould do 


* See Meckel’s Reprefentation of the Nerves of the Face, 
or Frotfcher’s of the Cervical Nerves, in Ludwig’s Opera 
Minora, or Walther’s Plates. 


fo. 
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fo. For if the continuity of the trunk of 
either of thefe organs were deftroyed, the 
parts which its branches fupply, would perifh 
were it not for their communication with the 
minute branches of other adjacent trunks, 
It is probable that one of the advantages de- 
rived from important organs being fupplied 
from plexufes of nerves is, as has been fuge | 
gefied by Soemmerring, that fuch effential 
organs fhould never want that animation and 
influence, which they derive from the nerves, — 
even fhould cafual obftru€tion take place in 
fome of the trunks leading to fuch a plexus. 
But parts lefs effential to life, equally require 
that fuch interruption of the nervous energy. 
fhould be guardeg againft. Have we not a - 
plexus formed in the axilla, prior to the diltri- 
bution of nerves, to the upper extremities? | 
do not the facral nerves form a plexus, in 
order to form the ifchiadic or potterior crural 
nerve? and may not the fame circumiftance 
be afirmed with refpe& to the anterior cru- — 
ral, and obturator nerves, fince they arile 
from the complicated union of the lumbar 
_ nerves, with a branch of the firft facral nerve? 


Thele 
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‘Thefe communications of the nerves may 
not only ferve the purpofe which has been 
fuggelted, but, as appears from the prefent 
cafe, the ations which take place in the ex- 
tremities of the nerves may, by them, be 
propagated to the fenforium, and thus pro- 
duce fenfation. Whether, in the prefent in- 
ftance, the original painful edlions of the 
extremities of the nerves may again recur, and 
be continued throughout the, communicating 
branches to the fenforium, the future progrels 


of the cafe will determine. 


Ou the Removal of loofe Subftances from the 


Knee Foint. 


I fhall next relate a cafe in which fome of 
thofe loofe fubftances that are frequently 
found in the knee-joint were removed by an | 
operation ; becaufe 1 think the cafe contains 
many interefting particulars, and becaufe it 
will afford me an opportunity of offeriny a 
few obfervations on the neceflity and mode 
ef performiag fuga an operation. Mr. Cruik- 

fhank 
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thank has given an account of Mr. Hunter’s 
practice in thefe cafes, but without a detail of 
particulars, and there is not, I believe, any 


detailed account of fuch an operation before 


the public, except that which is related by 


Mr. Ford, in the fixth volume of the Lon- 
don Medical Obfervations and Inquiries. 
Mr. Hey has of late recommended a ban- 


dage'to keep thefe bodies ftationary, and has 


related feveral inftances of its efficacy, and of — 


courfe of its preventing the neceflity of un- 
dertaking a ferious and uncertain operation. 
‘When loofe fubftances exift in the knee-joint, 
and are lodged_on cither fide of the patella, 
they produce but little inconvenience ; but 
when they flip under the ligament of the 
patella, and become interpofed between the 
condyles of the os femoris and the tibia, they 
impede progreflion, and caufe pain, and fo 
much injury as to bring on inflammation in 
the joint. If the extenfor tendons, the pa-« 
tella and its ligament, can, by Mr. Hey’s 
bandage, be kept fteadily preffed againft the 
correfponding parts of the joint, then thefe 


bodies 
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“bodies muft remain flationary on one of 
other fide of the patella, and the patient will 
be exempted from the inconvenience and in- 
jury which their motion in the joint occa- 
fions. Under thefe circumftances the necef- 
fity for an operation is obviated; but in the 
cafe which I am about to relate the bandage 
was of no avail, for reafons which will appear 
in the relation. It is not improbable alfo 
that though thefe bodies may occafion much 
irritation at firft, yet that the joimt becoming 
accuftomed to their ftimulus may aiterwards 
be lefs affeQed by their prefence, which cir- 
cumftance ought to be adverted to and afcer- 
tained before an operation be undertaken. 


Cty Saks 


A man, about forty years of age, having 
fallen from. a ladder, and injured his knee,. 
fuffered afterwards a good deal from inflam- 
mation inthe joint. The joint became much 
better, but never perfectly recovered; ana 
after a-year had elapfed he flipped in walk- 
ing, and again injured his knee. From this 
time he became fenfible of the prefence of 

| two 
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two moveable bodies in the joint, which Pe | 
commoded him confiderably. They fre-- 
quently, in walking, got between the con- 
dyles of the os femoris, and the crucial liga- 
ments, giving him great pain at the time, 
and produced heat and inflammation of the 
knee afterwards. He bore this inconveni- — 
ence for feveral years, till at length, coming 
to London, he refolved to fubmit to the 
operation for their removal if it were recom- 
mended. When I faw him there was a con- 
tiderable quantity of fynovia in the joint, the 
knee was hotter than that of the oppofite 
limb, and in this ftate he faid it ufually was. 
There was no difficulty in bringing the two 
Joofe fubfances to the inner fide of the joint; 
it required only to put that part in a depend- | 
ing pofition, and thofe bodies defcended by 
their gravity through the fuid, and were — 
eafily fixed in the {ituation to which they had | 
fallen. J could bring them on the inner fur- 
face of the internal condyle of the os femo- 
ris, which is of confiderable extent, and by 
placing the points of my fingers {o a3 to de- 
{cribe a cag af a circle, I could prevent 
them from pefling again into the cavity of 
A. the 


g 
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the joint, although the limb might be moved, 
and the patient prefs firmly againft them with 
his finger, as if he meant to pufh them into 
the joint. Yet when my fingers, which thus 
confined them were removed, the flighteft 
touch caufed them to difappear, and to glide 
with velocity into the general cavity of the 
joint. : 


This is the fituation, and the manner in 
which I think thefe bodies can be moft con- 
veniently and certainly fixed. The inner 
furface of the internal condyle of the os fe- 
moris prefents an extenfive and nearly plain 
furface, which terminates in front and at its 
upper part by an edge which forms a portion 
ofacircle. If the points of the finger be firmly 
prefled upon this edge {fo.as to form a kind of 
line of circumvallation round thefe bodies, they 
cannot pafs into the joint in this direction, nor 
can they recede in any other, on account of 
- the tenfe ftate of the internal lateral ligament. 
‘Here thefe fubftances are near the furface, and 
“may be diftinally felt; and there is nothing to 
be divided in order to expofe them, but the in- 


teguments, fafcia, and the capfule of the joint. 
5 Mr. 
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pote removing thefe loofe bodies at the up-— 


per part of the joint, as there, the bag which _ 


contains the fynovia has lefs of the nature of a 


aati sate 


capfule. Mr, Ford, in a cafe which required — 


the operation (and which is related in the Me- 


dical Obfervations and Inquiries), extracted 


the fubftance on the outer edge of the patella; J 


and if the fubftance is large, it may undoubt- 
edly be extracted in this fituation. In the cafe; 


which I am going to relate, it would have been 


1mpofiible to fix the loofe fubftances in any 

cther fituation than that, which I have de- 

fcribed, and in. my opinion that fituation 

muft in every cafe be preferable to any 
1 


other, for the reafons which I have men- 


tiened. 


Cdid not hefitate to undertake the removal 
of the bodies in the prefent cafe, as they 
could be fo fecurely fixed. .For the patient 
had tried bandages without any advantage, 
which perhaps was owing to the quantity of 


fluid in the joint preventing them from a@- 


ing in the manner mentioned above. His 
fufferings were Lee: confiderable, and the 
neceflary 
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necefiary refiriction in exercife extremely in- 
convenient. [thought it right to reduce the 
inflammation of the joint as much as poflible, 
prior to the operation, and with this view 
dire@ted the application of leeches, and of 
linen kept conflantly damp with Goulard’s 
wath: fome aperient medicine was alfo given. 
By thefe means, in the courfe of three days, 
all the fluid was removed from the joint, and 
it was as cool, and free from pain and in- 
fammation as the other knee; but when I 
endeavoured to get thefe bodies into the fitu- 
ations in which I had formerly fixed them, 
I found all my efforts were in vain. ‘here 
was no fluid for them to defcend through, 
and though one of them could be got into 
the fituation which we wifhed, we could not, 
after trying nearly an hour and an half, fuc- 
ceed in getting both of them upon the con- 
dyle of the os femoris. I was therefore 
obliged to let the patient walk about a little, 
that fome more fluid might be effufed into 
‘the joint, and then I could bring them both 
nto the fame fituation, and fix them as readily 
as before. | 

52 The 
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The operation was done in the following 
manner. Sir Charles Blicke, who affifted me, 
preffed the integuments of the knee, gently 
towards the internal condyle, and then ap- 
plied his fingers in the manner I have de- 
feribed, round the circular edge of the bone. 
I alfo drew the integuments gently towards | 
the inner ham-ftring, and divided them lon- 
gitudinally, immediately over the loofe fub- 
ftance, to the extent of an inch and an half. 
This withdrawing of the integuments from 
their natural fituation was defigned to prevent 
a dire& corre{pondence in the fituation of the 
external wound, and that of the capfule of the 
joint ; for when the integuments were fuffered 
to regain their natural pofition, the wound in 
them was nearer to the patella, than the 
wound which was made in the capfule. The 
fafcia which covers the joint being expofed 
by the divifion of the integuments, it was 
divided in a fimilar direGtion, and nearly to 
the fame extent. The capfule was now laid 
‘ bare, and I gently divided it to the extent of 
half an inch, where it covered one of the hard 
fubftances, which fuddenly flipped through 

the 
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the opening, and by prefling gently upon the 
other, it alfo came through at the fame part. 
The bodies which were thus removed, were 
about three quarters of an inch in length, and 
half an inch in breadth. They had a highly 
polithed furface, and were hard like cartilage. 
The fluid contained in the joint was prefled 
‘toward the wound, and about two ounces of 
fynovia were difcharged. I then drew the 
wound of the integuments gently towards the 
patella, preffed the two fides together, and 
clofed it accurately with fticking plafter, en- 
joining the patient to keep the limb as free 
from motion as poffible. | 


No inflammation took place in the knee, 
either on that day, or the following; but on 
the fecond night after the operation the pa- 
tient fuffered a good deal of pain, and in the 
morning the joint felt hot, and was diftended 
with fluid_as it had been before the operation. 
I now removed the dreflings, and found the 

‘wound was clofed; but I felt very apprehen- 
five left the inflammation of the joint con- 
tinuing, the colleGiion of fluid fhould alfo 


increafe, 
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increafe, and by diftending the capfule, caufe 
the wound to open. Having already feen in 
this cafe the beneficial effe€ts of evaporating 
wathes, which by diminifhing the heat of a 


part check its tendency to inflammation, I 


was defirous of re-applying them. In order 
to prevent thefe applications from loofening 
the flicking-plaiter, and caufing the expofure 
of the wound, I made ufe of an expedient, 


which I have frequently: employed, . and 


which from its utility I think deferves to be a 


mentioned. After having fupported the fides 


of the wound in their fituation by adhelive 


platters as at firft, I put over them a piece 
of linen which extended beyond them in 


every direction. ‘This’ linen was made to _ 


adhere to the furrounding fkin, by fmearing 
over the edge with a folution of fealing-wax 
in alcohol, and afterwards varnithing the 
linen over with the fame folution. ‘The al- 
cohol having evaporated, and the fealing-wax 
remaining, no liquid could penetrate and de. 


tach the fticking-plafter. This is the fame 


varnifh with which fome parts of ' eleétrical 


machines are coated, and its power of re- 


2 maining 


a 
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y 


maining unaffected by moifture and mode- 


i 


rate warmth is well known. 


Folded linen kept dampt with laudanum 
and water was now applied, in the propertion 
of an ounce of the former to a quart of the 
latter. This wath I prefer, for the purpoie 
above mentioned, to Goulard’s wath; for the 
precipitated powder contained in the latter is 
apt to fill the interftices of the linen, and pre- 
vent its imbibing the wath, fo that the requifite 
evaporation does not go on. ‘Thefe applica- 
tions quickly diminifhed the heat of the knee, 
and the quantity of fluid contained in the joint 
fpeedily decreafed. The wound was daily 
drefled, and in a week was firmly healed; and 
in a fortnight the patient might be faid to be 
well. He has fince the operation walked as 
much as he was- accuitomed to do, and has 


not found the leaft inconvenience. 


FIN Ts. 
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